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 2 Cor. 1:1 2 

 
 

An Introduction to 2 Corinthians 
 

Intro: Our goal today is just to stick our toes into the water and get just a glimpse of where we are 
heading in our new study of 2 Corinthians.  In any biblical study you will benefit by taking notes.  If 
you are not much of a note taker you may still wish to consider owning a Bible which provides you 
with a little marginal space on each side of the text.  That way, you can at least make some 
comments adjacent to verses that are being covered.  You will be pleased at how productive and 
helpful it is, years later, to discover these notes and comments. 
 
 
For today, however - let's just have a little breakfast for the brain by settling in first, on The Setting, 
and then, on The Servant.  Let's talk about: 
 

The Setting of 2 Corinthians 

 

I have spared you from any detailed investigation of the background of Corinthians - but if you 
would like an excellent discussion of the background and writing of this book, along with a 
presentation of the issues which are outstanding, don't hesitate to order Colin Kruses' paperback 
book on 2 Corinthians in the Tyndale Series.  This is the first work I have read by Kruse and I have 
been very pleased with his scholarship.    
 
Even so, for our purposes we will set most of the scholarship aside and just try to get the big 
picture. 
 
Corinth, itself, was a showcase Grecian city which was the capital of Achaia.  For it's time it was a 
large city which had grown inordinately fast - due, primarily to its ideal location for trading.  Corinth 
had the "best" of everything, a cosmopolitan "New York City" of the Roman Empire.  The best of 
the arts, athletics, education, and iniquity were all to be found there. 
 
Paul first preached the Gospel in Athens and then went to Corinth as we read in our scripture 
reading today.  His church planting period went for a year and a half during which both Jews and 
Gentiles were saved. 
 
Among the list of famous converts were Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, Erastus 
(chamberlain of the city) and Gaius - a man of great wealth.  As usual, however, most of those who 
were saved were of the poor and downtrodden. 
 
Do you remember what Paul told the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 1:26?  He said:  
 

1Co 1:26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, [are called]: (AV)  
 

God is not interested in our family tree, our wealth, or or the level of our religious fervency.  The 
Bible speaks of those who came to Christ  in John 1:11 
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Joh 1:11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name: Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (AV)  

 

This is wonderful, because it means that you have a chance to be saved today.   
 
The day came when Paul left Corinth, ostensibly, to attend the feast at Jerusalem - According to 
Acts 18:21.  He then left Jerusalem and spent an additional 3 years at Ephesus, according to Acts 
20:31. 
 
It was during the last part of this stay when reports began coming to Paul about the work in Corinth 
and how spiritual life had degenerated there.  The household of Chloe, for example, reported to 
Paul concerning all of the division at Corinth.  The list of troubles in the Corinthian church can be 
easily discovered by reading Paul's first letter to Corinth, or 1 Corinthians. 
 
Now, according to 1 Corinthians 16:8 Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote that letter and had 
planned to stay there until Pentecost.  It was probably about the year 57. 
 
The second epistle to the Corinthians was probably written a short time after the first letter and it 
was probably written from Thessalonica.  It had been Paul's intention to visit Corinth once again, 
but he had been hindered temporarily, so he sent Timothy and Erasmus on ahead.  In the 
meantime, we believe he received a report from Titus on how his first letter had been received.  
This was a mixed blessing.  On the one hand, it had encouraged Paul to see how the Corinthians 
were seeking to obey his instructions.  On the other hand, it required Paul to answer some charges 
concerning some attacks which were made on his own character and motives.  We will see these 
things as we take the book of 2 Corinthians off the shelf and dust it off.  One of the remarkable 
things you will see as we move to our second point of the study - is how stable Paul is - how 
capable he is of handling criticism - how well he handled difficulty when it arose.  So, having 
looked at the setting, let's look at the one whom God chose to write this book.  Let's examine: 
 
 

II. The Servant - The Apostle Himself 

 
 

1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 
2  Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The greeting in front of us is a textbook greeting.  First, it is a standard Greek A to B greeting with the usual "From - 
To" salutation which was common to all letters of the period.  But, secondly, it has been enhanced as a Christian 
Greeting, and that is the key to our understanding.  We notice several significant changes to the typical Greek 
salutation.  They are each here for a good reason. 
 

A.  Paul has an Agenda.   
 
To begin, instead of just saying, "Paul" or "Paul of Tarsusò we read: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother."   
 
This is because Paul has an agenda.  It is clearly Paul's intention to establish his authority as an 
apostle at the very onset.  Later, we will understand why it was necessary for Paul to do this 
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another time with the Corinthians.  For our purposes, we will just remind ourselves that the 
alternative to authority is anarchy, be it in the government, the community, the school, the church, 
or the home.  God demands respect for authority.  Pastor/elders, even though not Apostles, must 
also be willing to assert biblical authority.  When they do not; when they "trust the Lord to work 
things out" and abrogate their duties as leaders, Satan diminishes their effectiveness.  Fathers and 
husbands, even though not apostles, must also be willing to assert biblical authority.  Your home is 
not a democracy.  It is an institution chartered by the King. 
 
At the same time, that authority must come from God.  Whatever position we fill must be filled 
according to the will of God.  There are many today who are speaking in the name of God who 
have not been sent by God. 
 

Jeremiah recorded:  
 

Jer 23:21  I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they 
prophesied.  (AV)  

 

These charlatans are easy to spot by folks who know God's Word, but they are quick to prey on 
the young in the faith, their prime target, and those who have not learned to feed on the scriptures 
themselves.  They are all around us.  Pastors could name a new one each Sunday from their 
pulpits.  A very popular one right now is Arnold Murray and the Shepherd's Chapel.  He was not 
called to run.  
 
Now, we know that a person's authority does not come from God when his words contradict the 
Word of God.  Isaiah warned: 
 

Isa 5:20  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  (AV)  
 

When someone comes along and tells you that he has new information which supersedes what 
you have learned in this book you know you are dealing with a false teacher. 
 
Paul, on the other hand, was an Apostle, an apostle sent by the will of God.  But, unlike the other 
apostles, Paul continually had to defend his apostleship because he was the one apostle who was 
saved after resurrection and ascension of Christ.  That's one reason. 
 
Another reason why Paul's authority was challenged was that, I believe, the Apostles had replaced 
Judas with the wrong man, Matthias.  Following Peter's inimitable impulsive leadership they voted 
in the wrong man, therefore, precluding the right man.  It is not that Matthias did us any harm; it is 
that his selection hindered Paul in filling his rightful position.  When churches select pastors they 
would do well to ask themselves, is this the man God wants us to have at this time?  A poor choice 
may hurt all of the parties involved, the man who was called, his family,  the man who was not 
called, and the church itself. 
 
So, this is not a typical Greek greeting because Paul uses it as an occasion to assert his apostolic 
authority right up front. 
 

B. This is an atypical greeting, for any letter.   
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He begins, òPauléand Timothy, our brotherò.  This is not to suggest that a letter could not have 
more than one author, but it would be unthinkable that an elevated teacher would include his 
disciple's name on the letterhead, so to speak.  We sense in Paul, right at the onset, a spirit of 
equality.  While, he asserted that authority we talked about a moment ago, we see a precious 
commonality in Paul exhibiting no presumption and no self-importance.  We will readily see in 2 
Corinthians what we have seen everywhere else; Paul is a team player, but he is not just another 
team member. 
 

C. The word ñgraceò is not a typical Greek Greeting.   
 
This is seen in the choice of words which Paul makes.  He says in the beginning of verse 2: 
 

2 Cor. 1:2  ¶ Grace be to you. 

 
There is here, another subtle change in the wording which Greeks would be quick to notice.  The 
typical Greek greeting would, in the Greek be chairein.  Chairein means òto rejoice, to thrive well, 
or salutations!ò  Now, it is true that James, in his general epistle, does use this work as a Greeting 
in James 1:1  
 

Jas 1:1 ¶ James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.  
 

This "greeting" is also used a couple of times in Acts.  But, Paul, in his letters substitutes a word 
which only the Christians used.  It is the Greek charis, or Grace.  Grace, grace to you! 
 
 Our realization of this doctrine of grace begins at the moment of salvation when the true meaning 
of Newton's song dawns on us:  
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved, 
How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed. 

 

From the momentous instant when we begin this salvation journey until the day we are ushered 
into the presence of Christ, the word grace becomes sweeter, and sweeter, and sweeter all the 
time.  Amazing grace, how sweet the sound!  And not only does God provide grace for salvation 
and grace for dying, but He gives grace for living as well, race for the day, and grace for the hour.  
Grace! 
 
Now, so that a misunderstanding does not result, it may interest us to know that there is a hint of 
the word grace in that old Gentile word for greeting, charein, but it is only a hint.  It is only in Christ 
that charein becomes charis, and the lights come on, the bud of life turns into a blossom, and the 
eyes are opened. 
 
There is one practice, yea there are two, (to coin Solomon) asserted by pagans which grind me to 
the quick and bring out the worst in my repertoire of responses.  They are the fingernails on the 
chalkboard of my soul. 
 
The first is when TV commercials and TV comedies dare to use the Hallelujah Chorus in their 
foolish antics.  Every time something funny happens some scriptwriter thinks the Hallelujah Chorus 
belongs there.  If these writers had one tenth of an ounce of understanding about the purpose and 
intent of that sacred piece they would never defile and profane it with their vile, earthy antics.  Such 
characters are thieves, robbing the King of Glory of His rightful place and praise. 
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And the second nail on the chalkboard practice is when the world strikes up a chord and begins 
singing or typically, wailing "Amazing Grace!ò  Why am I so ingratiated by their choice of 
renditions?  I am offended because no one has the right to sing amazing grace that has not been 
saved by grace.  By using the Hallelujah Chorus in their commercials men rob the living God of His 
glory.  By singing Amazing Grace, these unsaved Christ deniers rob the Church of her treasure.  
These words belong to the redeemed, not to the world and its performers! 
 
So, we see the word grace is more than just a greeting among believers; it is a testimony!  It is a 
rallying point!  It is the source of the joy and rejoicing we pray upon others!  It is the communal 
word, the electric word which energizes all true believers everywhere.  It is a bucket over the well 
of forgiveness which freely gives the water of life only to the unworthy, only to the wretches, only to 
the failures, and only to sinners such as we. 
 
If you, the reader, see yourself as a failure, hopelessly lost in the eyes of God, you, and only you, 
are eligible for the grace of God.  But dare to bring one thing in your hand; bring one offering, one 
good deed, one good character trait, and you will be turned away empty at the door of grace.  Only 
the empty handed may turn in there.  Only the desperate and dying need apply.  This same Paul 
wrote concerning Christ in 2 Timothy 1:9 
 

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
(AV)  
 

D. The word ñpeace,ò is not a typical Greek greeting.  
 

 It is not that the Greeks did not use this word (eirene, eirene)  as a greeting.  They too, would 

wished peace upon one another, but their conception of peace was a classical conception of 
peace. 
 
The Greek conception of peace was negative.  It was a desire for the absence of hostility.  Peace, 
to the Greek mind, was simply the absence of turbulence and trouble.  The Christian in Paul's time, 
used the same Greek word eirene, but he added a new dimension to it.  The Christian used this 
word to translate the Hebrew word Shalom.  This meant that the Christian's view of peace carried a 
much richer meaning.  For the Christian peace is not only the absence of hostility, it is the positive 
idea of wholeness and well being and satisfaction and fulfillment. 
 
Now, what kind of peace do you have today?  Is there satisfaction in your inner soul?  Is there 
fullness?  Is there a sense of wholeness and well being?  It is the Christian contention that, in spite 
of all you may have read by new age counterfeiters, this kind of pure satisfaction, this kind of 
wellness and wholeness of the soul, results only as a product of our new life in Christ! 
 
Just as it is with grace, so it is with peace.  There is a peace with God which comes at the time of 
salvation.  Paul said: 
 

Ro 5:1 ¶ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
(AV)  
 

And then, we can experience the peace of God by learning to appropriate all that we are in Christ.  
Peace!  Real peace!  The lost commodity of our age is free for the taking. 
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Consider the shallow perception of the world.  Even by examining a simple greeting such as this 
we see a stark contrast.  We see that where Christianity goes it enhances and enriches the human 
experience.  Wherever the world touches upon Christian terms it deprecates, re-defines, and 
diminishes them.  There is, in Christ, a richness and fullness that cannot even be found in this old 
world.  And, the more the world tries to portray true Christianity the more foolish it looks.  True 
Christians know they have never seen Hollywood portray what a spirit filled Christian as he really 
is.  The world cannot produce our hymns for us, and when it tries it fails utterly to convey anything 
beyond sentimental gibberish.  It cannot fabricate a simple sermon as it is really preached in Bible 
believing churches.  The world sees only the surface, and canôt even replicate that correctly. 
 
In something as simple as the opening greeting to one of Paul's letters we begin to see the great 
chasm between the Christian mindset and the world's mindset, between imagined grace and true 
grace, between imagined peace and true peace, and between foolôs gold and real gold.  After 
painting its false impression of Christianity on the canvass of our minds the world does an about 
face and says, "Look how ugly it is, why would you want that??" 
 
There is a Savior, there is a salvation, and there is a fountain of grace and love and forgiveness 
which runs so deep one can never dive to its depths.  There is a change of heart and mind and 
perception so profound that one truly coming to Christ you will always look back and ask himself,  
why was I satisfied with the imitation so long when the real thing was right within my grasp.. 
 
Grace and peace, true grace and peace, can be yours in Christ today.  You can experience true 
forgiveness, true salvation, true release, true wholeness and true peace. 
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2 Cor. 1:1-2 

What Is The Church?  - I 
 
   We want to look at the greeting once again, confining our discussion to a single word: 
 

2Co 1:1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy [our] brother, unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: Grace [be] to you and 
peace from God our Father, and [from] the Lord Jesus Christ.  (AV)  
 

Paul is writing unto the church of God which is at Corinth.  Consider: 
 
 

I. The Presence of the Church 

 

We have already explained how that biblical concepts and biblical vocabulary always enhances 
secular words and concepts, never vice versa.  For example, the Biblical idea behind the word 
grace contains far more than a Greek allusion to perfection and beauty in form and motion, it 
carries us right to the heart of God.  The Christian concept of peace is more than absence of 
turmoil, it is wholeness.  Redemption is more than just a purchase.  Salvation is far more than 
deliverance, and so on and so forth. 
 

This is also true.  Secularly, technically, the term ecklessia (ecklessia) simply means called out 

ones or an assembly.  In that broadest sense it can mean any group of people.  For example, the 
rioters in Acts were a church.  The word assembly which is found in Acts 19 is the Greek ekklesia.  
In another general context, Old Testament believers were also referred to as the church or 
assembly.  Even idol temples could technically be called churches.  When Paul was declared not 
to be a robber of churches in Acts 19:37 we read: 
 

Ac 19:37  For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet 
blasphemers of your goddess.  (AV)  
 

Temple robbers were viewed much like old west cowboys viewed horse thieves.  So, we see that 
the term can be used in a very general sense.   
 
But, then we see that the Bible expands its use of this word church.  Our first hint of this expansion 
comes from the words of the Lord Jesus Himself who said to Peter: 
 

Mt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  (AV)  
 

What interests us about this verse is not just the "Peter" discussion, but also the fact that Christ is 
promising to build a church in the future which has not yet come about.  You and I know that we 
are that church.  We are that holy temple. Each of us is a living stone in this great edifice which 
God is building.  Turn to Ephesians 2. 
 

Eph 2:19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; (AV) Eph 2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner [stone]; (AV) Eph 2:21  In whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: (AV) Eph 2:22  In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (AV)  
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Our point is that we are beginning to see that something new is taking shape; a new definition for 
the church is beginning to form.  A new church whose foundation was only built during the time of 
the apostles and prophets is now being fabricated. 
 
This is the church we are talking about today.  It is the church which the apostles discussed in 
Acts.  They were the first to see it coming.  James announced in Acts 15:14: 
 

Ac 15:14  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name. (AV)  
 

God would be taking out a people for His name from among the Gentiles. 
 
These are some verses which help us understand a little about the presence of the church.  There 
are few who deny that the church exists.  But it is at this point that the fabrics of our various 
theologies begin to be woven,  or perhaps we should say, unravel! 
 

II. The Properties of the Church 

 

The Savior, who announced to Peter that He would build this church, also said that the gates of 
hell would not prevail against it.  In other words, it would be a perpetual church.  It would be 
ongoing.  It is at this very point that the great continental divide in church doctrine occurs. 
 
A. The Universal Church 
 
There is one group of believers who hold that Jesus Christ saw His church as consisting of all 
those who are in Christ, all of those who know Christ as Savior and all of those who are in the body 
of Christ.  These folks are seen as the bride of Christ.  In other words, they believe Jesus was 
talking about the church universal or the positional church.  Such folks believe that this church is in 
two parts, the church triumphant which has gone on before, and the church militant which remains 
to carry out her charge.  These folks also believe that members of Christ's church are obligated by 
God's Word to participate in local assemblies of called out believers.  We call these assemblies 
local churches.  Therefore we can say that this group believes in a universal (positional) church 
and that hopefully, local assemblies will be expressions of this one great church.  This group would 
be quick to quote a passage such as Ephesians 4:3-6.  [As a technical note, evangelicals and 
fundamentalists are wise not to use the term mystical church.  It has special catholic connotations 
implying that we can have ñmystic sweet communionò with those whoôve gone before.ò There is no 
mystical communion or prayer access to the saints who have died ahead of us.] 
 

Eph 4:3  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  [There is] one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One 
God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all. (AV)  

 

B. ñSuccessionò Churches 
 

There is a second group of folks that takes an entirely different viewpoint concerning Christ's 
church.  This group would reject the things we have just listed.  Folks included in this second 
group, for instance would be the Roman Catholic Church, the Churches of Christ, the Mormons, 
and many "Independent" Baptists.  Obviously, the doctrines in these groups vary widely, but they 
all have one thing in common regarding the doctrine of the church.  They all hold and teach one 
form or another of succession.  These folks teach that Christ ordained and established an ongoing 
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physical church here on earth and that the rights to administer that church have been handed 
down successively. 
 
While each of these groups have variations on the theme, the case of the "Independent" Baptists 
will serve as an adequate illustration for our purposes today.  Remember, however, that not all 
Baptists are Independent.  Not all Independent Baptists hold these convictions.  A surprisingly 
large group does, however.  I do not point out these groups to be critical, only to help you 
understand the issues which are involved.  And, please remember that, just because the church 
down the street is independent and Baptist does not mean that it shares these teachings.  
 
I have in front of me a tract which is widely circulated as an example of the Independent Baptist 
position.  I want to highlight its points.  The tract, written by Bert Craft is titled "What It Means to Be 
An Independent Baptist,ò and it uses the letters in the word Baptist to underscore its distinctives.  
According to Craft, then,   
 

Bible KJV 1611 is preserved, sole authority. 
Alien immersion is not accepted 
Perpetuity of Jesus' church & His authority 
True, scriptural church is only local church 
Imperative of missions belongs to the church 
Salvation of grace by repentance and faith 
Table of the Lord is restricted to members. 

 
 

Now, notice that list again - and notice how many of these issues relate the issue of succession.    
 

Bible KJV 1611 is preserved, sole authority. 
Alien immersion is not accepted  [by local church] 
Perpetuity of Jesus' church & His authority 
True, scriptural church is only local church 
Imperative of missions belongs to the church 
Salvation of grace by repentance and faith 
Table of the Lord is restricted to members. 

 

If this doctrine of succession is true you need to understand what these folks are saying.  They are 
saying that any time baptism, the Lord's Table, church membership, missionary endeavors occur 
outside of the context of an independent Baptist church those practices they are alien.  They are 
not biblical. 
 
And it goes even further.  Because they believe there is no such thing as a universal church, only 
Christ's church on earth represented by those who hold these views, they are also forced to teach 
that the local church is the body of Christ and the bride of Christ. 
 
Look at the book of Ephesians and notice how Paul introduces this book.  He begins with the 
words: 
 

Eph 1:1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and 
to the faithful in Christ Jesus: (AV)  
 

Now, looking at chapter 5, notice verses 23-25, a part of the familiar passage read at weddings. 
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Eph 5:23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the Savior of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their 
own husbands in every thing.  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it;  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,   That 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish. 
 

The independent Baptist holds that Paul was here speaking of the local church.  If your 
membership lapses, you are no longer a part of this body.    
 
Paul told the Corinthians in 12:13 "Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular."  You 
probably thought you became a part of the body of Christ when you came to know Him as Savior.  
The independent Baptist says, and I quote Bert Craft, "We are water-baptized into the church of 
God (1 Cor. 12:13).  And again, "Baptism qualifies us for membership in the body (church.)". 
 
Lest there be any doubt in your mind, the independent Baptist does not recognize Bible church 
baptisms or any other baptism in which the church has not received, and I quote again now, 
"éauthority from a church of like faith and practice."  In other words, that authority comes from 
another Baptist church.  He says that even many so-called independent Baptists are therefore 
unscriptural and their leaders need to humble themselves and be re-baptized with a Baptist 
baptism and reorganize their churches. 
 
Now, if you believe in apostolic succession (as the Catholics and LDS do) or you believe in 
baptistic succession (as the Churches of Christ and "Independent" Baptists do, you need to know 
that you are in an alien meeting in a non-Baptist church, a meeting which, according to these 
Baptists, Jesus Christ Himself would not attend. 
 
But, is that what God's word teaches?  Weôll answer that now. 
 

III. The Principles of the Church 

 

Principles which truly are laid out in the church.  Here is just a beginning of things we know to be 
true. 
 

A. The Holy Spirit which places us into the Church, not water baptism.  
 

 We cite the very passage which missionary Craft cited, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13: 
 

1Co 12:12 ¶ For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ.  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit. (AV)  
 

How many Holy Spirit's did you count in that passage?  There is one. 
How many bodies did you count in that passage? There is one. 
 
There is one Spirit, not many pastors, who places us into one body.  In other words, it is Spirit 
baptism, not water baptism under discussion.  The Lord doesn't care whether you have sign saying 
Bible Church, Bible Fellowship, or Baptist Church, hanging over your door.  He cares about 
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whether you have been placed into Jesus Christ.  If you have not been baptized into Jesus Christ 
you are not saved. 
 
Paul explains this in Romans 6 when he reminds the local church Romeé 
 

Ro 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.   For if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in the likeness] of [his] 
resurrection:   For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in 
the likeness] of [his] resurrection: (AV)  
 

If Romans 6 is talking about water baptism then it is water baptism which places you in Christ.  It is 
water baptism which saves you.  You belong in the Churches of Christ, in the Catholic Church, or 
in the Mormon Church if you teach that water baptism saves. 
 
So, the first thing we have learned is that one Spirit baptizes all believers into one body.   
 

B. Individual believers are recipients of the ñGreat Commissionò are In Matthew 28:19-20: 

 
Mt 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (AV)  
 

Some folks have a notion when they read this verse that makes about as much sense as closing 
the barn door after the horse gets out.  They say, see, the Lord is talking to the eleven disciples 
only.  This command to teach and baptize all nations was only given to them.    
 
Personally, I am certain that more than the 11 were there to receive that command, but the 
question remains, so what??  Even if the command was given only to the disciples, it doesnôt 
change the facts.  Look at the command.  What were they to teach all nations?  They were to 
teach all nations to "Observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.ò  Any command which 
was given to any disciple or any apostle is to be given to every new convert!   
 
