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2 Cor. 1:1 2

An Introduction to 2 Corinthians

Intro: Our goal today is just to stick our toes into the water and get just a glimpse of where we are
heading in our new study of 2 Corinthians. In any biblical study you will benefit by taking notes. If
you are not much of a note taker you may still wish to consider owning a Bible which provides you
with a little marginal space on each side of the text. That way, you can at least make some
comments adjacent to verses that are being covered. You will be pleased at how productive and
helpful it is, years later, to discover these notes and comments.

For today, however - let's just have a little breakfast for the brain by settling in first, on The Setting,
and then, on The Servant. Let's talk about:

The Setting of 2 Corinthians

| have spared you from any detailed investigation of the background of Corinthians - but if you
would like an excellent discussion of the background and writing of this book, along with a
presentation of the issues which are outstanding, don't hesitate to order Colin Kruses' paperback
book on 2 Corinthians in the Tyndale Series. This is the first work | have read by Kruse and | have
been very pleased with his scholarship.

Even so, for our purposes we will set most of the scholarship aside and just try to get the big
picture.

Corinth, itself, was a showcase Grecian city which was the capital of Achaia. For it's time it was a
large city which had grown inordinately fast - due, primarily to its ideal location for trading. Corinth
had the "best" of everything, a cosmopolitan "New York City" of the Roman Empire. The best of
the arts, athletics, education, and iniquity were all to be found there.

Paul first preached the Gospel in Athens and then went to Corinth as we read in our scripture
reading today. His church planting period went for a year and a half during which both Jews and
Gentiles were saved.

Among the list of famous converts were Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, Erastus
(chamberlain of the city) and Gaius - a man of great wealth. As usual, however, most of those who
were saved were of the poor and downtrodden.

Do you remember what Paul told the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 1:26? He said:

1Co 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, [are called]: (AV)

God is not interested in our family tree, our wealth, or or the level of our religious fervency. The
Bible speaks of those who came to Christ in John 1:11
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Joh 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name: Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (AV)

This is wonderful, because it means that you have a chance to be saved today.

The day came when Paul left Corinth, ostensibly, to attend the feast at Jerusalem - According to
Acts 18:21. He then left Jerusalem and spent an additional 3 years at Ephesus, according to Acts
20:31.

It was during the last part of this stay when reports began coming to Paul about the work in Corinth
and how spiritual life had degenerated there. The household of Chloe, for example, reported to
Paul concerning all of the division at Corinth. The list of troubles in the Corinthian church can be
easily discovered by reading Paul's first letter to Corinth, or 1 Corinthians.

Now, according to 1 Corinthians 16:8 Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote that letter and had
planned to stay there until Pentecost. It was probably about the year 57.

The second epistle to the Corinthians was probably written a short time after the first letter and it
was probably written from Thessalonica. It had been Paul's intention to visit Corinth once again,
but he had been hindered temporarily, so he sent Timothy and Erasmus on ahead. In the
meantime, we believe he received a report from Titus on how his first letter had been received.
This was a mixed blessing. On the one hand, it had encouraged Paul to see how the Corinthians
were seeking to obey his instructions. On the other hand, it required Paul to answer some charges
concerning some attacks which were made on his own character and motives. We will see these
things as we take the book of 2 Corinthians off the shelf and dust it off. One of the remarkable
things you will see as we move to our second point of the study - is how stable Paul is - how
capable he is of handling criticism - how well he handled difficulty when it arose. So, having
looked at the setting, let's look at the one whom God chose to write this book. Let's examine:

Il. The Servant - The Apostle Himself

1 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of
God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:
2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

The greeting in front of us is a textbook greeting. First, it is a standard Greek A to B greeting with the usual "From -
To" salutation which was common to all letters of the period. But, secondly, it has been enhanced as a Christian
Greeting, and that is the key to our understanding. We notice several significant changes to the typical Greek
salutation. They are each here for a good reason.