Was special apostolic authority given to carry out those early tasks of clarifying what the New 
Covenant was?  The answer is, yes!  (2 Corinthians 12:12).  But those signs related only to the 
task of confirming that a New Covenant had replaced the Old Covenant, the Law.  Beyond that, the 
Lord did not give any of the apostles or disciples commands that He did not give to the rest of us.  
All of His teachings are for every believer. 
 
And please, be sure to notice that there is not one single reference to a Baptist church or any other 
church in this passage. 
 
If the Independent Baptists, Catholics, Churches of Christ, or Mormons where correct the Lord 
Jesus would have, at the least said He was speaking to the church, and at the most, He would 
have commanded that the principles of succession be set down.  No church is mentioned in 
Matthew 28, only individuals.  And every command given to them was given to believers all 
believers everywhere. 
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In conclusion, nowhere in the Bible is any local church vested with any authority or privilege that 
individual believers are not vested with except in the selection of their officers and exercise of their 
disciplines.  Baptism is not an ordinance (a tradition) of the local church.  Communion is not an 
ordinance of the local church.  Communion is practiced in the local church because we come 
together because that is where we believers are.  Wisdom dictates that we celebrate the Lordôs 
Table in the context of a local church in the context of the ministry of the Word by spiritual leaders, 
but it is not the property of duly incorporated entities called churches and its privilege is not handed 
off from one church to another. 
 
Now, you say, why did you devote so much space to this issue?"  Why the emphasis? 
 
1. Do not be intimidated by folks who imply that they are more biblical than you are because 
their standards are supposedly "higher."  Don't be blown about by all the hot air and zeal.  These 
preachers prey on folks who fear God and have been ignorantly convinced that their pastor must 
be right.  Many cannot read well and trust godly men to lead them. 
 
2. Do not let anyone rob you.  Do not allow anyone rob you of your priesthood in Christ.  When 
Christ said "All authority is given unto me...go ye...,ò He gave that authority to you, not to a church, 
thank God.  You are not bound to the opinions of any man or group of men claiming special 
authority from God.  When the Mormon comes to your door he needs to see that you have the 
authority issue settled in your mind.  Eventually, he will ask you what your authority is.  Hopefully, 
you will be able to give a clear answer.  No pastor, no church, no group of elders claiming special 
authority from God should ever be allowed to rob you.    
 
3. Do not rob Jesus Christ of his headship in the Church.  He did not leave town.  Only His 
body left.  Luke tells us in Acts his book is a record of the things which Jesus began to do, and He 
is still doing them.  He has not delegated his authority to any group of men anywhere.  He did not 
retire when He went to heaven. 
 
4. Do not forget who you are.  Your whole spiritual stability in this Christian walk comes from who 
you are in Christ; your position in the body of Christ.  It is not the result of your position in some 
local assembly, however wonderful it may be.  Your position in His body gives you full access to 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  If, some day, something goes wrong between you and your pastor 
and you do end up leaving your church, (perish the thought) you are just as secure in Christ.  He 
does not hold any keys to your soul's welfare in his hands.  Jesus Christ does and He speaks 
through his Spirit.  You are accountable to Him.  The thought that a pastor could eject you from the 
body of Christ by removing you from a local church is unthinkable. 
 
5. Do not let others rob this Bible of its authority.  That is what this whole discussion boils 
down to.  Does a church have authority over you or this book?  If your soul is in the hands of man 
led church, you are in very deep trouble. This book is the final authority.  The Charismatics seem to 
say their emotions are the final authority.  Seeker sensitive movement seems to say results are the 
final authority.  Catholics say the Church is the final authority.  Some Baptists say the pastor is the 
final authority.  God says this book is the final authority. 
 
 The issue is not "Am I in the Right Church?"  The issue is "Am I Right with Christ?" 
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2 Cor. 1:1-2  

 

What Is the Church?  - II 

 
Intro:   In our last study we focused on 2 Corinthians 1:1: 
 

2Co 1:1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy [our] brother, unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: (AV)  
 

Specifically, we were looking at the words "unto the church of God".  We used the occasion to talk 
about the PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH, THE PROPERTIES OF THE CHURCH, and the PRINCIPLES OF THE 

CHURCH. 
 
As we discussed the PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH we explained that while the term church may be 
used in a general sense, it is very clear that Jesus Christ was about to establish a unique church, 
separate from anything which had gone on before and, as we will see later, separate from anything 
which will go on after her departure.  Very few dispute the presence of the church.  The real 
question is what is her essence?  What is her purpose?  When did she actually begin and when 
will her task be completed?    
 
A. While discussing the PROPERTIES OF THE CHURCH we explained that there were two world views 
concerning church and churches.   
 
(1.) There are those, such as ourselves, who believe that there is one positional church.  This is a 
universal church which is made up of all believers everywhere who have been placed in the body 
of Christ by the Holy Spirit.  We further hold that all such believers are obligated to be participants 
in local churches. 
 
(2.) A second group of folks teach the doctrine of human succession.  These folks hold Christ 
ordained and established an earthly church while He was here on earth and that the rights to 
administer and propagate that church belong only to the select few who can trace their conversion 
through it.  Roman Catholics, Mormons, Churches of Christ, and a great many Independent 
Baptists hold such doctrines.  While their doctrines all vary wildly, they all claim that they are the 
true church and that all others are alien. 
 
B. We then introduced you to some Principles. 
 
(1.) First, we wanted you to know that it is the Lord Jesus Christ who places us into His Church 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, not  through the right of water baptism.  We used 1 
Corinthians 12:12-13, and Romans 6 to clarify this important point. 
 
(2.) Secondly, we showed you that the Great Commission was given to all men.  That is all 
believers are commanded to teach all new converts to obey all things whatsoever Christ has 
commanded us.  The so called Great Commission was a universal command given to all believers, 
not just to the disciples who were present at that time.  None of them lived unto the end of the age.  
This command is still valid. 
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So, you see, for you thinkers, what we are really saying is this.  The doctrine of succession does 
exist.  It is Jesus Christ Himself who places new members into His church through the agency of 
the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into Christ.  There is no divinely ordained earthly church, not 
Catholic, not Mormon, not Churches of Christ, not Baptist.  
 
Thank you for your patience in reviewing these things.  I want you to know enough about these 
issues so that you will not be intimidated by folks who think they are more biblical than you are.  I 
do not want to see anyone rob you of your priesthood in Christ.  I do not want to see anyone rob 
Jesus Christ of His proper headship of the church.  And, importantly, I want you to see that your 
spiritual walk and stability come from who you are in Christ, not from your membership in a local 
church, for from the approval of your pastor.   
 
It is time to add two more issues.  We have seen: 
 
THE PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH - she does exist. The gates of Hades will not prevail against her. 
 
THE PROPERTIES OF THE CHURCH - There is one positional church, made up of all who are in Christ.  
Local assemblies should mirror this church. 
 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHURCH - It is Christ, through the Holy Spirit who places us in it - not water 
baptism.  Therefore human succession does not exist. 
 
We will now add the PRIORITY OF THE CHURCH and the PERIMETERS OF THE CHURCH. 
 

IV. The Priority of the Church 

 
For a change of pace weôre going to cover this point using the metaphor of a map. 
 
On a recent trip we covered significant portions of Nevada, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, 
Alberta, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and California.  There were times when we looked 
at the national map.  There were times when we chose to use one large regional map which 
covered all of the states and provinces we were in so that we could monitor the big picture.  There 
were times, however, when we needed to see the extra detail which could only be provided 
through local area maps.  There were even times when we had to look at the map inset to get the 
detail we needed. 
 
When Christians talk about the priority of the church, they usually only use their local maps.  They 
go quickly to Matthew 28:19-20, where they read those words we just studied: 
 

Mt 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (AV)  
 

Every word of the Great Commission is true.  And it certainly does speak of our great priority, the 
only priority of the Church.  Your road map is, indeed, correct.  The problem is, one is only looking 
at the local map when he looks at the Great Commission.  He also needs the Regional and even 
the National map in order to get the big picture about the church and her priority.  Let me explain 
by trying to draw a map for you.  It's kind of a 3-d map. 
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1. To begin, let's draw a few clouds at the top of our blank sheet of paper.  These clouds are to 
remind us of eternity.  It is enough for us simply to understand that eternity transcends time.   
 
2. Secondly, let's draw the horizon.  On the left we will mark the beginning of the human race, and 
on the right, the end of time. 
 
3. Thirdly, we will mark the most important milestone on our roadmap, the Cross of Christ.  The 
death and resurrection of Christ is the most important event in the history of the world. 
 
4. Now, it is time to place some roads on our map.  We will see unimproved roads, improved 
roads, and roads yet under construction. 
 
5. There were actually two roads which led away from Adam and his family.  One road was 
traveled by the godly line of Seth.  One was traveled by the ungodly line of Cain.  These roads 
wound around some interesting landmarks and came together at the flood where there was a wash 
out.  After the flood, the descendents of Noah were soon disseminated at Babel and, we might say 
that a number of unimproved roads began to appear on the road map of manôs long history.  But, 
before long God called out a man named Abram.  
 
6. While Abram had many descendents we see that God focused His attention on one road in 
particular, the Jewish highway, and this truly was a superhighway.  We shall call this an improved 
road because this is where God placed His primary focus.  The rest of the Gentiles will travel on 
unimproved highways. 
 
7. As we travel the Jewish highway we approach the mountains and the valleys of the prophets.  
They were mountains in that they told of the glories of God and His still future dealings with these 
people.  They were mostly valleys, however, as they warned of the impending chastisement and 
captivity of this people and her beloved city. 
 
8.  It is while we are traveling this highway of the prophets that we find some very interesting road 
signs.  They spoke of a road yet under construction, of mountains and hills which would be brought 
low, and valleys which would be raised up.  All of this construction would be for one who would 
come in the name of the Lord.   In our terms, they spoke of a coming Christ.  
   
9.  Now, these road signs were of great interest to God's people even though they were almost 
contradictory at times.  It was as though they spoke of two Christs, or Messiahs.  On the one hand, 
they spoke of His suffering and of a day when He would be cut off.  On the other hand, they spoke 
of a day when He would bring justice into all the earth and reign as Israel's great and perfect King.  
Now, please remember, these road signs did not only speak of Christ, they spoke of the future of 
both Jews and the nations, and they spoke in great detail.  
 
10.  Then we come upon that great milestone of history, the coming of Jesus, the Christ, Jesus, 
the Messiah.  But which Messiah would He be, the one who suffers, or the one who reigns?  It did 
not seem that He could be both because the suffering Messiah had to die in order to fulfill his 
commission.  One cannot rule the world if He is dead.  The problem existed because the key had 
not yet been understood.  The key which unlocked the puzzle was the resurrection of Messiah.  
Oh, there were road signs pointing to this coming resurrection on the Old Testament highway, but 
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we were traveling so fast we missed them.  Remember, now, the resurrection is the key to 
resolving the conflict in the two roles of Messiah, the suffering servant and the reigning King. 
 
11. But there is more.  Even though the resurrection of Christ has already occurred our highway 
has taken a strange turn.  The suffering Messiah has been exalted in God's eyes, but He is not yet 
reigning on earth as the early road signs announced He would.  He does not yet rule Israel.  Why 
is this so?  It is because Messiah has two great tasks.  One is to be a light to the nations.  This 
reaching out to the nations appears to be the special task of the suffering messiah.  Secondly, He 
brings justice in all the earth.  This, he will do especially in the context of restoring David's throne.  
He must first be a light to the nations before bringing justice to the earth (Isaiah 49:6). 
 
Look again at the roadmap.  Notice how the highways suddenly change.  The Jewish road is 
closed.  The construction barricade stands in front of it.  The Gentile road now becomes the paved 
road.  In fact, we read the words of Paul: 

 
 1Co 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, 
whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  (AV)  
 

Jew and Gentile baptized into the same body of Christ. 
 
12. Some would have us think at this point that these two roads have merged and will remain that 
way until we get to our destination.  This is not the case.  How do we know that it is not the case?  
We know because of all those signs we read when we were back on the highway of the prophets.  
Those promises have not yet been fulfilled.  The Jewish road which is closed will be opened once 
again.   
 
13. When will the road be opened?  It will be opened at the other end of the valley when the 
Messiah returns to complete His task, this time, of course, to bring justice in all the earth.  This time 
He will return to reign as King of King and Lord of Lords. 
 
We have taken this trip for a reason.  If you do not see the big map you will make all kinds of 
mistakes.  If you do not read the big map you will not understand the church, or her priority.  If you 
do not understand the priority of the church you will never be able to see how God wants you to 
behave in this life.  You will not see what your real goal and passion should be. 
 
Here is the secret.  Here is the legend which you need to properly read the map. We see the big 
picture in Colossians 1:24: 
 

Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to 
the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;  [Even] the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To 
whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (AV) 
 

Do not skip over those verses as if they are just so many words!  Do not look at those Jews as if 
they were so many simpletons because they missed all those road signs!  The church is missing 
her road signs as well.  Paul is talking about suffering in this passage.  We will expand this matter 
of suffering in our next study. 
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Paul says that suffering is for a purpose!  He says it an essential part of the mystery.  We have the 
option of making up the sufferings of Messiah.  How can we do this?  Paul says we can share in 
the sufferings of the Messiah because the Messiah is in us! 
 
This is what it means to be in Christ.  It means to be in the Messiah!  It means that we take up His 
role and His purpose.  We are the suffering servants.  We suffer now and we reign later.    
 
That is what this body of Christ teaching is all about.  We are in the body of the Christ, the 
messiah. 
 
What, then, is our priority?  Our priority is to reach the nations.  No wonder Jesus said to go into all 
the world, teaching all nations.  This is the present task of Messiah. 
 
But, you say, ñI know all that.  What is your purpose for bringing it up?  What is your thrust?ò  Look 
at this last point.  We are talking about the church.  We have seen her priority.  In a Word, she 
carries on the work of the resurrected Christ.  She is one with the suffering Christ who is rescuing 
the nations.  Now, look at: 
 

V. Her Perimeters 

 

A. There are many folks who differ about when the church began: 
 

Å Some Baptists say it began with John the Baptist. (Some Baptists.) 
Å Some say it began in the Old Testament or with Christ's ministry on earth.  (Some 
Reformed) 
Å Some say it began at Pentecost.  (Typical Dispensationalists.) 
Å Some say it did not begin until the end of the book of Acts.  (Hyper Dispensationalists.) 

 
I believe  that the church began salvifically  (in terms of our atonement)  the day we were placed in 
the Christ, the day the Holy Spirit was used by Christ to place us into Himself (Luke 3:16, 1 
Corinthians 12:12,13).  The church began her in-Christ ministry, representing His absent body at 
Pentecost.  Pentecost marked the first day the church was anointed to carry out her New Covenant 
ministry.  At that time God confirmed outwardly what had already occurred at the cross.  The 
outward manifestations of Pentecost were evidence that the inward baptism of the Holy Spirit had 
occurred.  This outward manifestation was a strong argument to both the apostles and the Jews 
that a new kind of ministry had been put in place, a New Covenant ministry.  The days of the Old 
Covenant, the law, were over.  Later, those outward manifestations of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit ceased.  It was no longer necessary to show the New Covenant had been put in place.  
 

B. There are many folks who differ about when the church will conclude its task: 
 

Å Some say it will be concluded when we have won the last soul to Christ. (Some Post 
Millennialists.) 
Å Some say it will be concluded at the end of the tribulation period.  (Post Tribulation 
Rapturists.) 
Å Some say it will be concluded after the tribulation but before the day of wrath.  (Pre Wrath 
Rapturists) 
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Å Some say it will be concluded before the tribulation and the day of the Lord.  (Pre 
Tribulation Rapturists) 

 
I believe that our special role will be completed when Messiah takes matters in hand in His own 
physical body, once again.  The spiritual body of Christ will have completed its task, when Christ 
initiates His program in His physical body.  When the Son of God reaches out and takes that 
Seven Sealed Scroll, (Revelation 4 & 5) He will initiate the second half of His messianic task, 
bringing justice into all the earth through Israel.  You see, the most interesting thing about the book 
of Revelation is that the focus is not on us, it is not on the saints, it is on the Lamb. 
 
Christ personally takes the scroll from the One on the throne.  He personally opens those seals.  
He personally drives all the activities of the tribulation, and He personally returns with his saints 
who will be with Him forever from that point on. 
 
When does the church age end?  There is only one biblical answer.  This age ends when the 
highways shift once again, when the emphasis returns to the Jewish people and the Jewish 
program and Messiah personally executes His purpose for them. 
 
Will we still be in Christ?  Of course!  But our role will change.  We will become the observers.  We 
will become participants by our presence, but it will be His Sword and His judgment which will bring 
in His kingdom.   
 
Now, the question of the moment is this, are we once again at the convergence of these roads?  Is 
there a shift in the wind?  Are we about to round the curve and see the flagmen?  Is the Gentile 
highway coming to an end??  Is our opportunity to share in the sufferings of the Messiah in 
gathering the nations over?  Is the long day of salvation as we know it drawing to a twilight?  Are 
we watching the road signs? 
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2 Cor. 1:3-11   

 

Saved to Suffer 
 
Intro:  Life is full of paradoxes, anomalies, and ironies, not the least of which is the teaching that 
Christians should not only endure suffering, but should actually look forward to it and even long for 
it.  Such is the substance of 2 Corinthians, in general and the stuff of this study in chapter one. 
 
We have proceeded to verse 3 where we read a eulogy of sorts.  It seems to break not only from 
the tradition of Greek letter writing, but also even from Paul's personal tradition.  Normally when 
Paul begins a letter, he begins with a brief prayer of thanksgiving for the folks to whom he is 
writing.  We do not find that here, perhaps, because he has already expressed his thanks in 1 
Corinthians.  Perhaps he omits it for other reasons.  In any case, our thanksgiving is directed, 
instead to God Himself for God Himself: 
 

2Co 1:3 ¶ Blessed [be] God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; (AV)  
 

This is a eulogy, a prayer of blessing.  In Jewish liturgical practice, such eulogies were common.  
There were some 18 of them in a typical synagogue service, ñBlessed be God!  Blessed be God!ò  
I do not think we do enough of that.  I certainly know that, in my own life, when I become slack in 
offering up those instantaneous words of praise to our God, I see subtle personality changes 
taking over.  The melancholy mood in my soul would prefer to export its bile onto the tissues of my 
heart and darken my day.  But I have often noticed that even the smallest effort to return some 
praise to the God of creation, a humble offering of honor and blessing to Him, chases the spirits of 
gloom from my soul.   
 
This is not to say that we only bless God when it is for our benefit.  It is simply to say that we 
cannot bless God without being benefited. 
 
But that is not the thrust of the moment.  That is not the focus of our study.  We are on the horns of 
a dilemma.  We are confronting an anomaly and Paul, with this innocent eulogy, is salting our 
interest.  He is foreshadowing, as he so often does, the truth he will soon be discussing.  Look 
once again at that verse: 
 

2Co 1:3 ¶ Blessed [be] God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; (AV)  
 

I see tenderness in that verse.  I see mercy.  I see comfort.  I see encouragement.  I need to see 
this.  I need to hear this.  For I have heard that God is a Holy God.  I have heard that He is a God 
of wrath, and I rightly believe it.  I have heard that He settles His accounts.  I need to hear that He 
loves me.  I need to hear that He cares about me. 
I need to know this.  It is not that I am selfish; it is that I feel so alone I need to know He is here. 
 
As I hear the old story about the loaves and the fishes repeated, there is a small fact which comes 
to my mind.  When the Savior produced all this bread and fish He did not produce whole loaves of 
bread and whole fishes and then have the disciples distributed them en masse.  He broke the 
bread into individual pieces.  He broke the fishes into individual pieces.  That is because the 
miracle was not for the group.  The miracle was for every person in the group.  When I learn that 
God is the God of all comfort I believe that is what Paul is intimating in part.  Not only does He give 
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all kinds of comfort, He provides comfort for all kinds for each one of us.  He is the source of 
strength in our suffering. 
 
But we have not yet touched upon the irony.  We have not addressed the real issue which 
confronts us.  The issue is this.  If God loves us so much, why does he not simply remove the 
suffering?  The irony runs even and it is found in this seeming contradiction:  It is as though the 
more one tries to do the will of God, the more one sets His heart on serving Christ, the more one 
receives pain and suffering, and sorrow in return.  It is almost as though God would rebuff us for 
our obedience!  The harder we try, the greater the struggle.  It would be simple enough if we could 
fault God for not relieving us of our suffering, but no!  Our charges against Him run far deeper!  For 
when we would serve and obey Him explicitly, it is almost as though he heaps even greater 
struggle and sorrow and suffering upon us.   It just doesnôt seem right. 
 
And thus, the irony, there is joy in serving Jesus...or is there?  Thankfully, some of the darkness 
and mist which surrounds this bittersweet discussion of the joy of suffering can be cleared away in 
the following verses.  Later, Paul will return to this subject.  But, for the immediate, we confine 
ourselves to three ideas which we find in these next few verses.  In these verses we learn a little 
about how God uses suffering and how God asserts His purpose and plan for us through affliction. 
 
We have associated three key words with God's plan as it relates to our suffering.  The first is: 
 

I. Preparation.   

 

God uses suffering to prepare us to be a blessing and comfort to others.  This purpose of God is 
clearly stated in these next verses: 

 
2Co 1:4  Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.   
 

This is preparation for comfort.  The word comfort is that precious òparakaleo.ò  It is the Bibleôs 
special love word for beseeching and encouraging our brethren.  Suffering is preparation for our 
ministry of comfort.  
 
This is elementary, but it bears restatement as all elementary things do.  There are two kinds of 
people who have never been able to be of much comfort to me.   
 
(a) One kind is the person who has never taken the class.  How can he help me with my Algebra if 
he hasn't studied it?  My first few years in the ministry were a real struggle.  I hadn't sorrowed 
enough with mourners.  I hadn't struggled enough with the issues of life.  Yes, I had the Word of 
God and, thankfully, that fact and my calling from God kept me in the ministry, but I had no 
experience, no dipper from which to draw on the well of compassion.  Later in time the trials and 
toils of life took their toll on me.  In time, I could be a consolation to others because I had found 
that Christ was a consolation to me in my dark hours, in my financial nightmares, and in my nights 
of waiting for a doctor's nod.  Some would qualify a man for ministry with books and tests.  I would 
rather think that the scars we bear in our hearts and on our bodies are the best diplomas of all.  If 
we would enrich others we must first be willing to be impoverished ourselves.  That will always be 
the way of God. 
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(b) There is another person who has never served me well in my hour of need.  He is the person 
who took the class, but never learned the lesson.  Yes, he suffered, but his suffering did him no 
good.  It served him no purpose because he did not learn the lesson of the course.  He did not 
learn humility.  He did not learn patience.  And, importantly, he did not learn to console others in 
their hour.  Instead, this man self righteously announces that no matter how difficult your hour of 
trial is you may be sure that his has been more difficult.  And, in effect, until you have suffered as 
he has suffered you are not eligible for comfort.  For this man, the old days were always worse.  I 
do not even want him around when my tooth is aching.  He is of no help to me.  He is no 
consolation. 
 
What about you?  What about me?  Have we taken the class?  Did we pass the class?  Did we 
flunk with a B for bitterness or an S for self righteousness?  Itôs better to get the T for tenderness.  
Have you allowed the sorrows of this life to soften your soul and increase your reach?  If so, the 
purpose of God in suffering has been accomplished!  God has used suffering to prepare you! 
 
The first key word then is preparation, preparation for comfort. The second Key word is found in 
verses five through seven: 

 
2Co 1:5  For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.  
And whether we be afflicted, [it is] for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring 
of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, [it is] for your consolation 
and salvation.  And our hope of you [is] stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so 
[shall ye be] also of the consolation. (AV)  
 

While it may take a minute or two to arrive at it, the key word here is: 
 

II Participation 

 

Suffering prepares us for participation in the consolation.  Let's kick a few stones over before we tie 
the ribbon on this. 
 
(1) First, let's study the biology of this matter.  

 
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ 

 

There is a formula introduced in this verse.  Stated as an equation, the greater our suffering, the 
greater will be our consolation.  It is proportional.  As suffering abounds so the consolation 
abounds.  In general, the word abound means to exceed measure, to overflow.  But the word also 
carries an image with it.  Strongs' notes:  ñAboundingò is used of a flower going from a bud to full 
bloom.ò  Suffering is sort of a fertilizer.  It is a growth stimulant.  Suffering releases the consolation 
of Christ into our lives.  Even a neophyte knows that a plant without any stress at all will fail to 
thrive. 
 
(2) Secondly, look at the physics of the matter.  Paul says: 
 

And whether we be afflicted, [it is] for your consolation and salvation, [Underline mine.] 
 

That is in interesting law of physics.  There is a dynamic at play.  Do you remember those stainless 
steel balls which you have seen hanging on strings, all in a row?  Do you remember pulling the first 
ball back and letting it drop on the other balls?  And you remember how the last ball on that string, 
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way down there, experiences the consequence of the first strike?  This is what Paul says in effect, 
"I have suffered for your benefit.  Now, you have the opportunity to suffer for the benefit of 
someone else." 
 
This scenario has been repeating for generations.  Everything you are in Christ you owe to the 
sufferings of someone else who has gone on before you in Christ.    
 
New Agers have some weird idea in their minds that the more they give back to the universe the 
more the universe will enrich them!  Don't you believe it!  All the universe wants to do is eat you 
and all of the laws of nature are working toward your demise.  But, if you would really understand 
what God is up to, take a look at this wonderful reciprocal privilege.  Others suffered for you, now 
you may suffer for others that they may, in turn, suffer for still others!   
 
We see this in the natural world.  The mother and the father suffer for their children who rarely 
understand what their parents have gone through in order to give them life and to provide for them.  
The day comes, when they, in turn, become the new parents who suffer for their children.  In all of 
it - there is great joy released.  There is great reward. 
 
(3) There is also a history lesson here: 
 

2Co 1:7 ¶ And our hope of you [is] stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so 
[shall ye be] also of the consolation.  (AV) 

 

Where is the history?  Believe it or not, it is hiding behind that word consolation.  
 
Scan verses 3-7 and notice that, originally, Paul used the word comfort extensively in verses 3 and 
4.  He then adds the word consolation.  Now, clearly, the words comfort and consolation mean 
virtually the same thing.  They are both in the same family of Greek words.  We'll call that family 
the parakaleo family of words.  But the words are different and the word consolation connoted a 
different thought to the Jewish Christian. 
 
This is why we said there was a bit of a history lesson in this.  Do you remember the story of 
Simeon?  Do you remember what the Bible says about Him in Luke?  The Bible says in Luke 2:25: 
 

Lu 2:25 ¶ And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name [was] Simeon; and the same man 
[was] just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. (AV)  
 

What was Simeon waiting for?  He was waiting for the consolation of Israel.  Literally, he was 
waiting for the consolation.  The consolation was associated with the coming person and ministry 
of Messiah. 
 
The Four Gospels Commentary says: 
 

"For the consolation of Israel".  A common name for the era of the Messiah, which was so called 
because the advent of the Christ would bring comfort to his people (#Isa 40:1).  Jews swore by the 
consolation of Israel, and the phrase, "May I see the consolation of Israel", was common among them.  
A prayer for the coming of the Messiah was daily used by them. -TFG 
 

Now, if you look again at the words in verse 7 of our text you may rest assured that the Jewish 
Christians in the Corinthian church knew what Paul was saying: 
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2Co 1:7 ¶ And our hope of you [is] stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so 
[shall ye be] also of the consolation.  (AV) 
 

Paul is beginning to make an association which will grow even stronger before we leave the book 
of 2 Corinthians.  It is the association we began to make last week when we spoke of the doctrine 
of the church. 
 
This is the Messianic Age.  The Messianic Age is in two divisions, the Mystery Period and the 
Millennial Period.  They are separated by the Day of the Lord.  During the Millennial Phase the 
Messiah will reign as King over Israel and over the entire world.  He is the reigning King.  During 
the Mystery Phase it is the suffering Messiah who is calling out a people for His name from among 
the nations. 
 
Simeon knew this.  He asserted his prophecy in Luke 2:29: 
 

Lu 2:29  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.  (AV)  
 

Now, there is a sense in which we are still waiting for the consolation in the Jewish understanding 
of the Word.  The words "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my peopleé" found in Isaiah 40, have not 
occurred in their truest sense. 
 
Isa 40:2  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins.  
(AV)  
 
This pronouncement would have been accomplished if she had accepted her Messiah.  But, sadly, 
Israel would have no part of that comfort.  She would not receive the pardon which was abundantly 
offered unto her.  She refused, for the time being, the Messiah. 
 

But there is a consolation which has become available through Messiah to those of us who are 
part of His body, carrying out His work in this age.  Take one final look at verse 7: 
 

2Co 1:7 ¶ And our hope of you [is] stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so 
[shall ye be] also of the consolation. (AV) 

 

Do you remember that we said the second key word was participation?  Participation in the 
consolation? 
 
Paul wants you to know that you are a partaker of the sufferings.  It is not just any old suffering but 
the suffering of Messiah.  I am not beating a dead horse when I rehearse this over and again.  I am 
preaching a live Messiah.  The word partakers in this verse is the Greek koinoneia .  This term 
carries with it the picture of two oxen struggling together under the same yoke.  Such oxen are 
fellowshipping under a common cause, they are partners.   
 
This partnership belongs only to those who are in the body of Messiah.  We are fellowshippers 
together with Christ.  Just as you would never yoke an ox and a donkey together, we must never 
think of yoking believers with unbelievers together in Messiah's ministry.  They are the mission 
field, not the missionaries!    
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Most importantly, we are not alone in our suffering for Christ.  We are a part of a long line, 
preceded by a great cloud of witnesses and pressing forward to a grand and glorious day when we 
will stand with folks of every age, every kindred, every tribe and nation, singing the praises of the 
lamb.  So, we have consolation in our sorrow.  We can truly sing, there is joy in serving Jesus!  
There is even joy in our suffering, because it is for a grand and glorious cause!  Notice the third 
key word in the passage. 
 
We have seen:  Preparation for conflict.  We suffer that we may console others.  We have seen 
Participation in the consolation.  We are partners in the messianic plan.   Finally, see that suffering 
produces: 
 

III. Protection from Complacency. 

 

Suffering and hardship stand as our greatest defenses against our greatest enemies, ourselves.  
Notice verses 8 and 9: 
 

2Co 1:8  For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that 
we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: But we had 
the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 
dead: (AV)   

 

One lesson we learn in these verses is that leadership and rank in service for Christ does not make 
us immune to suffering.  In earthly military movements, the higher your rank, the lower your risk.  
Foot soldiers and parachutists suffer before Generals and Admirals.  This is not so, with God.  The 
evidence that God is advancing a man in His military can usually be seen by the trouble he is 
facing, by the price he is paying for his service for Christ.  That is one lesson. 
 
But there is another lesson which we must all be made to see.  The very trials which we face teach 
us not to trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead. 
 
There is so much to be said about this verse which must be left behind.  Specifically, note that the 
true servant of Christ ñbuys offò on death itself!  He says that his hope is not to stay alive; his hope 
is to trust in the God who raises the dead. 
 
Think on a final thought:  Suffering protects us from our complacency.  It forces us to trust in the 
living God.  
You have probably heard the old Arab proverb, "All sunshine makes a desert..." 
 
Barclay says "The danger of prosperity is that it encourages a false independence; it makes us 
think that we are well able to handle life alone.  For every one prayer that rises to God in days of 
prosperity, ten thousand rise in days of adversity." 
 
Abraham Lincoln said: "I have often been driven to my knees in prayer because I had nowhere 
else to go." 
 
Regretfully, we sometimes do not go to God until there is no other place to go. 
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What does suffering produce?  It produces Preparation for comforting others.  It produces 
Participation or fellowship in the messianic consolation.  It produces Protection from our 
Complacency.  In reality, then, it really does produce joy. 
 
It is in suffering with Christ that we find true fulfillment of our purpose, and by it we are made fit to 
serve in God's great cause.  It is where we find our identity, our purpose, and our meaning in the 
great scheme of things.  It is where we find fulfillment and satisfaction and completion.   
 
There is one thing which your suffering cannot do.  It cannot bring you salvation.  Remember the 
ox and the donkey.  One cannot suffer with Christ and one cannot suffer for Christ until he 
understands that Christ has suffered for Him.  He has paid the full price and penalty for his sin and 
provided a rich and free salvation.  
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2 Cor. 1:9-14 

 

Partners Do Their Part 
 
Intro: It is time to take a quick overview of the book of 2 Corinthians: 
 

The Chapters     The Emphasis 
1-7         Grace in Suffering 
8-9                       Grace in Giving 
10-12                   Grace Under Fire - Paul's Apostleship Defended 
13                        Grace In Warning - The Conclusion 
 

Our last outline brings us to this study.  We were beginning to immerse ourselves in the theme of 
suffering.  There we isolated three key words as we sought to understand some of the meaning 
and purpose for suffering.  We saw that suffering produces: 
 
 A. Preparation for Comfort vs. 3,4 
 B. Partnership in the Consolation, vs. 5-7, and 
 C. Protection from our own Complacency, vs. 9-11. 
             
Our present goal is to expand briefly on the theme of partnership in suffering as we focus in a little 
more closely on verses 9-14.  In the last chapter we were stressing the Purpose of suffering, why 
God allows it.  That is why the above outline made sense.  God prepares us to comfort others, 
makes us partners in Messiah's consolation, and protects us from trusting in ourselves. 
 
This time we want to stress the Participants in Suffering.  We want to talk about our respective 
roles.  In our last session we talked about the principles involved in suffering, this time we are 
talking about each of the partners in God's plan.  We have established that there is a partnership in 
God's plan.  In the passage we have before us we have a threefold cord of sorts, because three 
parties are clearly defined as Paul discusses the suffering process.  God's name is mentioned over 
and over.  That's one.  Paul refers to himself over and over.  That's two.  And the role of the 
Corinthians is mentioned once and again.  That's three.  For our purposes, we will title our study: 
Partners Do Their Part, and our three points will be: 
 
A. God Does His Part 
B. Coworkers Must Do Their Part 
C. The Leader Must Do His Part 
 
Let's begin with the encouraging news: 
 

I. God Does His Part 

 
This is really where we left off.  In verse 9 Paul tells us about the crisis he was in: 
 

    2Co 1:9  But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, 
 but in God which raiseth the dead: (AV) 
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In this suffering - the severity of which brought Paul virtually to the door of death, Paul learned that 
He had a great Deliverer.  God does His part.  Paul is quick to acknowledge, that this suffering 
taught him not to trust himself, but to trust in the living God, as he notes in verse 10: 

 
 2Co 1:10  Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver [us]; (AV)  
 

Consider a few of the things we learn about God from this simple verse. 
 
A. God is a great Deliverer!   
 

You don't know when the next time will be when you need this truth, but you want to be prepared 
with it when you do need it.  Our God is a great deliverer!    
 
There is a paradox our point of view.  It is a paradox we have observed from the very beginning of 
God's dealings with man.  On the one hand, this great God of ours would train and arm us for 
battle.  He enlists, equips, trains, and sends his soldiers into the heat of the fray.  Then, just as we 
get to the front lines he says to us, in effect, "Now stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord!  
Watch ME defeat the enemy!"    
 
And, it is not enough that we watched Israel learn this lesson with Israel at the Red Sea.  the 
concept is seen again in Joshua's conquests, and with Gideon.  In the words of the prophet who 
commanded Israel in Jehosephat's day: 
 

2Ch 20:17  Ye shall not [need] to fight in this [battle]: set yourselves, stand ye [still], and see the 
salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out 
against them: for the LORD [will be] with you.  (AV)  
 

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle.  The LORD of hosts, the LORD mighty in battle!  He is with 
you. 
 
If we would understand this God whom we serve we must understand that He is a God of war, a 
great deliverer, and the great defender of our souls.  He does battle on behalf of His own. 
 
Deliverance comes at a price.  This God will not share His glory with us.  Because it is in our 
natures not to ask directions at the gas station, because it is in our natures to make it on our own, 
and because we see ourselves as self made warriors, we sometimes rush off headlong into battle 
without our Champion.  And then, when we sustain our casualties because we have run ahead of 
our commander, we fall back and with great tears and mourning, crying out, would to God we were 
back in Egypt!  Where is our Deliverer?  Why wasn't He there when we needed Him?  And the 
answer is, He is always there when we need Him, but He may also stay His hand when we do not 
think we need Him.   
 

B. This Great Deliverer is always on duty.   
 

2Co 1:10  Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver [us]; (AV)  
 

Who delivered us - that's the past...  And doth deliver - that's the present...  In whom we trust that 
he will deliver [us] - that's the future. 
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He does not weary of his role as deliverer.  He is as active in delivering us today as he was in 
Paul's day.  No one has been deprived of the deliverance of God and no one needs despair of 
either His ability or His will. 
 

"A Mighty Fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 
Our helper He, amidst the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate. 

On earth is not his equal.ò 
 

That great enemy of our souls does have an opponent, our mighty God. 
 
Some folks love to speculate about verses 9 and 10 and wonder what the nature of Paul's suffering 
was.  What incident was it to which Paul referred?  Was it his encounter with the beasts at 
Ephesus?  I do not think Paul wanted us to think in those terms.  I do not think Paul wanted us to 
think in terms of just one area of struggle or human conflict.  We have a God who will deliver us 
from all our mortal woes, wherever that enemy raises His ugly head. 
 
I end this point by reminding ourselves that it is not in our natures to seek deliverance.  We prefer 
to muddle our way through life.  We prefer to solve our problems on our own, to tie our own shoes, 
so to speak.  After all, self confidence is a virtue, not a flaw.  And, never is this more obvious in the 
nature of man than in the matter of our soul's salvation.  In this area, more than any other, God 
wants you to know there is nothing you can to help yourself.  You cannot deliver yourself. 
 
The very word salvation, as it is found in your Bible, has its roots in the idea of deliverance.  From 
Genesis to Revelation, in both the Hebrew and the Greek, the word salvation simply means 
deliverance.  And, when God saves a man He saves him from His past, He saves him in the 
present, and He will save him throughout all the future.  He delivers a man from his sin and from 
himself and from the onslaughts of the evil one.  Our God is a great God.  He is a great deliverer.    
 
So we have learned that God Does His Part.  Now, see that: 
 

II. Coworkers Must Do Their Part 

 

We have learned the one side of the paradox, that our God is a great deliverer who wants us to 
know, in the final analysis that it is He, not ourselves who wins the victory.  But we must examine 
the other side of the paradox as well.  For reasons beyond our understanding, God has made each 
of us who know Christ a partaker or a partner in His plan.   Paul addresses this in verse 11: 
 

2Co 1:11  Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift [bestowed] upon us by the means 
of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.  (AV)  
 

The first two words, ye also, catch our attention.   
 
We saw this in verse 7: ñAs partakers of the of the suffering, the Corinthians were also partakers of 
the consolation.òÅ We see it here in verse 11: ñYe also, helping together by prayer.ò  And we will 
see it in verse 14:  ñAs also ye have acknowledged us.ò  These Corinthians rejoiced over Paul's 
ministry and Paul says that they also would be a part of his own joy in the day of the Lord. 
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But it is the special emphasis of verse 11 on prayer which we underscore.  This coworker bears the 
great burden of prayer in the here and now, prayer for the work of God and prayer for the servant 
of God.  So much for the old statement "I wish I could help in some way, but the only thing I can do 
is pray.ò  Paul says, when you pray you are helping together.  The construction of this verse is very 
curious and really challenges the imagination when one looks at the Greek.    
 
It is my personal conviction that Paul is speaking in a poetic and symbolic fashion to these people, 
picturing them as praying from God's perspective viewing down at upturned faces.  And he is 
telling them that their many upturned faces in prayer on behalf of Paul has been the cause of much 
praise and rejoicing for the gift of deliverance which Paul was receiving. 
 
The point is that prayer on the part of the saint is effectual in empowering the leader, the servant of 
Christ, wherever he is.  Dr. Ironside was so truthful and honest when he noted in his own book 
words which describe my experience as much as his.  Ironside said: 
 

My heart always rejoices when anyone writes or says to me, "I am praying for you." for I need to be 
prayed for.  I am so forgetful about prayer myself; so many times when I should be praying I am busy 
at something else, and often if there is any power at all in my messages I know it is because 
somebody at home or in the audience is praying for me.  One owes so much to the prayers of God's 
beloved peopleé." 
 

God has not yet removed the veil.  The world has yet to see all that has been wrought by prayer.  
The world has yet to see all that could have been wrought through prayer. 
 
That is what a leader may expect from His people.  He may expect aggressive prayer support.  
That is what God expects.  There have been many occasions on the rough road of life when I have 
looked into the glaring critical eyes of another saint and my immediate thought has been, "Oh well,  
I know that this dear sister isn't praying for me.ò  For if she were, there would be a tenderness 
there, even in our disagreements!  There have also been many occasions when, at the end of a 
Sunday I have known that God has worked in an unusual way and that many participated in that 
message, not just the one who stood up front.  It is a great comfort! 
 
Helping together by prayer.  While it does not sum up all of your duties, it sums up the key duty of 
the saint, to hold the leader up in prayer, to lift up those holy hands, and with Aaron, keep the arms 
of Moses in the air. 
 
I. God Does His Part 
II. Coworkers Must Do Their Part 
 
Now, let's glue the third leg into the three-legged stool of partnership in ministry: 
 

III. The Leader Must Do His Part 

 
2Co 1:12,13 ¶ For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, 
and more abundantly to you-ward.  For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or 
acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end;   
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Now, you need to read this.  You need to understand this.  You need to know this.  These are the 
rights which every congregation has.  These are the legitimate expectations which every church 
member.  What are the legitimate expectations? 
 
 Å You have the right to expect a ministry which is in simplicity and godly sincerity. 
 
 Å You will have a right to expect that you will be instructed not with fleshly wisdom, but by 
the grace of God. 
 
 Å You have a right to expect that your pastor's testimony in the world and in the church is 
consistent with this. 
 
 Å You have a right to expect, according to verse 13, that his ministry is consistent and 
unified.  That is, that he holds the same positions which the congregation holds.  He doesn't just 
teach them. 
 
So boil those statements down to simple words.  You should expect a testimony and a conscience 
which affirms:  simplicity, sincerity, wisdom of grace, and consistency.    
 
When we talk about simplicity it is good to understand that Paul is not saying that his ministry was 
childish or simplistic.  The word which you find translated simplicity here is also translated as 
singleness in Ephesians. 6:5 
 

 Eph 6:5  Servants, be obedient to them that are [your] masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling,  in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; (AV)  
 

It is the picture of a man's personality and ministry style.  Strong's says: it is "not self seeking, 
openness of heart manifesting itself by generosity" It carries with it the idea of liberality and 
openness.  
 
Sincerity connotes purity and cleanliness of motive.  A leader is not to be self seeking with a 
personal agenda.  What you see is what you should get.  For example, a young man should not 
accept a church as a stepping stone in his career move.  He should accept a position as a servant 
of Christ and then drop it six weeks later because a better one came along.    
  
Paul isn't claiming perfection here.  Paul isn't even assuming that everyone at Corinth has 
confidence in him.  According to verse 14 he knows that only part of his congregation 
acknowledges these traits.  Paul is not comparing himself with others, but Paul is commending 
himself unto them.  There are no games here, no false humility, just simple honesty.  This simple 
resume would serve all men of God well. 
  
The point is we are all in this together.  The Lord Jesus Christ is in this, the leader is in this, and so 
it the coworker.  The goal is our common and mutual rejoicing in Christ.  And, the hope of our 
rejoicing, according to the last words of verse 14: 
 

2Co 1:14  As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are 
ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

 
ñIn the day of the Lord Jesuséò  In that day, the secrets of all our hearts will be made known.  
There is a sadness which we all sense as we see Paul beginning the process of defending himself, 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Brief Introduction to II Corinthians  -  J. Steel ï See Pg. 2 for permissions.    Page 35 of 245.   

 

something he will do more of later in the book.  There is a sadness which we all sense when we 
realize that Paul did not have the entire support of this congregation.  But, there is a courage which 
we take from it.  Here is an example of a man who deals with criticism pointed directly at himself.  
We love his honesty and his willingness to grapple with the issues and to answer his accusers.  
And we love his humility and meekness.  We love him.  Paul was a man who took Christ's work 
seriously, but he did not take himself so seriously that he was threatened or unnecessarily 
defensive.  He was able to live with division while he sought unity.   
 
And, what are we to learn from all of this?? 
 
With respect to our leaders, let's forget the dramatics and avoid the extremes.  Do away with those 
extreme expectations for our pastors and leaders which would tempt them to be less than honest 
and hypocritical of themselves.  On the other hand, we must make it clear that we not only expect, 
we demand an honest, forthright ministry which focuses on the wisdom of God and not man. 
 
With respect to ourselves as Co-laborers, let's remember we get what we pray for. 
 
With respect to God, let's remember that He prides Himself in being a deliverer. He was in the 
past.  He is in the present.  He will be in the future. 
 
For the believer, He will deliver us from our suffering.  He will deliver us in our suffering.  For the 
person yet to know Christ as Savior, He will deliver us from our sin and from an eternity without 
Christ.  He will deliver us from experiencing the judgment of God in a living Hell. 
 
We have a mighty fortress, a bulwark, a Savior! 
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2 Cor.1:15-24  

 
The Importance of Integrity 

 
Intro: I suppose, that if you were to walk up to me and announce to me that I am ugly you would 
be quite surprised with my response.  I don't particularly care if you think I am ugly.  In fact, I rather 
enjoy the fact that the more one thinks I am ugly the more he must suffer the consequence of 
having to look upon my face, something I only have to do momentarily in a mirror.  If, on the other 
hand, you walked up to me and called me a liar, or you charged that I do not keep my word, or you 
alluded that I was unstable in my ministry, you would get quite another response from me. 
 