A. Paul has an Agenda.

To begin, instead of just saying, "Paul" or "Paul of Tarsuso0  wead: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother."

This is because Paul has an agenda. It is clearly Paul's intention to establish his authority as an
apostle at the very onset. Later, we will understand why it was necessary for Paul to do this
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another time with the Corinthians. For our purposes, we will just remind ourselves that the
alternative to authority is anarchy, be it in the government, the community, the school, the church,
or the home. God demands respect for authority. Pastor/elders, even though not Apostles, must
also be willing to assert biblical authority. When they do not; when they "trust the Lord to work
things out" and abrogate their duties as leaders, Satan diminishes their effectiveness. Fathers and
husbands, even though not apostles, must also be willing to assert biblical authority. Your home is
not a democracy. Itis an institution chartered by the King.

At the same time, that authority must come from God. Whatever position we fill must be filled
according to the will of God. There are many today who are speaking in the name of God who
have not been sent by God.

Jeremiah recorded:

Jer 23:21 | have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: | have not spoken to them, yet they
prophesied. (AV)

These charlatans are easy to spot by folks who know God's Word, but they are quick to prey on
the young in the faith, their prime target, and those who have not learned to feed on the scriptures
themselves. They are all around us. Pastors could name a new one each Sunday from their
pulpits. A very popular one right now is Arnold Murray and the Shepherd's Chapel. He was not
called to run.

Now, we know that a person's authority does not come from God when his words contradict the
Word of God. Isaiah warned:

Isa 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! (AV)

When someone comes along and tells you that he has new information which supersedes what
you have learned in this book you know you are dealing with a false teacher.

Paul, on the other hand, was an Apostle, an apostle sent by the will of God. But, unlike the other
apostles, Paul continually had to defend his apostleship because he was the one apostle who was
saved after resurrection and ascension of Christ. That's one reason.

Another reason why Paul's authority was challenged was that, | believe, the Apostles had replaced
Judas with the wrong man, Matthias. Following Peter's inimitable impulsive leadership they voted
in the wrong man, therefore, precluding the right man. It is not that Matthias did us any harm; it is
that his selection hindered Paul in filling his rightful position. When churches select pastors they
would do well to ask themselves, is this the man God wants us to have at this time? A poor choice
may hurt all of the parties involved, the man who was called, his family, the man who was not
called, and the church itself.

So, this is not a typical Greek greeting because Paul uses it as an occasion to assert his apostolic
authority right up front.

B. This is an atypical greeting, for any letter.
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He begins, 0 P a whdélimothy, our brothera This is not to suggest that a letter could not have
more than one author, but it would be unthinkable that an elevated teacher would include his
disciple's name on the letterhead, so to speak. We sense in Paul, right at the onset, a spirit of
equality. While, he asserted that authority we talked about a moment ago, we see a precious
commonality in Paul exhibiting no presumption and no self-importance. We will readily see in 2
Corinthians what we have seen everywhere else; Paul is a team player, but he is not just another
team member.

C. The wond nd gtypacal &reek Greeting.

This is seen in the choice of words which Paul makes. He says in the beginning of verse 2:

2 Cor. 1:2 { Grace be to you.

There is here, another subtle change in the wording which Greeks would be quick to notice. The
typical Greek greeting would, in the Greek be chairein. Chairein means do rejoice, to thrive well,
or salutations!0 Now, it is true that James, in his general epistle, does use this work as a Greeting
in James 1:1

Jas 1:1 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting.

This "greeting" is also used a couple of times in Acts. But, Paul, in his letters substitutes a word
which only the Christians used. It is the Greek charis, or Grace. Grace, grace to you!

Our realization of this doctrine of grace begins at the moment of salvation when the true meaning
of Newton's song dawns on us:

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved,
How precious did that grace appear, the hour | first believed.