Why would I be so quick to respond to the charge of lying, breaking my word, or instability in 
ministry?  Why would I pursue those charges while letting a myriad of others go unanswered?  Is it 
because of my pride?  Is it a macho thing in men?  Is it a "man thing" not to allow his character to 
go unchallenged?  Perhaps it is with some, but it is not with me.  Rather, the reason I would be so 
quick to respond to such charges is because, left unanswered, they harm the ministry.  They would 
certainly harm my ministry; they would harm the testimony of Christ and even, to some extent, 
impugn the integrity of God the Father.  That is the stuff of today's study.  That is the argument of 
Paul as it is about to unfold, beginning with verse 15. 
 
Paul has something important on his mind - and he is going to work it in right at the beginning of 
this letter.  He makes a very clever and wise transition, beginning in verse 14 where he leads up to 
his opening volley.  He says: 
 

2Co 1:14  As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also [are] 
ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.,  
 

Then, he transitions: 
 

"and in this confidence I was minded to come unto you..." 
 

As usual, under the control and direction of the Holy Spirit of God, the personality trait of Paul 
shines through.  He is going to address a problem, a charge which has been made concerning his 
own integrity.  Before he does so he affirms his readers. 
 
The presenting issue has to do with Paulôs plans and the problems associated with planning, but 
the issue runs much deeper.  Our outline will look like this: 
 
  I. WHAT The Plan Was 
 II. HOW This Plan Was Made 
III. WHY Plans Must Be Made with Integrity and Reliability 
IV. WHY Paul Chose to Change His Plans 
 

 

I. What the Plan Was 

 
I cannot speak with great authority, but we can report what is generally assumed by the reading of 
verses 15 and 16: 
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2Co 1:15 ¶ And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second 
benefit; And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you 
to be brought on my way toward Judaea. (AV)  
 

It is commonly understood that Paul had promised (in the last chapter of 1 Corinthians) to visit 
these believers and that he had simply not gotten there.  Another possibility is that while he had 
originally planned to come by twice, going to and coming from Macedonia, he was not going to do 
that.  We would deduce this by simply reading verses 14 and 15, and then taking verse 23 as the 
announcement that his plans had changed. 
 
We cannot speak to the exact details, but this we know, plans had been made by Paul and 
announced by Paul, and these plans had somehow changed so that Paul would not be able to 
keep his promise as he had originally stated.  In the opinion of many, it is very likely that the 
charges made against him were very nasty and may even be recorded for us in 2 Corinthians 
10:10. 
 

2Co 10:10  For [his] letters, say they, [are] weighty and powerful; but [his] bodily presence [is] weak, 
and [his] speech contemptible. (AV)  
 

In other words, "Paul talks big in his letters, but he is afraid to come personally because he knows 
that his very presence and speech are weak and contemptible."  That, of course, is a false 
accusation which preachers have believed ever since.  We have all been made to believe that Paul 
was weak, ugly, and impeded in speech.   
 
But, what is the point?  What is the problem?  Plans were made, plans were changed, and the 
enemy had used this occasion to impugn the integrity of Paul and his team. 
 
 

1. First, Paul is going to defend himself.  It is not only right and proper for him to do so, in fact, it 
is absolutely necessary for him to do so.  But, secondly: 
 
2. Paul is going to take advantage of this situation and use it for a higher purpose.  He is 
going to use it to his advantage, or God's advantage.  Instead of whining and crying in the pulpit 
about how badly he has been hurt, instead of focusing on his own hurt, he decides to use this 
occasion to teach us about God. 
 
Have you ever met folks who had one track minds?  You dread being with them because you know 
that, eventually, every conversation is going to lead in the direction of their personal obsession?  
Well, our beloved Paul was such a character, but he had a worthy obsession.  He is going to turn 
this situation around for God's glory.  He is going to defend himself by extolling the glories and 
greatness of God!  Let's watch him do it.   
 
In effect, Paul says, OK, letôs talk about plans and planning.  He does so in verse 17, which we will 
use for our second point of the study. 
 

II. How The Plan Was Made 

 
2Co 1:17  When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness?  or the things that I purpose, do I 
purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay? (AV)  
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This, of course, a rhetorical question where, according to the grammar of the passage, the answer 
is already assumed and the answer is emphatically, No! 
 
1. Godly plans are to be made with sobriety, not lightness: "When I therefore was thus 
minded, did I use lightness?"  The word lightness means levity or fickleness of mind. 
 
While sitting in the barber chair I overheard a lady speaking about another person, and her words 
were: "The problem with him is that he has too many plans and not enough action!"  They have 
plans for this and plans for that and they are going to remodel their house or build a new one and 
they are going to start this business or tear out that wall, and the list goes on and on, but they plan 
with lightness.   
 
To many, planning is a frivolous thing.  They tell you to come by their home at 8 PM and they show 
up at 9 PM.  The list goes on ad infinitum.  Christian friend, that is not a characteristic becoming of 
Christians.    
 
2. Godly plans are to be spiritual, not fleshly.  Notice Paul continuing the question: "éor the things 
that I purpose, do I purpose according to the fleshé?"  There are a large number of believers who 
are rather sanctimonious in their contention that all planning is fleshly and that Christians should 
not make plans, but rather trust in God.  They are out of touch with their Bibles and they are 
certainly out of touch with their God who is a master planner, and they are out of touch with Paul 
who was an incurable planner.  The problem not that planning is fleshly, the problem is with fleshly 
plans.  When is a plan fleshly?  It is fleshly when it is for the glory and pleasure of man rather than 
for the glory and pleasure of God.  Godly planning is to be made with sobriety, not lightness, and it 
is to be spiritual, not fleshly.   
 
3. Godly plans are made with certainty, not with caprice and irresolution.  God does not like 
flippancy and vacillation because, these matters relate to truth and truthfulness and nothing is 
more important to God than truth.  When you change your plans and the things you announce you 
are going to do in an offhanded manner, you lose your believability. 
 
We tease unsaved lawyers and doctors because of their ability to get into our pockets and 
overcharge us for their services.  Nor do we envision the non Christian automobile dealers of 
America as being in line for any medals for honesty and integrity.  In all truthfulness, however, we 
would have to acknowledge that this loss of integrity is more visible in all of our professions and 
occupations.  These things are not to be true of Christians, and Paul is about to explain why as we 
look at the next verses. 
 

III. Why Plans Must Be Made with Integrity, and Reliability 

 
A. Testimony of God is True and Reliable 
 

Verse 18 is actually an oath: 
 

2Co 1:18  But [as] God [is] true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. (AV)  
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Paul and his team wanted these Corinthians to know that their own truthfulness was to reflect the 
truthfulness of the God whom they represented.    This was important to Paul.  He was stating 
categorically that he had not been telling the Corinthians one thing all the while planning to do 
another.    
 
Just like any other pastor, I have had many cruel things said about my ministry over the years and 
most of it ran off like the proverbial water on the duck's back.  But the most difficult thing I have had 
to get over has been the accusation that while I was saying one thing, I was planning to do 
another.  In fact, I was accused of that on two separate occasions when I participated in the 
planting of two separate churches.  In both cases there were folks who insisted that I had told them 
one thing (that I would not start a church) even while I was planning to do another.  I want you to 
know that I react as strongly to them as Paul did here, and for the same reason.  It is not because 
these folks meant any harm.  I do not think they did.  Nor, did I feel the need to defend myself.  But 
rather, it is because the stories they have spread have hindered my testimony and in so doing they 
have greatly hindered the work of the Lord.  This is the reason why Paul is showing such concern.  
He does not want Christôs work hindered.  When you impugn the integrity of the worker and his 
team you impugn the integrity of God and His Son. 
 
In verse 18, we saw the testimony of God is true.  We expand the discussion in verse 19. 
 

2Co 1:19  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, [even] by me and 
Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.  (AV)  
 

B. Testimony of the Son of God is True and Reliable 
 

The message of Jesus Christ did not vacillate.  The word of his servants must not vacillate either.  
Verse 20 summarizes it in a way: 
 

2Co 1:20  For all the promises of God in him [are] yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 
(AV)  

 

All of the promises of God in Christ are yes, not yes and no.  There are no ambivalent, no 
unreliable, no vacillating promises which can be found anywhere in God's Word.  You can take 
every one of them to the bank. 
 
And just how sure can be of these promises of God??  Paul sets up four examples of the absolute 
surety of God's word in his dealings with us.   
 
We will isolate these key words in verses 21 and 22: 
 

2Co 1:21  Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, [is] God;  Who hath 
also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. (AV)  [Underline mine] 

 

1. The surety of God's Word is seen establishing us.  That is a legal word which was used in 
the guaranteeing of a commitment.  When you became a new creation in Christ, you came with a 
guarantee.  God absolutely gives His Word that what He begins in you He will finish.  "Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it.!"  That is quite a guarantee. 
 
2. The surety of Godôs Word is seen in that He has anointed us.  Anointing was the rite of 
commissioning.  The subject of anointing deserves extended treatment, but for now, understand 
that God has not only called you, He has commissioned you to a task in His military. 
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3. The surety of God's Word is seen in He has also sealed us.  Seals were used to protect the 
contents of a document.  They were a testimony to the authenticity of the contents.  Ephesians 
4:30 admonishes: 
 

Eph 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  
(AV)  
 

You are a living epistle and a letter en route.  You are signed and sealed, but not yet delivered.  
You will be delivered on the day of redemption, and the mail will go through.  God's guarantee of 
His commitment to you came through the sealing of His Holy Spirit who is committed with you all 
the way.  Finally, 
 

4. The surety of God's Word is seen in that He has given us an Earnest. 
 

 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.  
 

Proof positive that God is committed to us is the presence and working of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives.  He is the down payment, the deposit, so to speak, on the finished purchase or redemption. 
 
Once again, what is the gist of all this?  What is the point which Paul is making??  God is a God of 
His Word.  He makes a plan and then He follows through on every detail of that plan.  There is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning with Him.  Therefore His servants can afford to set no less 
an example if they would represent Him.  So, that brings us to the final question:   
 
If Paul is such a careful planner who plans soberly, not lightly, and if his planning is spiritual and 
not fleshly because he wants to reflect the truthfulness and forwardness of God, then: 
 
 

IV. Why Did Paul Change His Plan??? 

 

Was it laziness?  Was it irresponsibility?  Was it irritation with the Corinthians?  Was he just sick of 
their faces?  The answer, of course, is no.  In his own words, Paul announces: 
 

2Co 1:23  Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto 
Corinth. Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. 
(AV)  

 

Paul says, "I did it for your sake.  I swallowed my pride.  I stayed away, not because I was afraid of 
my detractors, but because it was not the appropriate time to come."  Had he come earlier and 
fixed their clocks, the delicate balance leadership would have been slanted and they would have 
seen too much of Paul the authority, and not enough of Paul the helper.  There is a time to assert 
authority.  There is also a time to defer.  There is a time to fix clocks.  There is a time to let the Holy 
Spirit work out His plan in the lives of the believer. 
 
So, what have we learned? 
 

We have learned that godly Christians make godly plans. 
We have learned that we have a God who keeps His Word and His promises 
We have learned that when we hurt our testimony we hurt His 
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We have learned a godly leader takes the risk, the risk of misunderstanding, for the sake of 
his sheep.   

 
There is a final reminder that can be seen in the phrase we just quoted: 
 
For all the promises of God in him [are] yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.  
 
God keeps all of His promises through Christ. 
 

One of those promises is simply stated: "éhim that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out."  
And here is another: 
 

Ac 17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent: (AV) Ac 17:31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by [that] man whom he hath ordained; [whereof] he hath given assurance unto all 
[men], in that he hath raised him from the dead.  (AV)  
 

God has given us His assurance that He will keep His Word.  He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Lord Jesus Christ.  What evidence has He left that He will fulfill His intention?  
The evidence is the resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  The fact that God always keeps His 
word can be the source of your greatest fear or the fountain of your greatest joy.  Which side of 
Godôs promises are you on? 
 
 
  



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Brief Introduction to II Corinthians  -  J. Steel ï See Pg. 2 for permissions.    Page 42 of 245.   

 

2 Cor. 2:1-17  

 

Effective Intervention 
 

Intro:  As we move into today's study of chapter two of 2 Corinthians it will help for you to take one 
thought and store it carefully in the back of your mind for about two chapters when you will need it 
again.  Paul is in the process of defending his integrity.  He has probably been accused of 
vacillating at best, and of being afraid to face his challengers, at worst.  Instead of just defending 
himself, Paul has used this occasion to teach us about planning and truthfulness.  Our previous 
study related to that.  We learned that Paul had good reason to change his plans and that it was 
for the sake of the Corinthians themselves that Paul did this.  We must continue down this road for 
a little longer because Paul has not yet let us out of class.  You will need to keep in mind that Paul 
is not yet finished with the discussion of his integrity.  Before long will come back to this general 
theme of the defense of Paul's integrity, as we will again see Paul use this discussion to introduce 
another truth.  For now, let's get back into the classroom and take a good look at chapter two. 
 
In chapter one Paul used this challenge against his integrity to teach us about character in 
planning.  In chapter two he is going to teach us how to conduct ourselves in times of church crisis, 
especially when that crisis is over issues of conduct. 
 
In the first study, we will talk about Effective Intervention, the basics of church discipline.  In the 
next study, we will talk about the Earmarks of Emotional Health.  We will be talking about how a 
good leader handles his own emotions in times of crisis. 
 
Itôs time to focus on Effective Intervention 
 
A few years ago, I would have probably titled this study something like "Dynamics of Discipline.ò  
But, I have a bit of a problem with that, and it has to do with the word discipline.  In biblical terms, 
the word discipline is a good, wholesome word which relates to discipleship.  But the word has 
become somewhat of a buzz word, especially regarding its use in churches.  It is often equated, for 
example, with the word excommunication.  It carries a note of finality with it, almost a concession of 
failure.  We have failed to correct our brother, so we disown him.    
 
Very often, church discipline does end, inevitably, in failure and in closure.  But that is not its 
purpose or intent.  Its purpose is healing and restoration.  For that reason, I prefer the word 
intervention.  The word intervention is broader in its focus.  It implies a process, rather than a 
single act.  The word intervention implies broader involvement because it requires the participation 
of as many folks as possible in the process.  In other words, rather than being simply a dictum 
handed down by church authorities it is a commitment on the part of the whole family to do what is 
right, for themselves, and for the offender.   
 
With this in mind, it is our intention to look at the Process of  Effective Intervention. In the next 
chapter we'll look at the Trial and Triumph of Intervention. 
 

I. The Process of Effective Intervention 

 

As stated, the conceived idea behind church discipline is often the simple impression that it 
consists of a dictum handed down by higher authorities, aimed at justifiably punishing an offender.  
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We should not settle for this shallow view which leads to ineffective results.  Instead, we want to list 
the basic ingredients of effective intervention. 
 
 

A. Effective Intervention Requires Loving Confrontation. 
 

We have a classic example of effective intervention occurring right before our eyes in 2 
Corinthians.  Based upon our study of 1 Corinthians, we believe we have permission to assume 
just exactly what has been going on here.  We think we understand the background of this chapter.  
Here is the short of it: 
 
While there were many problems extant in the Corinthian church including party rivalries, carnality, 
disorderly conduct, and doctrinal abuse, one man had singled himself out as a very special 
offender.  His immoral conduct had occasioned blasphemy by the world because of his fornication.  
We believe that what Paul has been saying to these believers is that if he had come to them, after 
learning these things,  he would have had to come with a rod.  He would have had to scold them 
for not dealing with this issue. 
 
1.) We have a biblical duty to confront the offender. 
 
Notice the seriousness of this situation in 1 Corinthians 5:9 
 

1Co 5:9 ¶ I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the 
fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs 
go out of the world. But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with 
such an one no not to eat.  For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge 
them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person. (AV)  
 

So, we see this man had already been confronted.  Notice that:  
 
2.) We have a corporate duty to confront the offender.  What interests us throughout this whole 
discussion is the fact that the Corinthians themselves are expected to participate in this process.  
Never lose sight of that thought.  It is not the duty of the pastor to confront.  It is not the duty of the 
deacons to confront.  It is the duty of each of us as individuals to confront.  We all must participate 
in every step of the intervention process.  We have a duty to confront the erring brother. 
 
Sin is so much like cancer that a whole book could be written on the analogy.  The secret of 
dealing with cancer is early detection.  When believers, who sense subtle changes in the body, 
respond quickly to those changes, very often, the spread of the problem can be stopped.  When 
we stick our proverbial heads in the sand the cancer grows. 
 
3.) We have a loving duty to confront the offender.  We confront him because our love for him 
has obligated us to confront him.  You may have noticed the word love is underscored this portion 
of the outline.  Effective intervention requires loving confrontation.   
 
Look at these verses in our chapter and count up the emotional words... verse 1, heaviness;  
verse 2 sorry, glad, sorry; verse 3, sorrow, rejoice, joy; verse 4 affliction, anguish of heart, 
grieved; verse 5, grief, grieved; verse 8, confirm your love toward him.. 
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It seems that there are really only two reasons why we ever confront anyone. Either we confront 
folks because of our love for God and our fellow man, or we confront folks because we love 
ourselves.  The motive on confrontation is critical. 
 
I have seen many brethren confronted, so to speak, biblically, but they have not been confronted 
lovingly.  I know the discipline is going on, not out of love, but out of self centered motives on the 
part of the pastors and boards involved.  Recently, in our town, one pastor disciplined four or five 
families in his church because they made the mistake of respectfully disagreeing with him!  That is 
not intervention!  That is interdiction!  That is not confrontation motivated by love for God and our 
fellow man.  That is confrontation motivated by self preservation.  If there is no emotion involved in 
this intervention process, it is probably wrongly motivated.  This will be addressed again later.  
Notice the second requirement for effective intervention: 
 

B. Effective Intervention Requires Enforced Separation. 
 

Again, we do not see this in our immediate text because the separation in this case has already 
occurred.  The Corinthians had already been instructed to "put away from among themselves that 
wicked person." 
 
The first question on our mind is "Why must this be done?" We have already dealt with the answer 
in 1 Corinthians.   
 
a. We separate ourselves from the disobedient in order to protect our children and 
ourselves.  Galatians 5:9 says "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump."  When we make 
exceptions we all consider ourselves exceptions to the rule.  We do not make exceptions because 
it is the pastor's child or the deacon's child or the wealthy man's child.  We separate from sin.  
When we do not, it spreads like the aforementioned cancer. 
 
b. We also separate ourselves to protect other congregations.  In Sacramento, where I 
preached for many years, it is the same way I assume it is everywhere else.  Christian fornicators 
gravitate to the larger congregations where they can have their cake and eat it too, in a ñnon-
judgmentalò atmosphere.  The problem is that these believers carry their infection with them, and 
even greater numbers of folks are infected with their tolerant attitudes toward sin. 
 
c. We separate ourselves in an effort to intervene in the life of the disobedient.  We do this by 
escalating his problem for him.  The goal is to associate sorrow and shame with his conduct.  If the 
man cannot see the sorrow his sin will eventually bring we escalate the law of natural 
consequence by bringing into play the law of logical consequence, so that he will associate the 
discomfort he is feeling with the sin he is committing. 
 
Shame, properly used, is a valid disciplinary tool, though the secular psychologist will often argue 
otherwise.  It is not a pleasant thing to administer shame, but it is fundamental to helping the 
offender.  The test is coming to your congregation.  Your resolve in being willing to do this will be 
tested.  The only question is when.   
 
It is better that we shame our brother now, than that he be allowed to go on and experience shame 
in that great day.  The Lord Jesus said in Revelation 3:18 
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Re 3:18  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. (AV)  
 

Muse on these words found in Revelation 16:15 
 

Re 16:15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed [is] he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he 
walk naked, and they see his shame. (AV)  
 

We have said that effective intervention requires loving confrontation and enforced separation.  We 
have asserted that the motive for that enforced separation is to spare the flock from the influence 
of sin, to spare other congregations from that same influence, and to bring shame to bear on the 
offender.  We want him to taste in advance the future shame his sin will bring upon him if he does 
not repent. 
 
The presenting question is this, are you ready to be obedient in this matter?  Are you ready to do 
this?  When your pastor calls a congregational meeting around a communion table some Sunday 
evening, and an erring brother is presented for intervention who has already been lovingly 
confronted, will you stand with the obedient?   
 
This is not where intervention ends.  Hopefully, this is where it begins.  There are additional steps 
which must follow.  Notice the next requirement.  This one is found directly in the passage in front 
of us.   
 
C. Effective Intervention Requires Measured Application. 
 

Notice the wording of Paul in this passage: 
 

2Co 2:6  Sufficient to such a man [is] this punishment, which [was inflicted] of many. (AV)  
 

As indicated earlier, we will come back to this passage and approach it from a different angle later.  
It suffices us to make the point of verse 6.  Look at the essential ingredients: 
 
ñSufficient to such a manéò  The punishment was not to go out without measurement.  This is why 
we should hate the word excommunication.  It belongs only in Arminian churches such as the 
Catholic Church where it is taught that you can damn your own soul.  Excommunication implies no 
hope, no path of return, no restoration.  Intervention does not imply these unbiblical concepts. 
 
1.) First, read it this way:  Sufficient to such a mané I believe we are to infer something from 
that.  I believe Paul is saying that this kind of action was appropriate to this kind of man.  In other 
words, the discipline was metered and measured to the need of the person involved. 
 
2.) But we can also read it this way, Sufficient to such a man...  In this case, it is the word 
sufficient which catches our attention.  There seems to be a play on words here - one of Paul's 
favorite attention getters.  The Greek word for sufficient is usually translated ñmany or muchò in 
your Bible.  What we may well be reading here is this:  "Many or much is the punishment inflicted 
of many."   
 
Please understand this fundamental point; the power of shaming comes in the participation of the 
many.  If it is only the pastor and the deacons who do it, the effect of the shaming goes no further.  
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It is a very popular thing to keep such intervention entirely in the closet and it is also a very 
common thing for such intervention to fail.  The power of shaming comes in numbers.   
 
Furthermore, if it is only our local assembly who shares in this shaming, the effect goes no further.  
Your church should be no haven for believers under discipline under another assembly, be they 
your stripe or not, the power of shaming is in the power of numbers.  But herein also lies the 
danger of shaming, many or much is the punishment inflicted of many.  It must never be used 
beyond its intended purpose.  It must always be withdrawn when it is accomplished.  And this does 
bring us to the last step in the process of intervention: 
 

D. Effective Intervention Requires Unqualified Restoration. 
 

There is no such thing as a Christian ex-convict.  When repentance is full, when adequate 
evidence of that repentance has been supplied, forgiveness must be as absolute and as complete 
as Christ's forgiveness is for us when we repent. 
 
1.) This forgiveness is needed to complete the intervention process.  Look at verses 7 and 8: 
 

2Co 2:7  So that contrariwise ye [ought] rather to forgive [him], and comfort [him], lest perhaps such a 
one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. (AV) 2Co 2:8  Wherefore I beseech you that ye 
would confirm [your] love toward him. (AV)  
 

It is a sad waste to bring a man to repentance and then lose him because he somehow feels like a 
second class Christian when he returns to us.  True repentance calls for true forgiveness. 
 
Our congregation needs to know that we expect true repentance, not just cessation of the 
disobedient practice.  I have had couples actually come to me and say "OK, We're not living 
together anymore, now will you marry us?ò  No real agreement with God about their sin was 
involved.  They just wanted the heat removed.  However, when repentance is true and complete, 
so should restoration. 
 