From the momentous instant when we begin this salvation journey until the day we are ushered
into the presence of Christ, the word grace becomes sweeter, and sweeter, and sweeter all the
time. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound! And not only does God provide grace for salvation
and grace for dying, but He gives grace for living as well, race for the day, and grace for the hour.
Grace!

Now, so that a misunderstanding does not result, it may interest us to know that there is a hint of
the word grace in that old Gentile word for greeting, charein, but it is only a hint. Itis only in Christ
that charein becomes charis, and the lights come on, the bud of life turns into a blossom, and the
eyes are opened.

There is one practice, yea there are two, (to coin Solomon) asserted by pagans which grind me to
the quick and bring out the worst in my repertoire of responses. They are the fingernails on the
chalkboard of my soul.

The first is when TV commercials and TV comedies dare to use the Hallelujah Chorus in their
foolish antics. Every time something funny happens some scriptwriter thinks the Hallelujah Chorus
belongs there. If these writers had one tenth of an ounce of understanding about the purpose and
intent of that sacred piece they would never defile and profane it with their vile, earthy antics. Such
characters are thieves, robbing the King of Glory of His rightful place and praise.
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And the second nail on the chalkboard practice is when the world strikes up a chord and begins
singing or typically, wailing "Amazing Grace!o \&fh lyso ingratiated by their choice of
renditions? | am offended because no one has the right to sing amazing grace that has not been
saved by grace. By using the Hallelujah Chorus in their commercials men rob the living God of His
glory. By singing Amazing Grace, these unsaved Christ deniers rob the Church of her treasure.
These words belong to the redeemed, not to the world and its performers!

So, we see the word grace is more than just a greeting among believers; it is a testimony! Itis a
rallying point! It is the source of the joy and rejoicing we pray upon others! It is the communal
word, the electric word which energizes all true believers everywhere. It is a bucket over the well
of forgiveness which freely gives the water of life only to the unworthy, only to the wretches, only to
the failures, and only to sinners such as we.

If you, the reader, see yourself as a failure, hopelessly lost in the eyes of God, you, and only you,
are eligible for the grace of God. But dare to bring one thing in your hand; bring one offering, one
good deed, one good character trait, and you will be turned away empty at the door of grace. Only
the empty handed may turn in there. Only the desperate and dying need apply. This same Paul
wrote concerning Christ in 2 Timothy 1:9

2Ti 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
(AV)

D.Thewordfipeace, 06 i s not a twypical Greek greeting

It is not that the Greeks did not use this word (eirene, e i r )eas & greeting. They too, would
wished peace upon one another, but their conception of peace was a classical conception of
peace.

The Greek conception of peace was negative. It was a desire for the absence of hostility. Peace,
to the Greek mind, was simply the absence of turbulence and trouble. The Christian in Paul's time,
used the same Greek word eirene, but he added a new dimension to it. The Christian used this
word to translate the Hebrew word Shalom. This meant that the Christian's view of peace carried a
much richer meaning. For the Christian peace is not only the absence of hostility, it is the positive
idea of wholeness and well being and satisfaction and fulfillment.

Now, what kind of peace do you have today? Is there satisfaction in your inner soul? Is there
fullness? Is there a sense of wholeness and well being? It is the Christian contention that, in spite
of all you may have read by new age counterfeiters, this kind of pure satisfaction, this kind of
wellness and wholeness of the soul, results only as a product of our new life in Christ!