2.) Forgiveness is not only needed to complete the process, it is required.   Paul makes these 
Corinthians fully accountable to this last step.  He says: 
 

2Co 2:9  For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in 
all things.  

 

Paul said that their willingness to forgive was proof of their obedience, obedience to Paul and 
obedience to God.  We do not have the luxury of saying, "Well, the church has forgiven him, but I 
never will".    
 
Paul is so emphatic about the necessity of this final step that he attaches his own name and 
reputation to it.  There must be no mistake. 
 

2Co 2:10  To whom ye forgive any thing, I [forgive] also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave 
[it], for your sakes [forgave I it] in the person of Christ; (AV)  
 

This is the sum of it all.  Discipline cannot begin with a pastor and not be carried out by the 
congregation.  Forgiveness cannot be carried out by the congregation and not the pastor.  The 
whole process and power of intervention is that it is a community act.  And what happens if we 
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break down at any stage?  At confrontation?  At Separation, at Application, at Reparation?  The 
consequences are always the same: Satan gets an advantage over us.  Paul notes: 
 

2Co 2:11  Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. (AV)  
 

There is no time when the body of Christ is more vulnerable than when there is sin in the camp.  
Be it in the pulpit or the pew, on the deacon board or the keyboard, open wounds lead to infection.  
I said earlier that sin is like cancer.   Intervention, on the other hand, is very much like cancer 
surgery.  If you do not operate, Satan gets an advantage.   If you operate and the patient dies, 
Satan gets the advantage.  If you operate and do not close up the wound and bring it to a 
terminus, Satan gets the advantage. 
 
The solution is to avoid any surgery at all.  If we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged.  Let us all chasten ourselves so that we do not have to endure the chastening of the Lord.  
In addition, please remember this, if you are an unsaved friend.   You have been looking in on the 
workings of the family of God. 
 
Just as every home and family has its standards and its order, so too does the family of God.  It is 
in the strength of that discipline, that tough love, and that loving discipline that we rescue one 
another from the neighborhood in which we live. 
 
If you, on the other hand, are still without Christ you are, effectively, in the neighborhood without a 
family, without all of the sanctifying effects and riches of a family atmosphere.   You may think you 
are getting off easy, living on the streets, without the disciplining hand of a loving father, but you 
are alone, without hope, and lost. 
 
We all need to be a part of a church family with its traditions and disciplines.  But there is 
something far more important to consider.  Today, at this very hour, the Father has extended an 
invitation for you to be a part of His family.   He can extend this invitation because He so loved the 
world that He sent His only Son, that whosoever believes on Him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  You would be wise to settle this matter of your salvation today! 
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2 Cor. 2:1-14 

 

The Price and Reward of Intervention 
 

Intro: We have been talking about effective intervention, the mechanics and the goal of the 
intervention process whereby we seek to bring an erring brother back into right fellowship with 
God.   In our previous study we looked at chapter two from a mechanical perspective and we were 
occupied with intervention with regard to its process.   
 
We conclude our study of chapter two today wearing a different set of glasses, stressing emotional 
health, and talking first, about the price of intervention.  We will also look briefly at the rewards of 
intervention. 
 

I. The Price of Effective Intervention 

 

To coin the words of our Savior, "Ye have surely heard the proverb, Physician heal thyself."  Do 
not give your advice on athlete's foot to me if you still have it.  When we deplore the quality of 
emotional health we are encountering in our pews today, we must start with our pulpits and 
leadership boards and teachers.   If we do not have stable godly men there how can we build them 
in the pew?  If the Sunday School teacher cannot keep her temper, how then can the scholar?  
This naturally leads to the question, what is the key to strong emotional health? How do we 
develop it in our pastors and leaders?  What is the source of good emotional health?    
 
Our proposition is unique.  It is actually a twofold proposition.  It is a contention that you will rarely 
find in counseling guides, so you will want to observe carefully.    
 
The first part of the proposition is this, good emotional health is not a thing to be sought after.  It is 
not a goal to be achieved.  It is not to be sought any more than joy or happiness should be sought.  
Good emotional health is not something that we pursue; it is something that occurs spontaneously. 
 
The second part of the proposition is this, good emotional health is the result of the application of 
love under pressure.  Love, properly applied in times of stress, produces the good fruit of 
emotional stability.    Right now, this statement may sound foreign.  Hopefully, it will seem 
reasonable before we finish.   Turning, our chapter, then, into a laboratory on emotional health, 
notice what love under pressure produces. 
 
We are too general in our discussion of love and far too willing to settle for the poetry of 1 
Corinthians 13.  We are too weak in the pragmatics of love.  Step into the laboratory and observe 
the Apostle Paul.  Observe love under pressure.   
 
A. Love under Pressure Produces A Confession of Dependence 

 
2Co 2:1 ¶ But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness.  For if I 
make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me? (AV)  
 

Consider the world's psychological models.  All the Freudian has to offer is guilt, preferably sexual 
guilt. He tells you that you should never have gotten in the sinking boat. The Rogerian, on the 
other hand stands at a distance and holds you off, asking you the questions, encouraging you to 
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interact with yourself.  While you are drowning he encourages you to consider reasonable 
solutions for your problem, but you must discover the life preserver on your own.    
 
The Christian, on the other hand, jumps in the water with the sinking swimmer.  Notice the wording 
of Paul in verse 3: 
 

2Co 2:3  And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I 
ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is [the joy] of you all. (AV)    
 

Did you see what Paul is doing in these verses?   He is committing the cardinal sin of psychology.   
He is confessing his co-dependency with the victim in the healing process. The co-dependent in 
psychology often wants, of course, the opposite result.  He needs the victim's problem in order to 
authenticate his own worthiness.   Paul's co-dependence is of another sort. Paul is saying, if you 
fail, part of me fails!  If you drown, part of me drowns!   If you make it out of the water, part of me 
lives with you!   My emotions are inextricably linked with your problem.   I want you to succeed for 
your sake and for my sake, because your sake is my sake!  Our mutual joy is co-dependent. 
 
Love under pressure produces a confession of healthy co-dependence! 
  

B. Love under Pressure Produces Control of Our Own Responses. 
 

1.) Sometimes there must be a willingness to wait when our natures tell us to act!  We saw that in 
verse 1 where Paul said: 
 

But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness. (AV) 
 

There are, regretfully, those among us whose nature is to jump right in with both feet!  They do not 
understand that, for everything there is a time and a season.  When an offense or problem occurs, 
they leave no stone unturned.  They have not learned that there is a time to speak and a time to be 
silent.  They have not learned that they are partners with God and the Holy Spirit in the correction 
process.  Love considers first the impact of the rebuke on the person, measures its intensity, and 
then bides its time for the proper application of the rebuke.  It is not hurried.   Sometimes, then, 
there must be a willingness to wait when our natures tell us to act. 
 
2.) Other times there must be a willingness act when we would rather wait.   For every 
impetuous soul among us who would jump in too soon, there are two of us who wait too long.   
Like many of these same Corinthians, we have to be forced to move into action.  Love under 
pressure gives us that motivation we cannot find within ourselves. 
 
As noted earlier, when someone says "Let him who is without sin cast the first stone,ò more likely 
than not it is expressed by someone who wants to avoid the problem.   When we avoid discipline, it 
shows that we do not care for those in need of the act.   
 
3.) Other times, there must be a willingness to stop after we have started.   Like these 
Corinthians who first could not get going in their disciplinary process and then could not stop, we 
too, must overcome the inertia of staying in motion.   
 
Love under pressure causes us to control our responses so that they are timely and appropriate.    
Remember that, Dad, in your own disciplinary process in the home.  Controlled responses bring 
satisfying results.  Uncontrolled, untimed responses will aggravate and exacerbate the problem.    
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C. Love under Pressure Produces a Commitment of our Own Emotions.  Verse 4 
 
2Co 2:4  For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye 
should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. (AV)  
 

Paul says, out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears, not that ye 
should be grieved but that ye might know the love I have abundantly unto you. 
 
In the early years of my ministry I was more distracted by protagonists than I am now.  I would hear 
them tell how I was not loving enough, not evangelistic enough, not organized enough, not trained 
enough, not spiritual enough, not pastoral enough, not fruitful enough, and all the rest.   In the 
middle years of my ministry it occurred to me that I had nothing to worry about, for the very ones 
who were making these accusations were, themselves, the most noisy, but the least productive in 
my congregations.   That is, they themselves were transferring their guilt and their problems and 
their inward anger on me.  And so, I learned to have a little more compassion for them and more 
patience.   
 
It was not until the more recent years of my ministry that I began focusing differently on the issues.  
I learned that not one of these protagonists loved me as a person.   At the same time there were 
folks in my ministry who criticized me, suggested corrections, challenged my infinite wisdom and 
authority on a wide range of issues, and got away with it.  They even managed to bring about 
significant changes in my preaching and administration. 
 
What was the difference between them and the protagonists?  They were committing their 
emotional energies not just to the problem but to me, personally.  They got away with it because 
there was a bond of love between us.   They were on my team.  They were in my corner.  I was in 
their corner.   And, my, such freedom we had to lay the cards on the table!  Love under pressure 
produces a commitment of our own energies (and I might add, resources) to the person and his 
problem. 
 

D. Love under Pressure Produces Courage to Confront 
 
Now, we look at the coin on the other side.  We all fill the roles of both the confronted and the 
confronter.    Love makes us willing to prod.  It makes us willing to nudge.  It makes us willing come 
alongside the brother and beseech him.  Love produces this courage in us.  This is what Paul is 
doing in verses 8 and 9: 
 

2Co 2:8  Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm [your] love toward him.  For to this end also 
did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things.   

  

No one (in our culture) likes to prevail on others.  We pass around clipboards for sign-ups because 
it relieves us of the duty of having to ask someone directly if they would help cleaning the church.  
Personally, I hate to ask people to do things. 
 
One time I took upon myself the challenge to consider which man, in all of my former ministries, I 
considered the most fruitful person.    Who was the most fruitful of them all?  Who did well with his 
family?  Who was most productive in building up the flock?   The answer to each question brought 
Charlie to mind.    It was Charlie, whose own children went into the Lord's work; Charlie, who 
single handedly built the AWANA ministry in that church; Charlie, who built up the board of that 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Brief Introduction to II Corinthians  -  J. Steel ï See Pg. 2 for permissions.    Page 51 of 245.   

 

church.  And, to the best of my knowledge, he spent little or no time as a teacher.  He knew his 
doctrine well, but he was not a theologian. Now Charlie was not perfect, but he was fruitful.  What 
was his secret? 
 
Charlie knew how to prod. Charlie had the courage to confront gently.  He knew how to quietly, but 
firmly expect accountability.   When he saw a young man attending the morning services, but not 
the evening service, he would give that man no rest until he started attending evening services.  
When any of our 16 board members showed up late to a board meeting he reminded them.  When 
he saw a man with a hammer, he found the wood for him to pound on.  Charlie could always be 
found relentlessly prodding others to do more and be better for Christ, in practical ways. 
 
Here is the point.  If you are not willing to confront, you must not picture yourself as a loving 
person.  You are just a wimpy noodle, loveable, perhaps, but wimpy.  Fear of confrontation must 
never be disguised as love or tolerance.  It is denial at best and a lie at worst.   Love, in the 
pressure cooker of crisis, will have the courage to confront, to prod, and to admonish.  Learn this 
skill and you too, will be fruitful.    
 
Now, please notice, 
 
E. Love under Pressure Produces the Consignment of our Own Interests. 
 

2Co 2:10  To whom ye forgive any thing, I [forgive] also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave 
[it], for your sakes [forgave I it] in the person of Christ; (AV)    [Underline mine.] 

 
Whatever is Paul saying?   What is he driving at?  I believe Paul is saying this.  Whatever 
emotional stake you have in this problem personally, give it up.   Forgive it, release it.  To whatever 
extent damage has been done to you (if any has been done) release it.  I release it for your sake.  I 
do so in the name or the person of Christ.   
 
Love releases unpaid emotional debts.  Love knows that, in the final analysis, there can never be 
such a thing as perfect reconciliation.  Yes, there must always be an effort to arrive at the truth, but 
very often, the truth can never be discovered.  If we wait until all the facts are conceded, and we 
wait until we get our apology, everything else goes on hold.   Have you been offended?  Have you 
been betrayed?   Have you sought reconciliation?  Have you sought resolution and terminus?  
Then forgive it.   Lest Satan should get advantage of us. 
 

Take a brief look at verses 14-16 and see the end result, the goal and purpose of all this 
discussion.  We shall call it: 
 

II. The Triumph of Intervention 

 
2Co 2:14  Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one [we are] the savour of death unto 
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who [is] sufficient for these things? (AV)  

 

There are some technical matters concerning this passage which will have to wait for another 
study.  We conclude with just this one thought.  It is God who is to be thanked.  God always leads 
us to triumph. 
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God must be emphasized because He is the crux of this statement.   You may not have godly 
parents.  I cannot help that.  You may not have a faithful mate.  I cannot change that.  You may not 
be happy with your church.  I cannot change that.  Your employment circumstances may be 
horrible.  I cannot change that.   Your neighbors may lay awake at night thinking of ways to taunt 
you.  I cannot change that.   The police may have arrested you falsely.  I cannot change that. 
 
I can only tell you this.  That if all of the above things are true about you at the same time, you can 
still triumph in Christ.  You can still have the victory in a given trial.  Personally, I love to quote the 
little ditty that says, "It's hard to soar like an eagle when you're flying with turkeys!"  And it is hard, 
but it can be done.   Young people, you can remain pure while everyone around you in your own 
youth group defiles himself.  Businessman, you can remain honest, while everyone else resorts to 
cover-ups.  And churchman, you can stand tall and true in the worst of church crises, and come 
out the stronger.  What is the secret of this triumph which is ours in Christ? 
 
Victory and maturity comes from the application of love to the circumstances of life.   It comes from 
our mutual confession of our dependence upon one another.  It comes from the control of our 
responses.  It comes from committing our own emotional resources to meeting the needs of others.  
It comes from having the courage to confront and prod your friends.  It comes from the 
consignment of our own interests to the cause of Christ.   
 
Have you ever asked yourself, what really is maturity?  What really is emotional stability?  What 
really is patience?   What really is a good disposition?   What really is meekness? 
 
All of these things are results that come about as believers seek to apply the shoe leather of love 
to the soles of their lives.   These all occur when we decide to make love work.  Maturity results 
when we filter all of our words and actions at home, at work, and at school through love. 
 
The next time you mouth off to your mother, ask yourself, was that love speaking?   The next time 
you disappoint your teacher, ask yourself, was that love causing me to do that?   When you love 
God, you obey God.   When you love God you keep yourself pure from the filthiness of this world.  
And when you love God, you invest yourself in the lives of other. 
 
 
God also loves us, of course.  He loved us so much that He made a great investment in our lives.  
That is the substance of John 3:16.  You cannot truly love others until you have experienced God's 
love. 
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2 Cor. 2:12-17  

  
 

Savoring the Struggle 

 
Intro: In the days before television there was more effort to hone our skills for story telling and the 
passing down of historical information through oral traditions.  Many of the stories and legends 
which I remember hearing from the old folks as they gathered had to do, not with great hunters or 
great politicians, but rather, with great preachers and men of God.  Hearing such stories benefited 
me in many ways, inspired visions about what I could do for Christ, and warned me of the pitfalls 
into which others had fallen.  In addition to that heritage, I had the joy of growing up at a Christian 
conference center where I cut my teeth on the sermons of many great men of God.  I also saw 
some of them up close as I served them their meals and parked their cars.  These experiences 
enriched me in many ways. Strangely, however there was a lesson which I learned, almost 
incidentally as a result of this exposure, a lesson I have never been able to put aside.  I determined 
that I never wanted to be anyone's legend.   
 
The reason is this:  Men who are legendary successes in one area of their lives are usually 
colossal failures in other areas, and the ratio seems to be exponential, the more legendary one is, 
the more observable his failures are.  It is neither wholesome nor healthy to aspire to be someone 
else's legend.  The man who is known for his wonderful mastery of the Greek may possibly be a 
terrible communicator.  The man who is known for his fiery preaching may also have a fiery 
temper.  In short, very few of our ñlegendsò are balanced men of God.  Virtually every genius to 
whom I have been exposed, in any field, has been eccentric.   
 
Paul is a stated exception to this rule.  Paul was so devoted to Christ that he was able to channel 
even his eccentricities to glorify Christ.  He was balanced, He was scholarly, and he was intensely 
personal.  He was driven, but he did not drive others.  And, most of all, he was transparent. 
 
As I meditated on these last few verses of chapter two I decided that I could not leave them behind 
without taking one more look at a man of God, caught up in the struggle, active in his ministry, and 
fulfilled in his ministry.  There is still an example here from which we can learn. There is a glimpse 
of truth which we should not leave behind.  
 
We shall call verses 12 and 13, A Glimpse of the Struggle, and we will call verses 14-16, A 
Glimpse of the Glory.  Look first, then at verses 12 and 13 and catch: 
 

I. A Glimpse of the Struggle 

 
2Co 2:12 ¶ Furthermore, when I came to Troas to [preach] Christ's gospel, and a door was opened 
unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my 
leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia. (AV)  
 

I see a focused Apostle in this passage, and he is focused on three things.  First, I see 
 
A.  An Open Door 

 
Furthermore, when I came to Troas to [preach] Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the 
Lord 
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1.) One thing to notice is that there is such a thing as opened and closed doors.  God raises 
up ministries and God closes them down, in his time.  In Acts 14:27 we read how the Apostles 
returned to Antioch, the church which had released them to missionary work, and we read: 
 

Ac 14:27  And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that 
God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. (AV)  [Underline 
mine.] 

 
I choose not to struggle with you over the issues of the sovereignty of God and man's 
responsibility.  I choose not to grapple today with issues of election and predestination.   I desire 
only to emphasize this one fact:  God opened this door of faith to the Gentiles.  We are always 
obligated to preach this gospel, but there are times when we see more apparent success than at 
other times.  There are times when God opens doors. 
 
2.) This reminds us that we should seek open doors.   We should not just close our eyes and place 
our fingers on a map and then decide that that is where God wants us to go.  We should be 
listening for the call for help from Macedonia.   We should be watching for the open door.  
Revelation 3:7 is a case in point: 
 

Re 3:7 ¶ And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. (AV)  
 

The word I want to emphasize here is the word behold.  Behold, I have set before thee an open 
door.  Open your eyes!  God has an open door for the faithful Philadelphian.   No man can shut 
that door.  The only way failure can come is by failing to go through it. 
 
Not only does God give open doors to individuals, but also, I believe He gives it to churches.  
While I cannot give you chapter and verse, I am of the certain conviction that God tailors special 
ministries and responsibilities to each assembly, just as He does individual believers.  We have a 
door to go through. 
 
3.)  The third thing you need to know about open doors is that passage through them 
usually intimates struggle.  It applies whether we are talking about the little strength of the 
Philadelphians here, or Paul's struggle for utterance which he wrote about to the Colossians: 
 

Col 4:3  Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: (AV)  

 
The door of utterance for the pastor on Sunday mornings is at least partially unlocked by the 
prayers of God's people on Wednesdays.  Every week, folks in godly assemblies pray that there 
would be freedom in their pulpits. 
But open doors usually open to struggle.   Do you remember the words of Paul in chapter 16? 
 

1Co 16:8, 9   But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and [there are] many adversaries. (AV)  
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This passage again reveals these two critical facts:  First, Paul made his plans around open doors 
and secondly, open doors usually opened to great struggles.  Opportunity, properly welcomed, 
brings the bedmate of adversity with it.    
 
We are looking at Paul.  We are considering his focus.  The first thing we have seen is An Open 
Door.  Notice secondly: 
 
B. An Aching Heart. 
 

, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother:  
 

We do not know a lot about this godly Greek.  We know enough to know that he was involved in 
the relationship between Paul and the Corinthians and that later he would pastor in Crete, setting 
up elders in churches there,  where he would receive that famous letter which we call Titus in our 
Bibles. 
 
We do not know a lot but we know enough, and we can almost read between the lines.  
Personally, I suspect that Paul is hinting at something here.  He wants the Corinthians to know that 
his investment of Titus on their behalf to help settle the Corinthian issue has kept Titus from being 
here on the front lines with Paul at a time of strategic opportunity. 
 
Is there a lesson from this?  Of course there is.  Every time Christian leaders have to focus on 
problems in the flock they are being kept off the firing line in some other area of ministry where 
their gifts and impact are needed. 
 
Paul is not just hindered by Titus's absence, he longs for Titus, the person.  He cares about Titus's 
own welfare.   It just provides one more insight into the kind of heart which is fruitful.  Paul cared 
about people.  He cared deeply.  He allowed his heart to ache for them. Some pastors cry for 
themselves.  Some pastors cry for others.  It is simple as that. 
 
We see an Open Door and an Aching Heart.  Now take one final Glimpse at the Struggle and 
notice in verse 13. 
 

2Co 2:13  I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, 
I went from thence into Macedonia. (AV)  
 

I call this last sentence: 
 

C. Itchy Feet 
 

étaking my leave of theméI went from thence into Macedonia. 
 

At one point Paul stayed several years on one place, but the interval between packing suitcases 
was usually measured in months, or weeks, or sometimes, even days.   
 
Some look at this verse and suggest that Paul has been forced to turn his back on the open door 
at Troas because he was so obsessed with the absence of Titus that he could not focus.  I say that 
is neither logical nor in keeping with Paul's character.  The Lord opened that door at Troas, and it 
is not likely that Paul just walked away from it for greener pastures.  He would not have allowed the 
disobedience of the believers at Corinth to be the cause of his own disobedience. 
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Rather, the lesson to learn is that the servant of Christ must be willing to sleep with his sandals 
nearby.  The cloud and the pillar may rest for a long time or for a short time.  This is very often the 
price which the servant of Christ must pay, and it is more often than not the test which prospective 
servants fail.  But there still is a lesson here for the meditating Christian.   
 
The lesson is this:  There is a difference between an open door and a greener pasture.  There are 
two dangers for each saint who walks by faith:  One is to stay when God is saying "Go," and the 
other is to go when God is saying "Stay!"  There is a skill involved in following that cloud. 
 
We will verses 14 and 15: 
 

II. A Glimpse of the Glory 

 
2Co 2:14  Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one [we are] the savour of death unto 
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who [is] sufficient for these things? (AV)  
 

There is something in Paul which savors the struggle.  There is something in Paul which causes 
him to go looking for more trouble as soon as he gets out of what he is in.  There is something in 
Paul which causes him to welcome the battle, much in the same way a seasoned warrior longs to 
be with his troops when he has been called away.   
 
The secret was not simply found in Paul's great love for Christ and thankfulness for his past 
salvation.  Nor did secret of Paul's stamina in the fray come from his past victories.  The secret of 
Paul's great thirst for Christian warfare, his stalwart, forward pressing, never-say-die, "on to victory" 
spirit was found in his ability, not to look back but to look forward while pressing for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  We might say that Paul had one eye on his struggles but he 
had one eye on the clouds, and dimly through those clouds, he could see a coming day.  What 
kind of a day did he see?   He is describing it for us in these very verses.  It is the day of Triumph, 
simply called in Roman times:  The Triumph. 
 