Just as it is with grace, so it is with peace. There is a peace with God which comes at the time of
salvation. Paul said:

Ro 5:1 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
(AV)

And then, we can experience the peace of God by learning to appropriate all that we are in Christ.
Peace! Real peace! The lost commodity of our age is free for the taking.
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Consider the shallow perception of the world. Even by examining a simple greeting such as this

we see a stark contrast. We see that where Christianity goes it enhances and enriches the human
experience. Wherever the world touches upon Christian terms it deprecates, re-defines, and

diminishes them. There is, in Christ, a richness and fullness that cannot even be found in this old

world. And, the more the world tries to portray true Christianity the more foolish it looks. True

Christians know they have never seen Hollywood portray what a spirit filled Christian as he really

is. The world cannot produce our hymns for us, and when it tries it fails utterly to convey anything

beyond sentimental gibberish. It cannot fabricate a simple sermon as it is really preached in Bible

believing churches. Theworldseesonl y t he surface, and candot ever

In something as simple as the opening greeting to one of Paul's letters we begin to see the great
chasm between the Christian mindset and the world's mindset, between imagined grace and true
grace, between imagined peace and true peace, and b e t w e e ngoltl and read gold. After
painting its false impression of Christianity on the canvass of our minds the world does an about
face and says, "Look how ugly it is, why would you want that??"

There is a Savior, there is a salvation, and there is a fountain of grace and love and forgiveness
which runs so deep one can never dive to its depths. There is a change of heart and mind and
perception so profound that one truly coming to Christ you will always look back and ask himself,
why was | satisfied with the imitation so long when the real thing was right within my grasp..

Grace and peace, true grace and peace, can be yours in Christ today. You can experience true
forgiveness, true salvation, true release, true wholeness and true peace.
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2 Cor. 1:1-2
What Is The Church? -1

We want to look at the greeting once again, confining our discussion to a single word:

2Co 1:1 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy [our] brother, unto the
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: Grace [be] to you and
peace from God our Father, and [from] the Lord Jesus Christ. (AV)

Paul is writing unto the church of God which is at Corinth. Consider:

I. The Presence of the Church

We have already explained how that biblical concepts and biblical vocabulary always enhances
secular words and concepts, never vice versa. For example, the Biblical idea behind the word
grace contains far more than a Greek allusion to perfection and beauty in form and motion, it
carries us right to the heart of God. The Christian concept of peace is more than absence of
turmoill, it is wholeness. Redemption is more than just a purchase. Salvation is far more than
deliverance, and so on and so forth.

This is also true. Secularly, technically, the term ecklessia (e ¢ k | e)ssimplyameans called out
ones or an assembly. In that broadest sense it can mean any group of people. For example, the
rioters in Acts were a church. The word assembly which is found in Acts 19 is the Greek ekklesia.
In another general context, Old Testament believers were also referred to as the church or
assembly. Even idol temples could technically be called churches. When Paul was declared not
to be a robber of churches in Acts 19:37 we read:

Ac 19:37 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet
blasphemers of your goddess. (AV)

Temple robbers were viewed much like old west cowboys viewed horse thieves. So, we see that
the term can be used in a very general sense.

But, then we see that the Bible expands its use of this word church. Our first hint of this expansion
comes from the words of the Lord Jesus Himself who said to Peter:

Mt 16:18 And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (AV)

What interests us about this verse is not just the "Peter" discussion, but also the fact that Christ is
promising to build a church in the future which has not yet come about. You and | know that we
are that church. We are that holy temple. Each of us is a living stone in this great edifice which
God is building. Turn to Ephesians 2.

Eph 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God; (AV) Eph 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner [stone]; (AV) Eph 2:21 In whom all the building
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: (AV) Eph 2:22 In whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (AV)
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Our point is that we are beginning to see that something new is taking shape; a new definition for
the church is beginning to form. A new church whose foundation was only built during the time of
the apostles and prophets is now being fabricated.

This is the church we are talking about today. It is the church which the apostles discussed in
Acts. They were the first to see it coming. James announced in Acts 15:14:

Ac 15:14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people
for his name. (AV)

God would be taking out a people for His name from among the Gentiles.

These are some verses which help us understand a little about the presence of the church. There
are few who deny that the church exists. But it is at this point that the fabrics of our various
theologies begin to be woven, or perhaps we should say, unravel!