When a Roman leader went forth to a major battle he went forth in anticipation of his return.  If he 
returned with a great victory and met certain requirements, the Senate would vote and he would be 
lawfully crowned as a triumphant.  He had to have been the actual commander-in-chief in the 
battle.  At least 5,000 of the enemy had to have fallen in a single engagement.   New land had to 
have been acquired.  In the Greek this was called the thriambeutoni hemas.  There is absolutely 
no doubt in any serious student's mind that this is the picture that Paul is painting. 
 
In the triumphal procession the victorious general marched through the streets of Rome to the 
Capitol in a stated marching order.  The state officials and the senators came first, then the 
trumpeters, then some of the spoils of war were paraded, even pictures of the captured land and 
models of the conquered ships were floated along in the parade.  Then followed the white bull of 
sacrifice, the captive princes, leaders, and generals in chains who would shortly meet their fate.  
They were followed by the musicians and priests swinging their censers with their sweet smelling 
incense.  Finally, the conquering general himself, fully clad in an embroidered purple toga with 
golden stars, and with an ivory scepter with the Roman eagle carved on the top.  He  was drawn in 
a chariot drawn by four horses, followed by his family, and then the triumphant armies!  As they 
moved through the flower strewn streets the crowds shouted "Lo Triumphe!"    
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Now, that is the day Paul longed for!  The day when His General, the Lord Jesus Christ would 
receive the glory due to His name.  Paul knew that this coming day was worth all this suffering, all 
these church problems from within, and all the attacks of the enemy from without.  What a glorious 
day this will be! 
 
There were two groups in that parade, the prisoners who marched in front of the censers, and the 
victorious soldiers who marched behind.  As that incense permeated the streets it carried two 
entirely different messages.  Listen to Paul's words again: 
 

2Co 2:14  Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one [we are] the savour of death unto 
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who [is] sufficient for these things? (AV)  

 

I have on file an old clipping regarding  the persecution of a Baptist church in Massachusetts. I 
want to read part of the article: 
 

August 29 1996 (David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist News Service, 1219 N.Harns Rd., Oak Harbor, 
WA 98277) - A number of charges have been made against the Anchor Baptist Church (Independent 
Baptist) of Woburn, Massachusetts, and it is under aggressive investigation by the state Department of 
Social Services (DSS), local police departments, and the district attorney's office. The charge involves 
children and teenagers who allegedly were "lured" from housing projects on buses with promises of 
basketball, games, pizza, and a treasure hunt. According to the accusations, the children were taken, 
instead, to the church and were baptized.  "Once inside, according to DSS sources, the children were 
asked to change into robes for the ceremony in which each child was dunked in a small pool or tub or 
water." The father of a sixteen-year-old who was involved in this, claimed that the kids were "told they 
were going to be baptized," and "the kids who didn't want to be baptized stayed in the main church 
and the other kids were taken downstairs to change."  
 
It appears that the DSS is finding grounds for prosecution. According to a report in the Boston Globe 
on August 27, the DSS has determined that one 8-year-old boy was "emotionally harmed last month 
when he was allegedly brought to a Woburn church for baptism under false pretenses." DSS 
spokesman Robert Hutchinson said, "Clinically, there were enough grounds that the child was in an 
emotionally neglectful situation."  
 
The Boston Globe reported that the caretakers for the child at the time of the alleged neglect were 
church members.  

 
My purpose for reading the article is not to pronounce final judgment on any of the parties involved.  
It is to underscore a single point,  Notice how completely opposite two views can be concerning the 
same incident.  On the one side, we see a typical Baptist church winning boys and girls to Christ 
and baptizing those who have come to know the Lord in simple obedience to the great 
commission. 
 
On the other side we see children being lured from housing projects with promises of pizza and 
basketballs.  Once there they are being told to change their clothes in order to be dunked in a pool 
or a tub of water.  Very clearly, here we have the legal basis for child neglect at best and child 
abuse at worst! 
 
How can there be such a divergence??  Because: 
 

 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:  
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To the one [we are] the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life.  
 
And who [is] sufficient for these things? (AV)  
 

It may be that we do not have the full story.  It may be that that church could have done some 
things to avoid this persecution and these perceptions.  It may be that, with proper communication 
and procedures, the whole problem could have been avoided.  I do not know. But this one thing I 
do know:  To the one [we are] the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life 
unto life, and it will always be that way! 
 
Now, the entire world may line up against the LORD and His anointed saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder and cast away their cords from us, but, He who sits in the heavens will laugh.  The 
Lord shall have them in derision. 
 
Unbelieving friend, as harsh as these words may sound, you would do well to heed to the words of 
this Psalm from which we have quoted: 
 

Ps 2:12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish [from] the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little.  Blessed [are] all they that put their trust in him. (AV)  
 

And believers, we would all do well to keep our eyes on the prize, to look for and long for that 
grand and glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.  That is when our 
General will triumph, once and for all, spoiling the enemies over whom He has already announced 
His victory.  
 
HE will win.  WE will win.  Savor the struggle.  The day of glory is dawning!  Take your place in the 
fray!   
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2 Cor. 2:17-3:6   

 

Living Letters 
 

Intro: While it is not uncommon for me to carry around and preach from several different Bibles I 
do have one Bible which seems to end up with me in the pulpit more than others do.  If you were to 
examine that Bible you would find several passages where the paper is stained from its heavy use.  
One of those places is Luke 4.  I like to think I have something in common with Billy Sunday, for in 
this regard, no matter when or where Sunday was preaching.  His Bible always lay open first to 
Luke 4:18.  The second well worn passage in my Bible is Luke 24:44-48.  The third and similar 
passage is Isaiah 42.  The fourth passage is the chapter we are now examining.  For, nowhere in 
the Word of God will you find my own personal philosophy of ministry articulated better than in 
these next two chapters.  If you would know this writerôs ministry you would know one which is 
obsessed with the messianic truths of God's Word.  In this session, we only dip our toes into the 
water. 
 
Paul has been defending his integrity.  At least he has been using that issue as an occasion to 
teach us deeper truths. In reality, Paul taking a practical problem and using it to apply a great truth.  
 
By way of a very short review, it appears that Paul had been challenged, accused of vacillating or 
of fearing to face his detractors, because he had made a change in plans.  He explained that, 
because God does not vacillate, the servant of Christ must not vacillate, and that Paul's change in 
plans was for the benefit of the Corinthians, not his personal benefit.  He explained that, a servant 
of Christ must be in control of his emotions, especially when dealing with people.  (1.) He must be 
willing to wait when he wants to act, willing to act when he wants to wait.  (2.) He must be capable 
of letting the problems of others affect himself.  (3.) He must be a confronter that wants to know the 
proof of the working of God in the lives of his disciples.  (4.) He can afford to be transparent, he 
can afford the suffering and he can afford the rigors of the battle  because he looks forward to the 
day of Triumph. 
 
Now, he continues the theme of integrity, integrity in the servant of God.  We will call our first point: 
 

I. Integrity Required 

 

Again, you will see that Paul is using this issue as an occasion to teach us.  Paul is taking a 
practical problem, the issue of his own acceptance at Corinth, and using it to teach us a great truth.  
Look at the last verse of chapter 2: 
 

2Co 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God speak we in Christ.  (AV)  
 

It is apparent that we are breaking into the middle of a thought.  Paul has been explaining that we 
are in a great warfare and there are two sides.  To illustrate his truth he compares us to the great 
Roman procession of Triumph, put on for returning victors.  We represent the savor, the incense, in 
that procession.  He says we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ.  To those whose sentence is 
death, our presence is the savor of death.  To the victors, our savor is the savor of life.  The same 
circumstances of this parade engender opposite responses.  The world hates, and will continue to 
hate, the believer.  It rejects our ministry and our message.  Our sufficiency in this battle comes, 
not from ourselves, but from Christ.    
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But our striving must be lawful.  Just as no general was crowned who did not meet the 
requirements of the Senate in conquest, no athlete is crowned unless he plays by the rules.  Paul 
wrote to Timothy: 
 

2Ti 2:4,5  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of [this] life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  And if a man also strive for masteries, [yet] is he not crowned, 
except he strive lawfully. (AV)  

 

Paul underscores these facts in verse 17: 
 

2Co 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God speak we in Christ. (AV)  
 

 

Paul will reassert this in chapter four, but for now, grasp the core issue.  We are talking about 
integrity.  (1.) The servant with integrity does not vacillate.  (2.) The servant with integrity savors 
the struggle because it is for the grand cause of Christ.  (3.) Now add to these, the servant with 
integrity handles the word of God with integrity.  In a sense, the subject has changed.  It has 
changed from how we handle our emotions and how we handle ourselves, to how we handle the 
Word of God.  We are now talking about fundamental integrity in ministry. 
 

A. The Man of Integrity Knows How Not to Handle the Word:   
 
For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: 

 

There were many false teachers in the time of Christ.  In fact, there were probably more false 
teachers than there were true teachers.  They functioned very much as modern liberals do today. 
 
Consider a political analogy, using the example of former President Clinton.  I am not making a 
political statement.  I am drawing an illustration from the political process.  My information comes 
from Democratic and liberal sources, when I say this, not from the right.  The President and Hillary 
are extreme leftist liberals.  The mood of the American public in recent years had been a shift back 
toward the right, at least to some extent as was evidenced by the Republican congressional 
landslide in Clintonôs time.  This President was a shrewd politician.  In his bid for re-election he 
espoused generally known Republican causes in an effort to blur the lines of demarcation.  Many 
things can be said about our former leader, but no one can say that he was stupid.  He succeeded 
very well.  The strategy is obvious.  The first thing one must do, then, is to draw off strength from 
the opposite position by blurring the lines, especially when one is losing ground.  The second thing 
a politician does is to use the same terminology to represent different causes.  When a Democrat 
speaks of family values, he often means the exact opposite of what a Republican thinks of when 
he speaks of family values.  This was clearly shown in the two conventions during that same 
election year.  The Republicans said, it takes a home to raise a child.  The democrats said, it takes 
a village to raise a child.  There was a world of difference between those statements, though both 
were embracing family values.  The third thing a politician may consider is to misrepresent what 
the other side really teaches.  Now you have the formula for political success.  These are tools of 
the trade for politicians, Democratic and Republicans.   
 
Religious liberals do the same thing.  They come in and sap the strength of the conservative 
movement.  They go as far to the left as they can until their wallets and churches are empty. They 
then move back toward the middle to regain resources, and then, start the process over.  When 
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the World Council of Churches gets into desperate financial troubles, she softens her extremist 
agenda and posits a more conservative stance, just enough to draw off money and support from 
the conservative element in mainline churches.  She then plunges back into her agenda with 
renewed vitality.  The same National Council of Churches which issued a scathing letter rebuking 
churches for not separating religion from politics during George Bushôs re-election is the same 
N.C.C. which pumps out thousands of documents about politics and religion every year!  They 
speak with forked tongue.  
 
When Paul says in this verse, we are not as many, he was likely referring to the majority.  Some 
early translators rendered this, ñWe are not as the rest...ò  It is an emphatic declaration that it will 
be the majority who will corrupt the Word. 
 
The word corrupt catches our eyes because it carries a strong meaning in the Greek not conveyed 
fully here.  It intones the image of a peddler who will sell anything if he can make a profit doing it.  
There is no social conscience where money is involved.  In the not too distant past, there were 
stores that refused to sell cigarettes, alcohol, and pornography.  They simply would not do it 
because they felt it hurt the community.  Now, they would sell heroine if it would become legal.  
Their social conscience can be found in the cash register.  It is their Bible.  The dollar is the Holy 
Spirit of the business world and earns its right to be part of commercial Babylon honestly. 
 
Is anyone huckstering the Word of God today?  We might better ask, is there anyone who isn't?  
From the TV charlatans who ask you to send seed money for their trinkets, all the way to local 
churches who offer fluff and stuff in order to keep the attendance and offerings up, instead of 
feeding the sheep the Word of God are feeding off the sheep, we are a nation of religious 
charlatans.    
 
We see how the man of integrity does not handle the Word of God, notice also: 
 
B. The Man of Integrity Knows How to Handle the Word of God. 
 

2Co 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God speak we in Christ. (AV)  
 

He handles it as of sincerity, as of God, and in the sight of God. 
 
1.)  éas of sincerity.  This indicates that it will be handled honestly, and with the proper motive.  
This means that such a man will not shape every statement so as to appeal to the greatest number 
of folks, while cleverly obscuring other truths.  The scriptures must not be handled the way news 
broadcasters handle the news.  The scriptures are not to be used as teasers the way car salesmen 
want you to think you can buy their cars for zero down with zero interest and zero payments.    
 
The idea behind this word is the idea of purity, transparency and ingenuousness.  There are 
certain authors whose books I will not read, even though I agree with much that they have to say, 
because they do not handle the Word with sincerity.  They choose rhetoric over scripture.  The 
truth of God does not do well when we try to posture it.     
 
2.) éas of God.  I believe that phrase refers to authority.  If you do not believe this book is God's 
book, that this Word is His Word, you will never submit to its authority.  During the years I produced 
the  Answers! Magazine TV broadcasts this was one subject which I never let cool off,  the 
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authority of the Word of God.  Ninety-five per cent of all issues relating to God's Word today could 
be settled in a heartbeat if folks would submit to the authority of God's Word. 
 
Some get around this authority by deciding that God has given their denominations special 
authority.  Others claim that God has given them special authority in addition to the word of God 
through their church fathers or their revelations.  If that were the case, those revelations would 
agree with the scriptures in every aspect.  If we handle this book as of God, it means we attach 
great respect for it.   
 
As an aside, pause, and consider the problem you are struggling with right now.  You know the 
one I am talking about, the issue you are struggling with right now in your personal life as you read 
this.  It is likely an issue of authority.  You will either do what God's Word says you should do, or 
you will seek to modify or mitigate what you know you should do.  You can go to a Christian 
counselor and come up with that conclusion after you have spent all of your money, or you can 
deal with it today.  The persistent personal problem in your life today relates to the authority of this 
book in your life. 
 
This means that the servant of Christ must speak with authority, particularly when he handles the 
Word of God.  He has no choice.   I rest my case on this old quote which I rattle off now and then: 
 

"Except ye repent, it has been said, and confess your sins, as it were, and turn from your wicked way, 
to an extent, and be converted, in a measure, you'll be lost, so to speak." 
 

When you speak from this book, don't cower like a dog that's been kicked, roar like a lion.  It's 
God's book!  Every word of it deserves our attention! 
 
Then, notice the words, ñin the sight of God.ò  That tells us that this book must be handled with 
accountability.  God has heard everything spoken in His classrooms, auditoriums, and home Bible 
studies.  James said: 

 
Jas 3:1 ¶ My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.  
(AV)  

 

You may how men of God dare to open the scriptures and speak at all.  The answer is, we do not 
speak as teachers, from the worldôs perspective.  We do not try to dazzle others with the riches of 
our past learning.  We come as messengers.  As a man of God, I do not come in my authority as a 
teacher; I come in the authority of Christ.  I come with his message, not with mine.    
 
Be apprised that accountability is not just for the speaker; it is for the listener alike.  After visiting a 
church I recently helped plant, a pastor friend said to me, "When I see the kind of stand you take 
on the Word of God, it's a wonder that so many people attend your church."  I did not take that as a 
compliment for myself.  All I did was teach what is in front of me, right under my nose.  I did take it 
as a compliment to my church family.  I took from it that they would rather be under the ministry of 
the Word of God without a good music program and all the other bells and whistles, than in any 
other church with a great worship service and no food in the pulpit.  I took it that Godôs people 
would rather suffer having their children in combined classes than to have them somewhere else 
where they are influenced by worldly trends.  I took it that the Word of God is important to them 
and they wanted to be under its authority..  
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Brief Introduction to II Corinthians  -  J. Steel ï See Pg. 2 for permissions.    Page 63 of 245.   

 

Someone handed me a flyer of the fall adult Sunday School offerings of a large evangelical church 
in the area I was then pastoring.  Out of their scores of offerings, not one adult class offered Bible 
exposition.  You cannot study the Bible in that church, you can only study about the Bible and hear 
passing references to it as you learn about marriage, finances, etc.  Is there anything wrong with 
marriage classes?  No.  But someone needs to ask "Where's the beef?"   
 
I do not point these things out to be critical.  I point it out to remind you that the propagation of the 
Word of God is what we are about.  It is our primary focus. Does the Bible speak to our finances?  
It does.  Does it speak to our marriages?  It does.  But, if I were a betting man I would say that if 
you are having a problem with finances, or marriage, it is probably first an issue of authority.  It is 
an issue of submission to what you already know to be the Word of God. 
 
 Now, embrace what Paul is saying: 
 

2Co 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God:  
 

My wife and daughter came home from Hickory Farms carrying summer sausage lollipops.  They 
were really quite clever, but such ideas should stay with Hickory Farms.  We are not in the summer 
sausage business or in the lollipop business.  We are not going to package the meat of the 
scriptures and sell it like lollipops.  When you do that you get lollypop Christians every time. 
 

ñébut as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.ò (AV)  
 

ñBut as of sincerity,ò that's honesty.  ñBut as of God,ò thatôs authority.  ñéin the sight of God speak 
we in Christ,ò thatôs accountability. 
 
Every counseling session I have ever had in my life has related to one of those three words!  The 
number one problem I have with people in counseling is honesty!  The number two problem is 
authority, acknowledging that what is taught in this book applies directly to them, and not just their 
neighbor.  The number three problem is accountability.  Once having gotten folks to a position of 
honesty and recognition of the authority of God, the last hurdle is getting folks to be accountable in 
a measurable way for the changes they recognize they need to make.  If I should ever hang my 
shingle out as a counselor, (a highly unlikely event), you can be sure there will be three plaques 
hanging on my wall, and they wonôt be my diplomas!  They will be one-word plaques inscribed with 
honesty, authority, and accountability.  Chances are, I would have a light counseling load.  
 
That is the stuff of life.  This is the stuff of counseling sessions.  This is the stuff of preaching.  This 
is the stuff of witnessing.  But, please be careful to notice, all of it centers on a Person:  Paul says: 
in the sight of God speak we in Christ.  That is not an add-on, thrown in by Paul because it sounds 
good here. 
 
When we begin to say, I want honesty in my life, I want the authority of God in my life, and I want 
accountability, we must also ask, how do I bring this about?  Where do I begin?  The starting point 
is always in the same place for the seeker, or for the believer who is fifty years old in the faith.  It 
always starts with the second person of the Godhead, not the first.  It must always starts with 
Christ. 
 
Are you experiencing a close walk with Christ today?  If you are, the issues of honesty, authority, 
and accountability to the Word of God will be manageable in your life today.  If you have somehow 
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removed your personal walk with Christ from this discussion and you are trying to please God in 
other areas while ignoring your intimate relationship with Him, you are doomed to failure. 
 
Isn't it wonderful that success in the Christian walk geared first to a relationship with a Person?  Do 
you remember how this study began?  It began by referring to my favorite passages in the Bible.  
Those four passages are precious to me because each one speaks directly of Jesus Christ, His 
passion, His plan and His program.  This whole book is His book. 
 
If you walk away saying, I am determined that I am going to honestly submit to the authority of this 
book and make myself accountable to it, you are setting yourself up for failure.  If you walk away 
saying, I am going to renew my relationship with Christ, on a personal basis, on an ongoing basis, 
you will find yourself doing what you never thought you could or would do.  The secret is in a 
Person. 
 
If you are without Christ today, the best discovery lies just ahead.  The power of this book is in a 
Person, not just a creed.  It is in a Person who says "Come unto me, ñ a Person who says: 
 

Joh 4:14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that 
I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  (AV)  

 

Most likely, there are many around you who would delighted to help you come to know this Person, 
today!  You are always welcome to contact me, personally. 
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2 Cor. 3:1-6 

 

Living Letters - II 
 

Intro: When false teachers desire to undermine the ministry of the servant of Christ, they will 
always start with the issue of authority. 
 
When a Mormon comes to your door, for example, he believes that he has a right to be there.  He 
has been given the authority by Jesus Christ himself to teach the LDS version of the gospel.  In the 
words of Joseph Smith who claimed that he was visited by God the Father and Jesus Christ in 
1820, he claims to have been told: 
 

 "I must join none of them [churches], for they were all wrong; and the personage who addressed me 
said that all their creeds [basic doctrines] were an abomination in his sight; that those professors 
[believers] were all corrupt" (Pearl of Great Price, Jos. Smith 1:19). 

 
Mormon Apostle and theological authority Bruce McConkie said,  
 

"The whole body of supposed Christian believers is properly termed apostate Christendom" (Mormon 
Doctrine, p. 131).  

 
Thus, Mormonism claims, according to Doctrine and Covenants 1:30, to be: "éthe only true and 
living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants 1:30).  The issue is an 
issue of authority. 
 
When the truths of scripture are challenged from within Christianity, the issue usually focuses on 
authority.  The charismatic, for example, cites his supposed signs and wonders as his authority, his 
proof that his message is right and our message is wrong. 
 
It interests us that the Apostle Paul uses neither of the above claims though he could have used 
both, as final evidence for his authority.  Paul does tell the believers in chapter 12: 
 

2Co 12:12  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds. (AV)  

 

Paul did assert his apostleship, and he did reference his signs and wonders as evidence of what 
God was doing through him, but, Paul cited an even stronger argument for his authority.  So, for 
those Mormons who would arrogate to themselves Paul's apostleship, and for those charismatics 
who would replicate Paul's signs and wonders, let me provide some cud for chewing as we 
observe Paul pointing to a final source of authority, a proof of the integrity of his own ministry.  We 
begin with verse 1 of 2 Corinthians 3 in order to make our point. 
 

2Co 3:1 ¶ Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some [others], epistles of 
commendation to you, or [letters] of commendation from you? 2. Ye are our epistle written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men: (AV)  
 

 

We will call verses 1 and 2, The Letter Provided, and verses 3-6, the References Cited.  
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I. The Letter Provided   (vs. 1-2) 

 

There is nothing wrong with the concept of letters of recommendation.  There is no harm in 
providing one when you are asked for it.  Paul, himself wrote a number of them, and was, himself, 
recommended by letter.  The offense does not come from asking for such a letter.  The offense 
comes when the thought is entertained that, after several years of ministry to the Corinthians, 
these particular believers would be so crass as to ask him for one.  
 
While we cannot say for sure that he was officially asked for such a letter, we can be assured that 
the enemies of Paul were working feverishly to undermine his authority at Corinth.  We can 
probably put some words in their mouths for them.  They were probably saying that Paul was not a 
true apostle because he had not spent 3½ years with Christ as the other apostles had.  He had not 
witnessed the resurrected Christ (or so they thought).  The other apostles had not officially 
commissioned him.  He was simply an independent, maverick type, who was accountable to no 
one.    
 
Paul says, ah, but I do have a letter of recommendation.  You are my letter.   And this letter is far 
superior to someone else's recommendation.  Have you ever hired someone based on anotherôs 
recommendation?  I have, and the incident I have in mind turned out to be a disaster.   
 
You, Paul says, are our epistle, written in our hearts.  In fact, if you will look closely at our text you 
will see that Paul is using a dual metaphor here.  These Corinthians were epistles in two senses.  
First, they were Paul's epistle, written on his heart and the hearts of his coworkers.  The whole 
group of Corinthians represented one letter of recommendation to be known and read of all men.  
Secondly, they were Christ's epistle.  According to verse three they have been manifestly declared 
to be the epistle of Christ.  But they were not such an epistle as would be written with ink on paper.  
We are now going to see: 
 

II. The References Cited   

 
 
2Co 3:3  [Forasmuch as ye are] manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 
(AV)  
 

If one is going to write a letter of recommendation, what are some of the elements which are 
required?  
 
A. The first requirement in a letter of recommendation is that it be identified.   
 

It needs to be declared on one way or another that it is a letter of recommendation.  Do we have 
that here?  We certainly do:  "[Forasmuch as ye are] manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ." 
 

B. The second requirement is that it be written by an authority.   
 

Paul says Christ is the author.  Christ is the letter writer.  This adds a new note of seriousness to 
this.  Christ has put His name, His recommendation upon me.  I am proof that He continues to 
work, that He is still in control.  My work commends or it diminishes Him. 
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I once hired an employee solely on the recommendation of another employer whom I thought I knew 
well.  Her recommendation was a total disaster.   I salvaged the situation as best as I could but my 
image of the one who recommended this person was never quite the same.  The one she 
recommended was so unqualified I would never take her word again. 
 

You are the proof of Christ's work.  You are the evidence of His workmanship, according to 
Ephesians 2:10.  You are to be known and read of all men and you may be the only Bible which 
many folks have ever seen.  This is a weighty matter.  You dare not be caught up in the 
controversies and scrapes which others get themselves in to.  You dare not become gripped with 
the obsessions of others.  You must not give in to your weaknesses and frailties because in so 
doing, you smudge the name of the One who recommends you.  Christ has placed the authority of 
His name behind you. 
 
When Jesus said,  ñé  All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
ñMatthew 28:18, 19, He was placing His authority upon you.  He was placing His name is on the 
letterhead of your letter of recommendation.  Act like it! 
 

C. The third requirement is that it be accurate and correct.  
 

 [Forasmuch as ye are] manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 
 

The word ministered is the word with which we associate deacon or servant.   We may say, in a 
very loose sense, that Paul was the secretary in this process.  The secretary does not write the 
letter, the secretary administers it.  He or she transcribes it and delivers it to its destination.   On 
the one hand, as such, the secretary can vouch for what has truly been said.  On the other hand, 
the secretary can do great injury to the letter if he, himself is not careful.  The role of the secretary 
is an important one.  He must not deviate from the intent of the author. 
 
You fill this role when you, in turn, take your responsibility from God seriously and disciple others in 
salvation and in the Christian walk.  They now become the ones ministered by you.  They become 
your business letters.   
 
D. The requirement is that it should provide is evidence of capability.   
 

Paul continues with the words: 
 

written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God ;not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 
heart. (AV)  

 

We have to keep the whole analogy in front of us in order to keep the picture fresh. [1.] Christ is 
the author of the letter.  [2.] Paul is the secretary who holds the pen. We now come to the writing 
materials:   [3.] The Holy Spirit is the ink.  [4.] The Corinthians themselves are the tablet. 
 
When we talk about writing materials, the choice of the ink does not surprise us.  It would make 
sense that the Holy Spirit is the one who applies the truths of God's Word to our hearts.  But the 
"paper,ò now that surprises us.  Who would choose flesh over rock?  Rock is durable.  Flesh is 
corruptible.  This part of the illustration could puzzle us.  It could puzzle us, that is it would puzzle 
us if we did not see what Paul was up to. 
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Paul has just expanded his subject in a marvelous, mind boggling way.  He is no longer talking 
simply about his ministry among the Corinthians.  He is no longer simply defending his authority.  
That was just an excuse to launch Paul into a far more expansive and important subject, the New 
Covenant! 
 
Perhaps we could illustrate it this way.  Once you have learned about the concept of electrons 
orbiting around the nucleus of an atom, you will have no difficulty understanding the concept of 
planets orbiting around the sun.  It is the same principle, only on a much larger scale.  So it is with 
the letter of recommendation.  Once we see the principle played out on a small scale, a simple 
letter of recommendation, we will be prepared to understand the same principle on a far larger 
scale.  
 
This is the small picture:  These Corinthians are living letters of recommendation to the quality of 
Paul's work.  That is far superior to a written letter of recommendation which could be forged, 
altered, or could misrepresent the truth. 
 
This is the big picture:  The New Covenant is superior to the Old Covenant.  The old covenant 
represents a written letter of recommendation, written literally on tables of stone, the Ten 
Commandments.  The New Covenant represents a living letter of recommendation, written literally 
on hearts of flesh. 
 
In the next chapter we will enlarge this big picture.  We will to prove from the Old Testament that 
the tables of stone represent the Ten Commandments, or the Old Covenant.  We will show that the 
fleshly tables of the heart represent the writing of the New Covenant.  We have much good 
information to cover theologically in that regard.  But, we want to keep one fundamental thought in 
the cross hairs.  We want to keep Paul's fundamental argument in front of us.  The argument is 
this: 
 
In the final analysis, the proof of Christianity lies in its ability to transform the life from within, rather 
than from without. While this almost sounds clichéd, it is basic to all.  This is the point the Mormons 
have missed.  This is the point the Jehovah's Witnesses have missed. This is the point the Roman 
Catholics have missed.   This is the point  that all of those who teach salvation by works have 
missed.  This is why their authority is false.  This is the essential definitive element which 
separates us.  Miss this point and you miss everything.  False religion reforms a man from the 
outside in.  True religion - converts a man from the inside out.  That can only happen when God 
makes the change. 
 
The law, as we will learn in the next chapter, was graciously given by God to show man that 
reformation, changes from the outside inward, can never save a man.  Men refuse to believe this.   
 
Here is a case in point.  Have you ever had a Mormon try to lead you to Jesus Christ?  Have you 
ever known a Jehovah's Witness to try to bring you to the point of true repentance and conversion 
to Christ?  A Catholic priest may tolerate your conversion experience, but he knows in his heart 
that you are simply not assured of heaven until you have met his list of requirements.  In their 
minds, reformation and performance brings about salvation, maybe.  The Greek Orthodox Church, 
the Catholic Church, and the Mormons all have literature available to you explaining what they call 
"The heresy of the evangelical doctrine of justification by faith alone." 
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Yet, the verses in front of us argue the very opposite.  They argue that the work of God begins in 
the heartand that we are result of the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Paul says: 
 

2Co 3:4  And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves 
to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency [is] of God; (AV)  
 

Such trust have we through Christ to God-ward! 
We are not sufficient of ourselves to think anything of ourselves. 
We are not capable of saving ourselves. 
We are not capable of keeping ourselves saved. 
We are not capable of transforming others. 
      
Our sufficiency is of God.  God initiates the process; the Holy Spirit implements the process.  The 
tables of our hearts are recipients of the process.  God simply allows you and me to be instruments 
in the process.  The changed life comes about through the changed heart, not the reformed life 
which still relies on its own sufficiency.  That is the stuff of true Christianity. 
 
Do you remember Joseph Smith's quote?  He said -  
 

"I must join none of them [churches], for they were all wrong; and the personage who addressed me 
said that all their creeds [basic doctrines] were an abomination in his sight; that those professors 
[believers] were all corrupt" (Pearl of Great Price, Jos. Smith 1:19). 
 

With Joseph Smith, you see, the issue was which church should I follow?  Which creed should I 
believe?  He never understood, to his dying day that salvation is not in a creed or a church.  It is in 
a Person.  Salvation is not the process of reforming your ways; it is the act of the Holy Spirit 
whereby He transforms your heart.  
 
 
For all of the failings of these Corinthian believers, Paul knew he had them where he wanted them.  
They knew that they had been converted.  They knew that the work of the Holy Spirit had begun in 
their lives.  They knew in their hearts that what was going on in their lives was real not just some 
imagined  ñburning in their bosomsò. 
 
Keep in mind that these Corinthians were not perfect, but that was the point exactly.  Their 
sufficiency was of God, not of themselves.  Conversion comes first, and change comes as a result 
of this Holy Spirit writing on the tables of the heart.  It never works the other way. 
 
  

 Php 2:12 ¶ Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now  much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it 
is God which  worketh in you both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure. (AV)  

 

As Paul explained to the Philippians, we work out our salvation with fear and trembling, knowing 
that it is God who works in us.  Why do we do this with fear and trembling?  The fear and trembling 
is regarding whether we will be poor letters of recommendation!  Lest our letters be so poorly 
written that none can read them.  Some have so blackened the name of Christ by personal 
behavior that they confuse the very religionists who argue reformation instead of transformation!  
Some dear Christians desperately need to make the outside correspond to what they say they 
believe on the inside.   
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2 Cor. 3:6-18    

The New Testament 
 

Intro: In the tradition of Rabbinic hermeneutics Paul has been using the teaching technique of 
going from the known to the unknown.  Or stated in other terms, it is the argument of going from 
the lesser to the greater. 
 
The lesser in this case, is the discussion of letters of recommendation and Paul's claim that these 
very Corinthians were his own personal letters of recommendation, and more, importantly, they 
were the epistle of Jesus Christ himself.  We who know Christ are living letters.  That was the 
discussion of the lesser.  But it was only a sales leader of sorts, for Paul has bigger game in his 
sights.   
 
Paul's transition from the lesser to the greater, and his true intent is about to be revealed.  Look 
first at verse three... 
 

2Co 3:3  [Forasmuch as ye are] manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 
(AV)  
 

That is the argument of the lesser, which we have already studied.  Now look at verse six and 
move on to the greater argument.  Watch the whole scene change before our eyes: 
 

2Co 3:6 ¶ Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (AV)  
 

We just took a quantum leap.  Let me illustrate the shift that has just taken place.  If I were to talk 
with most folks about the Touchdown Jesus they would probably return a blank stare.  The term 
has no meaning in the general population.  To understand it properly, one would need to know a 
little about three worlds, the world of football, the world of religion, and the world of Notre Dame.  If 
you were to sit in the football stadium on the campus you would be quick to notice that the end of 
the stadium gives way to an imposing view of a multi-storied building which has a mural of Jesus 
painted on it.  This is not just any Jesus, but a representation of Jesus standing with his hands 
stretched upward, very much in the posture of the referee who raises his hands to pronounce that 
a kick has been good.  Now, that good Catholic boy who prepares to make that kick looks up 
directly into the image of Jesus.  In his mind, he sees himself as not simply as representing a 
football team, but representing Catholicism and Jesus Himself.  He sees a much greater picture.  
He is now part of a much greater cause than just his own success.   
 
To understand this passage you need to know a little about three worlds, the world of the 
Corinthians, the world of the Jews, and the world of Christianity. 
 
The very minute Paul mentions the phrase ñnot in tables of stoneò, his Jewish readers knew he had 
upped the ante.  We are no longer talking about the ñfootball gameò at Corinth, we are talking 
about much larger and greater issues which are at stake.  Paul has boldly dared to escalate the 
discussion and to explain that what is occurring on a small scale at Corinth is the very reason why 
Christianity, in toto, is superior to Judaism. 
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Both Christianity and Judaism were based on covenants.  Judaism was based upon the covenant 
made by God first through Abraham.  The temporary administration of the Abrahamic Covenant 
was given to Moses at Mount Sinai.  We call this the Old Covenant, or the Old Testament.  A future 
covenant that would completely fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant was then promised to the Jewish 
people, and it is called the New Covenant.  It was called the New Covenant in contrast to Mosesô 
covenant given at Sinai.  This covenant was ratified by blood at the cross.   
 
As we proceed we will need to look at just a few verses in the book of Exodus, chapter 34 in order 
to understand what Paul is saying.  Paul will provide two evidences for the superiority of the New 
Covenant.  First, we will see The New Covenant is Superior by Virtue of its Administration.  We will 
then see The New Covenant is Superior by Virtue of its Application.  
 
  
 

I. The New Covenant is Superior by Virtue of its Administration 

  

Because we have already read verse three you are prepared for what Paul is teaching: 
 
The New Covenant is personal where the old one was impersonal.  It is written with the Spirit of the 
living God.  Paul notes that we are able ministers of the New Covenant because it is the covenant 
of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit.  As noted previously, this stands in contrast with the cultists who deny 
the existence of the Holy Spirit.  Struggle as they will, they will continue to seek to have a personal 
experience with an impersonal religion, trying to convince themselves with their minds that they are 
right.    
 
This, new ministration of the New Covenant is not just personal, it is portable.  You may not see it 
right here in the immediate text, but it needs to be pointed out at this time.  When God promised 
the New Covenant, we read in Jeremiah 31:33: 

 
Jer 31:33  But this [shall be] the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. (AV)  

 
The Old Covenant which God made with Israel could only be kept on one place at one time.  And, 
when it had to be moved it was moved with great care.  More than one man died in the process of 
moving this covenant around.   Its access was restricted.  It was external.  
 
The ministration of the New Covenant is also practical because it is written on fleshly tables, not 
tables of stone.  Time forbids us to consider all the effects and ramifications, both now and in the 
future, of having the law written in our hearts instead of on tables of stone, but consider just this 
one:  Think of the simple dilemma the Jewish people have in keeping the Sabbath.  If the Sabbath 
goes from sunset to sunset, consider the problem the Jews have who live in Alaska.  Theoretically, 
one can only be an obedient Jew who lives in Israel and worships at God's temple using God's 
furniture.  How does one minister such a covenant?  Obviously, God was gracious to those Jews 
who did not have the immediate advantage of location, but that is not the point.  The point is, the 
Old Covenant was dry docked in Jerusalem.  The New Covenant and its administration is within 
the believer. 
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The New Covenant has a superior ministration because it is a ministration of spirits, our spirits, 
under the control of the Holy Spirit.  This is why the Bible says that if any man has not the Spirit of 
God he is none of His.  It is the Holy Spirit who ministers the New Covenant in our hearts.   
 
 

II. The New Covenant is Superior By Virtue of its Application. 

 

A. It is Superior because of its power.  
 

 Look at verses 7 -9 and enjoy a little of Paul's logic: 
 

2Co 3:7  But if the ministration of death, written [and] engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; 
which [glory] was to be done away: 8  How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 9  
For if the ministration of condemnation [be] glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceed in glory. (AV)  
 

At first reading we may be a little surprised that Paul would call the Ten Commandments the 
ministration of death.  But in truth, that is all they were.  All the law could ever do was to pronounce 
judgment, even when it was graciously reissued by God after Israelôs colossal failure.  A man 
called me on the telephone and, after a few minutes of parlaying, said: "I want you to know that I 
am a bad boy.  I am not a murderer, but I have broken at least one of the commandments."   
 
This man was experiencing the results of that law.  But he was in error.  For, he had not broken 
just one or two of those commandments; he had broken all of them.  And consider Israel!  Moses 
goes to the Mount and while he is receiving the Ten Commandments, Israel is down below 
breaking the very first commandment! 
And so, God graciously rewrites those commandments, preparing Israel for the ultimate lesson:  
You can never satisfy the righteousness of a Holy God.  That's why Paul says, the letter kills in 
verse 6.  All it could ever do was to pronounce death.  The New Covenant, on the other hand, is 
the ministration of righteousness.  It is called that because it imparts the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ to the believer.  It declares him righteous.  It is the message of life.  What a contrast! 
 
B. It is Superior because of its permanence.   
 
Verses 10 and 11 carry on the theme: 
 

2Co 3:10  For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory 
that excelleth. 11  For if that which is done away [was] glorious, much more that which remaineth [is] 
glorious. (AV)  
 

By now, you have noticed that Paul keeps bringing up this word glory and glorious.   This is no 
small matter, and I promise you that we will follow this important thread later.  But, set that aside, 
for the moment and keep this argument squarely fixed.  Something which is permanent and 
present is of much greater value than something which has been done away or abolished.  Learn 
these two vital facts and never let them go: 
  
1. First, the New Covenant is present.  Some dispensationalists say it is not.  They say it is yet to 
come.   In fact, there is a new trend among our fellow travelers to imagine a separate covenant for 
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the church, or worse, ña New Covenant kind of ministryò for the church.  Don't you believe it!  It is 
beyond the scope of this study, but never, never give in to such an appalling thought!   
 
Grasp the second thought.  While the New Covenant is present: 
 
2. The Old Covenant is no longer present.  It is gone, kaput.  Done away.  Abolished.  Gone 
forever.  This, is the bitter pill which Adventism has never been able to swallow. 
 
Not one stitch of the Ten Commandments remains for Israel or for us to obey.  They were 
abolished.  Can we ever pull them out of the grave and dust them off for any purpose?  We may 
use the law to show men their sinfulness and to illustrate biblical principles taught under the New 
Covenant (1 Tim. 1:1-10, Eph. 6:1,2), but the Old Covenant must never be applied as a means to 
engage the Christian walk.  Its dynamics are devastating to the Christian walk.  Read Romans 7. 
 
Now, look at verse 12 
 
C. It is Superior because of its plainness. 
 

2Co 3:12 ¶ Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: (AV)  
 

Again, we'll come back treat this veil.  We will consider all the aspects of the Shekinah glory as 
they relate to this passage.  We will develop the argument.  For this study, we are looking only at 
the basic building blocks of the passage.  Paul says, that based on the great hope which the New 
Covenant offers, we can speak with great boldness, great openness, great clarity, and great 
directness. 
 
This kind of boldness could not occur under the Old Covenant. 
 
Dr. Ironside tells the story of a conversation he had with a Catholic priest.  Ironside was quoting 1 
Thess 4:16: 
 

1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: (AV)  

 

He then said to the priest, "When that time comes, I am going up with that ransomed throng, I am 
going to be caught up to be forever with the Lord."  The priest looked at him with a puzzled look 
and said: "My dear sir, you must think you are a very great saint to be so sure that you will be 
taken up at that time."  Ironside replied: "No; it is not that I think I am a great saint, I am really one 
of the least of all saints, and I found out some years ago that I was a great sinner; but I found out 
that Jesus is a great Savior, and that He manifests great grace to great sinners by taking all our 
sins and settling for them on Calvary's cross.  And so I trust Him, and trusting Him I know my sins 
are gone, and therefore I am able to rest in His Word." 
 
You see, that is a great hope.  That is great plainness of speech, and it is all based on a great New 
Covenant provided by a great Savior!  We are not arrogant when we make the claim that we are 
saved and we know we are saved because we are not resting on our own goodness.  We are 
confident because we are resting on the blood of the New Covenant.    
 

D. It is Superior because of its performance. 
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Leave verses 14-17 for another study and finish this chapter with verse 17: 
 

2Co 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord [is], there [is] liberty. :18  But we 
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord. (AV)  
 

What liberty is Paul discussing here?  I have heard this verse quoted in some of the strangest 
contexts!  If a pastor delivers a particularly good message, someone may say, "Where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty!" and everyone says "Amen!  Amen!" 
 
Well, I don't suppose that does a great deal of harm because the Lord does provide liberty for 
ministering His Word, but I think we would do better to ask ourselves, what is Paul saying here?  
Why did he insert that verse right here?  I'm not even sure that Paul is talking here about liberty 
from the bondage of the law, though that is certainly implicit in the passage. 
 
He is talking, to some extent, about the great plainness of speech mentioned earlier in verse 12.  I 
will prove that in a minute. But, I think it is more likely that the word but in verse 18 is our connector 
and the key to unlock the secret of what Paul is saying.  The use of the word but means that the 
liberty of verse 17 is from the practice of verse 18.  It means that the liberty Paul is talking about 
here is a precious liberty, the liberty, (may we say it and not be misunderstood?) to look God in the 
face, the liberty to enjoy the presence of Christ in the life!  
 
And it is in peering into that Face; it is in experiencing that presence of Christ in your life, that 
subtle changes begin to take place in your walk.  Appetites change, values change, desires and 
goals and friends and all of the habits of life change.  Looking into that Face produces the great 
plainness of speech.  So argues the book of Acts in 4:13: 
 

Ac 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 
(AV)  

 

So we bring ourselves to the question am I benefiting all that I can from the New Covenant?  Have 
I enjoyed the power that takes one from death unto life?  Am I enjoying the power or liberty to be 
changed into His image? 
 
In Lewis Sperry Chafer's church, Chafer always took the time to interrupt when the congregation 
song "Take Time to Be Holy. ñ  He used to say, "This is how I want you to sing it: 'Take time to 
behold Him.ò  You see, when one takes time to behold the living Christ he has no problem taking 
time to be holy.  Are you not satisfied with your performance, not satisfied with your growth?  
Spend some time enjoying the presence of the living Christ.  He hasn't gone anywhere! 
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2 Cor. 3:13-18  (Read Exodus 34 to prepare.)  
 

On Veils and Glory 
 
Intro:   
 

1Co 1:22  For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: (AV)  
 

When Paul noted in 1 Corinthians 1:22 he was making no small statement.  He was alluding to the 
fundamental difference between the two bloodlines of men, a difference so broad that it can only 
be spanned in Christ, who makes us one.  This deep psychological chasm which separates us was 
cut by the rivers of our bloodstreams and leeches to the very ordering of our DNA code.  We peer 
over the edge of this cavern and try to understand one another, but, in the final analysis, must 
concede that we, (Gentile and Jew) function on two different platforms as distinctive as the IBM, 
versus the MAC.  The IBM would, of course, be the Gentile, and the MAC the Jewish expression of 
our psychological differences, (Smile.)  
 
To this point we have treated 2 Corinthians 3 as though we are Gentiles.  We have tried to follow 
the logic and the flow of the passage, to be both synthetic and analytical in true Gentile style.  We 
have showed you that the issue all along has been authentication.  Paul has claimed, according to 
2:17 that we do not need to corrupt or huckster the Word of God as some do.  This is because our 
message has integrity.  When the message has integrity its presentation does not need to be 
deceitful. 
 
And so, Paul first defended his own integrity, first, by showing the Corinthians that they themselves 
were living proof of the quality of his personal ministry.  Secondly, he had bigger game in his sight.  
He began showing us how the New Covenant is superior to the Old Covenant.  Paul has shown 
whole theological system of Christianity is superior to Judaism with impeccable logic and wisdom.  
This New Covenant is [1.]  Personal, where the old was impersonal; [2.] it is Portable and Practical 
where the old was inflexible; [3.] it is Powerful, as the ministration of life, where the old could only 
announce failure and death; [4] it is Permanent, where the old was temporary and fading; [5] And it 
Performs.  As we peer into the face of the Lord we are changed.  This is something the Old 
Covenant could not do. 
 
Our problem is this.  So far, we have only viewed this passage from the Gentile point of view, from 
the logical point of view.  We have not seen it as a Jew would see it, and that alone is the 
challenge of this study.   
 
When one goes elephant hunting, he does not take along a pea shooter.  He takes an elephant 
gun.  Paul is on an elephant hunt and he is using an elephant gun.  He is going to aim at the very 
heart of Judaism with its love for signs and phenomena. 
 

I. The Phenomena of the Old Covenant 

 
For the sign loving Jew, the greatest of all signs accompanied the presentation of Jehovah and the 
giving of the law at Mt. Sinai.  When those dark clouds covered that Mountain and it quaked and 
trembled at the presence of the living God who appeared there, the children of Israel cowered back 
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in awesome fear of the glory of this Divine Visitor.  In the interest of saving their own skins they 
wisely suggested that Moses himself might be the best man to entertain this heavenly Presence. 
 
What they saw when Moses returned was an image so glorious that it etched itself permanently 
into the memories of Jews for all time.  Moses, who had been in the presence of the living God, 
was irradiated. 
 