Il. The Properties of the Church

The Savior, who announced to Peter that He would build this church, also said that the gates of
hell would not prevail against it. In other words, it would be a perpetual church. It would be
ongoing. It is at this very point that the great continental divide in church doctrine occurs.

A. The Universal Church

There is one group of believers who hold that Jesus Christ saw His church as consisting of all
those who are in Christ, all of those who know Christ as Savior and all of those who are in the body
of Christ. These folks are seen as the bride of Christ. In other words, they believe Jesus was
talking about the church universal or the positional church. Such folks believe that this church is in
two parts, the church triumphant which has gone on before, and the church militant which remains
to carry out her charge. These folks also believe that members of Christ's church are obligated by
God's Word to participate in local assemblies of called out believers. We call these assemblies
local churches. Therefore we can say that this group believes in a universal (positional) church
and that hopefully, local assemblies will be expressions of this one great church. This group would
be quick to quote a passage such as Ephesians 4:3-6. [As a technical note, evangelicals and
fundamentalists are wise not to use the term mystical church. It has special catholic connotations

i mplying that we can have Amystic sweet communi C
mystical communion or prayer access to the saints who have died ahead of us.]

Eph 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. [There is] one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One
God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all. (AV)

B.ASuccessiono Churches

There is a second group of folks that takes an entirely different viewpoint concerning Christ's
church. This group would reject the things we have just listed. Folks included in this second
group, for instance would be the Roman Catholic Church, the Churches of Christ, the Mormons,
and many "Independent” Baptists. Obviously, the doctrines in these groups vary widely, but they
all have one thing in common regarding the doctrine of the church. They all hold and teach one
form or another of succession. These folks teach that Christ ordained and established an ongoing
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physical church here on earth and that the rights to administer that church have been handed
down successively.

While each of these groups have variations on the theme, the case of the "Independent” Baptists
will serve as an adequate illustration for our purposes today. Remember, however, that not all
Baptists are Independent. Not all Independent Baptists hold these convictions. A surprisingly
large group does, however. | do not point out these groups to be critical, only to help you
understand the issues which are involved. And, please remember that, just because the church
down the street is independent and Baptist does not mean that it shares these teachings.

| have in front of me a tract which is widely circulated as an example of the Independent Baptist
position. | want to highlight its points. The tract, written by Bert Craft is titled "What It Means to Be
An Independent Baptist, and it uses the letters in the word Baptist to underscore its distinctives.
According to Craft, then,

Bible KJV 1611 is preserved, sole authority.
Alien immersion is not accepted

Perpetuity of Jesus' church & His authority
True, scriptural church is only local church
Imperative of missions belongs to the church
Salvation of grace by repentance and faith
Table of the Lord is restricted to members.

Now, notice that list again - and notice how many of these issues relate the issue of succession.

Bible KJV 1611 is preserved, sole authority.
Alen HRMEFSION S |'|et aeeepteel_ toy Ieea_l chureh]
I elp’etulty_ oF Jests el'u.'el' &-His-athority

Frue se_nptulﬁal _ellu_leln IIS 9||l|§ Ieeallellu:eln I

Salvation of grace by repentance and faith

Fableofthe Lord-isrestrictedto-members:

If this doctrine of succession is true you need to understand what these folks are saying. They are
saying that any time baptism, the Lord's Table, church membership, missionary endeavors occur
outside of the context of an independent Baptist church those practices they are alien. They are
not biblical.

And it goes even further. Because they believe there is no such thing as a universal church, only
Christ's church on earth represented by those who hold these views, they are also forced to teach
that the local church is the body of Christ and the bride of Christ.

Look at the book of Ephesians and notice how Paul introduces this book. He begins with the
words:

Eph 1:1 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and
to the faithful in Christ Jesus: (AV)

Now, looking at chapter 5, notice verses 23-25, a part of the familiar passage read at weddings.

A Brief Introduction to Il Corinthians - J. Steel | See Pg. 2 for permissions. Page 13 of 245.



Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is
the Savior of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their
own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish.

The independent Baptist holds that Paul was here speaking of the local church. If your
membership lapses, you are no longer a part of this body.

Paul told the Corinthians in 12:13 "Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular." You
probably thought you became a part of the body of Christ when you came to know Him as Savior.
The independent Baptist says, and | quote Bert Craft, "We are water-baptized into the church of
God (1 Cor. 12:13). And again, "Baptism qualifies us for membership in the body (church.)".

Lest there be any doubt in your mind, the independent Baptist does not recognize Bible church
baptisms or any other baptism in which the church has not received, and | quote again now,
"é a ut bydromia church of like faith and practice.” In other words, that authority comes from
another Baptist church. He says that even many so-called independent Baptists are therefore
unscriptural and their leaders need to humble themselves and be re-baptized with a Baptist

baptism and reorganize their churches.

Now, if you believe in apostolic succession (as the Catholics and LDS do) or you believe in
baptistic succession (as the Churches of Christ and "Independent” Baptists do, you need to know
that you are in an alien meeting in a non-Baptist church, a meeting which, according to these
Baptists, Jesus Christ Himself would not attend.

But, is that what God's word teaches? We 6 | | answer t hat now.

lll. The Principles of the Church

Principles which truly are laid out in the church. Here is just a beginning of things we know to be
true.

A. The Holy Spirit which places us into the Church, not water baptism.

We cite the very passage which missionary Craft cited, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13:

1Co0 12:12 1 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into
one Spirit. (AV)

How many Holy Spirit's did you count in that passage? There is one.
How many bodies did you count in that passage? There is one.

There is one Spirit, not many pastors, who places us into one body. In other words, it is Spirit
baptism, not water baptism under discussion. The Lord doesn't care whether you have sign saying
Bible Church, Bible Fellowship, or Baptist Church, hanging over your door. He cares about
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whether you have been placed into Jesus Christ. If you have not been baptized into Jesus Christ
you are not saved.

Paul explains thisin Romans 6 whenher emi nds t he | ocal church Romeé

Ro 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in the likeness] of [his]
resurrection: For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in
the likeness] of [his] resurrection: (AV)

If Romans 6 is talking about water baptism then it is water baptism which places you in Christ. It is
water baptism which saves you. You belong in the Churches of Christ, in the Catholic Church, or
in the Mormon Church if you teach that water baptism saves.

So, the first thing we have learned is that one Spirit baptizes all believers into one body.

B. Individual believersarer eci pi ents of the fAGreat Com##d:ssi on

Mt 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (AV)

Some folks have a notion when they read this verse that makes about as much sense as closing
the barn door after the horse gets out. They say, see, the Lord is talking to the eleven disciples
only. This command to teach and baptize all nations was only given to them.

Personally, | am certain that more than the 11 were there to receive that command, but the

guestion remains, sowhat?? Even i f the command was given only
change the facts. Look at the command. What were they to teach all nations? They were to

teach all nations to "Observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you.0 Any command which

was given to any disciple or any apostle is to be given to every new convert!

Was special apostolic authority given to carry out those early tasks of clarifying what the New
Covenant was? The answer is, yes! (2 Corinthians 12:12). But those signs related only to the
task of confirming that a New Covenant had replaced the Old Covenant, the Law. Beyond that, the
Lord did not give any of the apostles or disciples commands that He did not give to the rest of us.
All of His teachings are for every believer.

And please, be sure to notice that there is not one single reference to a Baptist church or any other
church in this passage.

If the Independent Baptists, Catholics, Churches of Christ, or Mormons where correct the Lord
Jesus would have, at the least said He was speaking to the church, and at the most, He would
have commanded that the principles of succession be set down. No church is mentioned in
Matthew 28, only individuals. And every command given to them was given to believers all
believers everywhere.
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