Now, the glory that was associated with the presence of God, has long since been called, the 
Shekinah glory.  It is not a biblical word.  It is not even a Jewish word.  It is an Arabic word which 
simply denotes the glory which was associated with the presence of God. 
 
We can trace the presentation of this Shekinah glory very easily from this point forward.  [1.] We 
see it in the pillar of fire and the cloud - [2.] we see it in the Holy of Holies associated with the 
tabernacle and with Solomon's temple.  [3.] Our hearts are saddened as we see this glory officially 
leave the temple by stages in Ezekiel's day, leaving Israel without her glory, without her 
authenticating witness.  It is in this context that Paul brings up this argument here in chapter three. 
 

II. The Phenomena of the New Covenant 

 

In verses 6-12 Paul makes the absolute unqualified assertion that the New Covenant is more 
glorious than the Old.  What he means is that the Shekinah glory, once associated with the Old 
Covenant, is manifest in even greater abundance on this covenant.  Notice how many times the 
words glory and glorious occur in these verses.. 
 

2Co 3:7  But if the ministration of death, written [and] engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which 
[glory] was to be done away:    8  How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?    9  
For if the ministration of condemnation [be] glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceed in glory.    10  For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason 
of the glory that excelleth.    10  For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by 
reason of the glory that excelleth.    11  For if that which is done away [was] glorious, much more that 
which remaineth [is] glorious.    12 ¶ Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of 
speech:    

 
The issue is glory.  The Jew may no longer brag that his covenant is superior based upon the 
Shekinah glory which had surrounded it.  Paul then goes on to argue that Moses veiled his face, 
not to shield Israel from the glory, but to shield her from the fading glory.  It was not time yet, for 
Israel to understand the full implications that this covenant would be replaced by yet another 
covenant.  We find this argument presented in verses 13-16.  But there is more to accomplish 
before setting this issue aside. 
 
If the New Covenant is superior to the Old Covenant by virtue of its superior glory, where then, is 
the Shekinah glory? Any self respecting Jew is going to ask that question.  It is only logical.  The 
Shekinah glory authenticated the administration of the Old Covenant.  Where can we go to see the 
Shekinah glory revealed? 
 
Paul's response is, the glory is alive and well and it is right here.  You just can't see it! 
 
Unlike Paul, New Age hucksters must use deception in order to hawk their lies.  In a recent 
Sacramento psychic exposition sponsored by Evolving Times they were huckstering their lies with 
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their new aura camera which photographs your aura for you.  Listen friend, you may or may not 
have an identifiable field around you as a result of the electrolytic nature of your neurological 
system, but you do not have a spiritual unless you have the living Christ dwelling within you.  Then, 
according to Paul, the Shekinah glory is alive and present within you!  Don't run off to the new age 
counterfeit when you can have the real thing in Jesus Christ.  Satan knows about the glory of God 
and he knows that God vests that glory in the believer.  Satan is desperate to counterfeit this true 
glory. 
 
And for the Gentiles among us, please understand there is a tangible phenomenon here.  We are 
not simply arguing a theological point.  We are arguing a practical point, the glory of God can and 
does radiate from the believer.  Its primary function is to authenticate the message you bear and 
the Person whose name you bear.  Now, you may be looking at yourself in the spiritual mirror and 
asking, "Where is my glory?  I don't see much evidence of it."  And we will come to that shortly. 
 
First, let's answer the critical Jews that are trying to stare Paul down.  Why can't they see this 
glory?  Do they need a special camera?  Paul gives the explanation in verses 13-16. 
 

2Co 3:13  And not as Moses, [which] put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished:   14  But their minds were blinded: for until this 
day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which [vail] is done 
away in Christ.   15  But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.   16  
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (AV)  

 
There was a novel news story of a man who placed a paper bag over his face in order to burglarize 
a store.  He forgot, however, to cut holes in the mask for his eyes.  As a result, he just pulled the 
bag off and went on with his thievery.  The video camera revealed that he was the security guard 
of the building.  These criticizing Jews are very much in the same boat.  They exposed their own 
blindness.  If there were no veil over their eyes they would see the truth of this glorious gospel and 
be gloriously saved. 
 

A friend of mine had eye surgery.  They took out his old lens and put in a new lens.  He has been 
absolutely stunned, not only at the detail which he can now see, but also at the clarity.  When he 
opens his good eye, everything is white and bright.  When he opens his other eye, everything has a 
yellow tinge to it, the result of normal aging and response to the UV rays of the sun.  He did not know 
what he was missing. 
 

These Jews did not know what they were missing.  If you are here without Christ, as we noted in 
our previous chapter, you have no idea what you are missing in Christ.  We try to tease you with 
our testimonies and we try to cajole you, but until you have tasted a plate of this salvation food for 
yourself you will never know how good it is.   
 
So, in a word, we see that the eyes of the Jewish people as a whole have been veiled.  This does 
not mean a Jew cannot be saved.  Paul makes it clear that God is saving a remnant from His 
people.  Nor does it mean that it will always be this way.  One day, the veil will be removed 
according to verse 16.  But the sad fact is that most Jews have rejected this New Covenant.   
 
Itôs time to address the Gentile question.  How is this glory revealed in us?  1. On the negative 
side, can we veil our own eyes as the Jews did?  And, 2., on the positive side, can we know the 
secrets of revealing this tangible glory in our own lives?  How do we turn all this theology into 
practice?  Are there any steps which we can take to release this Shekinah glory in our experience? 
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1. In answer to the first question, can we veil our own eyes?  the answer yes, we surely can.    
 
While no one should recommend Barclay without understanding his view on inspiration, he makes 
a worthy point here: 
 
1. We may veil our own eyes by prejudice.  This happens when we go to the Word of God with our 
own presuppositions and insist on making it say what we want it to say.  We love to embellish the 
Word of God and make verses say more than God intends. 
 
The ancient Jews, for example, were not content with this story of Moses.  As the years 
progressed they were teaching that the glory of Moses never left his face for the rest of his life.  
They finally began insisting that the glory on Moses face remained right with his body in the grave.    
 
2. We may veil our own eyes by wishful thinking.  We find what we want to find in our Bibles.  We 
read what we want to read.  For example, we may go to the Psalms and delight in all of those 
passages which extol the love and mercy and greatness of God and skip over all of those 
passages which speak of His judgment, wrath, and anger. 
When we do this, we are pulling the wool over our own proverbial eyes.    
 
3. We may veil our own eyes by fragmentary thinking.  We do this by not viewing the Bible as a 
whole and seeing its great themes and arguments.  Or worse, we veil our own eyes when we 
neglect the study and learning of the Word of God.  We have never lived in an hour when it was 
more incumbent upon Christians to follow Paul's admonition: 
 

2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. (AV)  
 

The eyes of believers everywhere are being veiled to the real issues. 
 
But all of those problems, prejudicial thinking, wishful thinking, and fragmentary thinking are only 
symptomatic.  The veil which covers our eyes is usually is the result of a deeper problem, a 
problem between ourselves and the living God. 
 
It is a coldness of heart that sets in like winter on our souls.  Again, I allude to Barclay. 
 

1. Sometimes it is the veil of disobedience.  When we resist, when we disobey, we lose the sensitivity, the 
tenderness, the hungering and the longings for the things of God.  And those calluses don't drop off easily.  
Soon, we're not just dealing with a symptom; we're dealing with a whole syndrome.  This is what happened with 
Israel.  Moses did not make Israel blind.  She was already cavorting with idolaters before he ever arrived on the 
base of the hill.   
 
Right is right and wrong is wrong.  The vision of the whole world has become so obscured on this point that few 
worldlings can even discern truth anymore.  We came across a quote from Ted Koppel a while back which he 
delivered at a commencement exercise.  [I have modified one phrase for the sake of sanctity in public reading. - 
JPS] 

 

"We have actually convinced ourselves that slogans will save us. Shoot up if you must; but use a 
clean needle. Enjoy sex whenever and with whomever you wish, but protect yourself.  No! The answer 
is no. Not because it isn't cool or smart or because you might end up in jail or in an aids ward, but no 
because it's wrong, because we have spent 5,000 years as a race of rational human beings, trying to 
drag ourselves out of the primeval slime by searching for truth and moral absolutes. In its purest form, 
truth is not a polite tap on the shoulder. It is a howling reproach. What Moses brought down from 
Mount Sinai were not the Ten Suggestions."  
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ABC Nightline Moderator, Ted Koppel, at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, giving the 1987 commencement 

address.  

 

Even the secular world sees the inevitable end of our present march toward unbelief.   
 
Sometimes is flat disobedience that places that veil over the eyes of men.  
 
2. Sometimes it is the veil of an unteachable spirit.  We see this so much with young people.  
There are none so blind as those who refuse to see.   
 
In our next study we will continue with the secret which is required for unveiling the glory of God in 
our lives.  But, for now may I suggest that you get a little ñlight treatmentò to help your condition?  
I'm not suggesting that you go to the tanning booth or sit under one of those daylight generators.  
Rather, I end at the exact verse where we left off in the previous chapter, verse 18: 
 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord. (AV)  

 

I want to build just a little more on what we started previously, just enough to keep the verse fresh 
in our minds.  Notice that we are talking about a process, a divine process that occurs in our daily 
lives as a result of the New Covenant: 
 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord. (AV)  

 

1."But we all...ò  It is a universal process.  "But we all..."  This is not just an experience for ministers 
or teachers. 
 
2. "éwith open faceéò  It is an uninhibited process.  We can look the Lord in the eyes.  This is 
amazing!  
 
3. "ébeholding as in a glass" or a mirror.  It is a reflective process.  Where do we go to behold the 
Christ of this covenant?  God changes us through the mind, through meditation on His Word.  
Christ reveals Himself to us in the Scriptures. 
 
4. " éthe glory of the Lord" - is a Christ centered process.  It is not self centered.  The world says 
"look inward," "meditate in order to bring the best of yourself out.ò  The Christian says, look 
upward.  Focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. His glory will change you.  You will find no glory in 
yourself. 
 
5. "éare changed into the same image.ò  It is a transforming process.  We are actually 
metamorphosised or transfigured.  Perhaps we could call it mutation of the soul.  But this is not just 
any transformation.  It is a transformation into Christlikeness!" 
 
6. "éfrom glory to glory." It is a growing process.  There are no short cuts!  No second works of 
grace!  No quantum leaps!  No overnight solutions, just life changing maturation. 
 
7."é [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord" It is a spiritual process.  The Holy Spirit oversees this 
metamorphosis.   
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Can we then, accelerate this process?  The answer is, yes, by reflecting on the person of Christ 
through meditation upon His Word, and through obedience unto Christ His glory can shine through 
us. 
 
So, where are you in this process?  Is the veil still over your eyes?  Have you tried to withdraw 
from the process? 
What are you going to do about it today?  
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2 Cor. 4:1-6   

 
 

New Covenant Dynamics 
 
Intro:  If it has been correctly stated that the book of Romans is the Magna Charta of the faith, we 
may just as rightfully say that 2 Corinthians 3 and 4 represents the Constitution of the Faith.  It is 
the foundation, the bedrock upon which all New Testament doctrine rests, even the doctrine of 
justification by faith.  This passage provides the legal justification for the stunning claims which 
Paul makes in Romans.  But Paul's presentation of this New Covenant is far more than just a legal 
declaration.  This covenant comes with a manual, an instruction book, for its proper use and 
application.  It is that manual which we presently study. 
 
By now, it should be hard to forget the argument of the passage because it has been repeated so 
aggressively.  The issue has been integrity.  The issue has been the authentication of Paul's 
personal ministry, and the doctrine of Christ.    
 
Let's finish the argument of chapter three. 
 

I. The Phenomenal Nature of the New Covenant 

 

In the previous chapter Paul stressed the phenomenal nature of the New Covenant.  Its glory 
exceeds the glory of the Old Covenant in every way.  We concluded in a very practical way, 
stressing how the New Covenant is worked out on a practical basis in the life of the New Covenant 
believer:  
 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord. (AV)  
 

The Shekinah glory is still present and available in the ministration of the New Covenant. 
 
Regretfully, our chapter division comes in a very inconvenient place here, for verses 1 and 2 of 
chapter four really represent the conclusion which Paul expects us to draw from the argument of 
chapter three.  Notice the word therefore: 
 

2Co 4:1 ¶ Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 2  But 
have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God. (AV)  
 

If God provides the phenomena as authentication for our New Covenant, we do not need to be 
manufacturing our own means to gain the ear and attention of unbelievers.  In a word, if we believe 
the truth of verse 18 in chapter three, it will affect the way we proclaim that truth.  Look at a few of 
these phrases so that we, ourselves, can avoid being caught up in the improper presentation of the 
New Covenant. 
 

A. The Glorious nature of the New Covenant enables its minister: 
 

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
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We do not become weary or exhausted.  We cannot read into Paul's mind, but it makes sense that 
Paul is still contrasting the old with the new here.  There was an undeniable element of drudgery 
associated with the ministry of the Old Covenant.  There was no enablement associated with it.  
This is not to say that the New Covenant is a bed of Roses.  We will discover, much to the 
contrary, that it can very well be a bed of sorrow and suffering.  But, still, there is an essential 
difference between the two covenants.  Note it again: 
 

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
 

What is the mercy associated with this New Covenant which was not associated with the old?  Is it 
a redemptive mercy?  It is in a broad sense, but, more specifically, it is the privilege of accessing 
the presence of God, of beholding the Lord ourselves.  It is a mercy because God withholds the 
judgment rightfully due to us and allows us into His presence, in the Person of His Son.  And once 
in that presence we are transformed.  Because the source of our strength is exhaustless, we need 
not burn out.  I speak, of course, about the heart, not the body.  Even Christ wearied and was 
required to rest His body. 
 
Paul is not telling us that we should not faint if we are good Christians; He is telling us that we will 
not faint when we take advantage of the mercies of this New Covenant.  We have inward help.  To 
avoid misunderstanding, be aware that the scriptures under both the Old Covenant and the New 
Covenant promise strength for the weary servant.  Isaiah said: 
 

Isa 40:29  He giveth power to the faint; and to [them that have] no might he increaseth strength. 30  
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:31  But they that wait 
upon the LORD shall renew [their] strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; [and] they shall walk, and not faint.  (AV)  

 

But, the beauty and power of the New Covenant is that it provides ready and immediate access to 
the presence of God and therefore offers instantaneous relief for the soul.  Secondly, 
 

B. The glorious nature of the New Covenant speaks for itself.   
 

Paul states this both negatively and positively.   
 
 1. Negatively, he says:   
 

But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully 
 

Perhaps a good way to say it is like this.  It is not likely that you are going to find a sales 
representative for your local village of luxury homes sitting at a table in the back of your local flea 
market.  It would demean the good image of luxury homes to have them sold by scroungy, 
scrubby, wheeler dealers who have their tables rented out for five bucks a pop.  Yet, this is exactly 
what has happened with the gospel today.  It is being hawked, not proclaimed, in a manner which 
brings great shame upon it. 
 
Further, the New Covenant is being commended to many based on craft and deceit.  
 
No one has done more offense to the cause of Christ in this regard than the charismatic 
movement.  The charismatic movement is seeking to authenticate its message through the 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Brief Introduction to II Corinthians  -  J. Steel ï See Pg. 2 for permissions.    Page 83 of 245.   

 

reintroduction of apostolic signs and wonders.  After all, were they not used to introduce the New 
Covenant in the first place? 
 
The problem is this:  Those external (and I put the emphasis on that word external) signs and 
wonders served only a limited and short term purpose.  Their purpose was to draw the attention of 
the Jewish people to the New Covenant.  The Jewish people knew that signs and wonders would 
be associated with change in God's economy.  But those signs were only temporary and only for 
the Jews.  The New Covenant, itself with its internal phenomena is, according to Paul, what 
authenticates its message.   
 
Paul does not say that the New Covenant is authenticated by signs and wonders, but rather, it is 
authenticated by the Shekinah glory associated with it and the transforming power of that glory 
which we taught about in our last study. 
 
The charismatics must not pass this issue off with a wave of the hand.  They have had to rely on 
much deception and craftiness in order to carry on their charade.  There is a fundamental question 
of integrity at the core of this discussion.  They do not raise men from the dead.  They do not heal 
twisted limbs.  They practice their art only where they cannot be easily exposed. 
 
The tragedy is this, while they draw attention away with their signs and wonders charades, they 
obscure the light of the true New Covenant.  Negatively, then we do not need craftiness. 
 
2. Positively, Paul says, instead of handling God's Word with deceit and craftiness, we do it rather, 
 

  by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
(AV)  

 

The nature of the product determines the nature of its distribution.  If we are offering truth and light 
we need to be truthful and transparent in its presentation.  That is only consistent.  Observe the 
words, in the sight of God.  We may just as rightfully render them in the presence of God.  The 
New Covenant is properly expressed by the believer who lives his life, his whole life, in the 
presence of God. 
 
As we encounter verse 5, there is, now, a shift in Paul's emphasis that must not go unnoticed.  I 
have said that chapter three emphasizes: 
 

I. The Phenomenal Nature of the New Covenant 

 

In it, we stressed the phenomena or significant nature of the New Covenant.  In a word, the 
phenomenon surrounds the Shekinah glory which, in turn, bespeaks the authenticating presence 
of God. 
 
We must now, shift a few degrees in order to stress another aspect of the New Covenant.  We 
must stress: 
 

II. The Messianic Nature of the New Covenant 
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This is Messiah's covenant, and this is important.  It is the controlling ingredient in the application 
of this covenant.    
 

2Co 4:3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: (AV)  
 

In our previous study we talked about Moses and the glory which shone on his face from being in 
the presence of the living God.  We noted that it was a fading glory.  We talked about how Moses 
veiled his own face to hide the fact that the glory of the first covenant was a fading glory.  We then 
talked about how we ourselves can veil the glory of this gospel, this New Covenant. 
 
But here, in verse 3, the word veil occurs again in the Greek.  The translators would have done 
well to leave it that way so that we could understand the Holy Spiritôs intent.  So, let's read it again: 
 

2Co 4:3  But if our gospel be veiled, it is veiled to them that are lost: (AV)  

 

When I preach the gospel, only a small percentage of those who hear it from my voice truly receive 
Christ.  And I am in no small company.  When the Lord Jesus Christ, (the giver of this New 
Covenant)  preached the gospel relatively few were truly converted. 
 
Verse 4 explains why this is true: 
 

2Co 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (AV)  

 
We have seen that the veil can be on the part of the minister.  Now, we see that the intended 
recipient can also have his eyes veiled.  More importantly, we see that Satan, the god of this world, 
is actively involved in the process of blinding men to the truth of this gospel.  That is his intent.  
That is his purpose.  That is his life goal. 
 
Every day, in thousands of ways, he sends forth his hosts with their respective messages and 
doctrines, blinding men to the truth in a relentless effort to confuse the issues of truth and lie, and 
light and darkness.  We are in the throes of a tremendous contest.  The stranger who walks in on 
such discussion as this among believers is usually dumbfounded.  Are there really people, he 
asks, who believe that such a contest is going on?  Are there folks so gullible as to think that such 
a war between light and darkness is really going on?  Whatever is this contest about?  Who are the 
participants?  Look at the verse again: 
 

2Co 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (AV)  
 

1. The enemy is Satan, the god of this world. 
2. The tactic is to blind the minds of those who believe not. 
3. The reason is to prevent the light of the gospel to be beamed unto them. 
4. It is the gospel. 
5. It is the gospel of Messiah 
6. The gospel is the gospel of Messiah who is the image of God. 
 
Holding these thoughts in mind, notice the last two verses of the study, verses 5 and 6, and keep 
this theme of Messiah's gospel of light in front of you: 
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2Co 4:5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus' sake. 6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (AV)  
 

We have just heard an earful.   
 
1. There is a contest going on.  It does not matter whether you think it should be going on or not.  It 
does not matter whether you want it to be going on our not. 
 
2. It is a battle between light and darkness.  It is not the battle between light and darkness as 
defined by Zoroastrianism.  It is not the battle between light and darkness as defined in the dualism 
proposed by the Star Wars series, where light and darkness are two sides of the same force.    
 
3. The focal point of this battle surrounds a person called Messiah, or Christ. 
 
There are some who feel that this very contest is represented from the get go.  They feel it is 
prophetically symbolized in those very first words of Genesis when God said "Let there be light!"  
No one should dispute that fact for a second.  Someone has said: "In the beginning God separated 
the light from the darkness and man has been trying to put the two back together ever since."  
There is truth in the fact that this contest of light and darkness is represented right in Genesis 
chapter one.  But, is that what the passage is saying here?  I don't think so.  I think Paul is arguing 
concerning this Messiah Jesus who is the image of God, the icon of Elohim.  Regarding those 
words: 
 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darknessé 
 

Colin Kruse argues that the proper rendering of this phrase should be:  
 

For it is the God who said 'a light shall shine out of darkness.' 
 

Note the future tense, a light shall shine out of darkness.  Paul was not quoting Genesis one here, 
Paul was quoting the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the coming Messiah, the one whom we call 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Consider Isaiah 9:2: speaking of the dimness of Zebulun and Naphtali,  Isaiah prophecies about a 
coming day: 

 
Isa 9: 2  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. (AV)  
 

Again, Matthew 4:15-16 exhibits the fulfillment of this prophecy in Jesus Messiah: 
 

Mt 4:15  The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, [by] the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles; 16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in 
the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. (AV)  
 

This was the light, the Light to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.  As Simeon so declared, this was the prophesied light of 
Messiah.  The Messiah who is elsewhere prophesied as the light to the nations.  Jesus Himself 
said: 
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Joh 8:12 é, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. (AV)  
 

And again in John 12: 
 

Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 
darkness. (AV)  
 

We ask the question, what are we to make of this?  Either you are in the dark or you are walking in 
the light.  The light of which we speak is the light of the gospel, the light of the new covenant. 
 
When folks come to me and start playing their mind games it soon becomes evident what the 
problem really is.  When someone says, "With all the world's religions which are out there, how can 
you be so arrogant as to think you are really right, and the rest of the world is all wrong?"  Or, "With 
all those contradictions and myths which are in the Bible, no intelligent, thinking 20th century 
person could possible believe it is inspired!"  I have good answers for those questions.  But, in my 
heart I know the real issue.  I know the light of the glorious gospel of Christ has not yet radiated 
into their hearts, because once a man truly comes to know Christ the lights come on!  The 
difference between night and day is so brilliant that all the other also-ran religions on the face of 
the earth, religions which can only feed and thrive in darkness, are exposed in one fell swoop in 
the presence of the glory of the living Christ. 
 
We do not offer a religion, we offer a Savior who will change you from the inside out, One who will 
transform and transfigure you.  We offer a Savior who will take you from darkness into light, the 
light of the glorious gospel of the glorious Christ.  Are you ready to take the step?  
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2 Cor. 4: 7-19   

 
 

New Covenant Dynamics - Part II 
 
Intro:  One of the pleasant surprises in my boyhood came on the day when I discovered I could 
ride my bicycle with no hands.  It was a trial of sorts that uncovered this latent talent.  I was riding 
home with a cabbage, I believe, in one hand while I held the handlebar with the other.  The hand 
and arm holding the cabbage became tired and I felt the need to switch the cabbage from one 
hand to the other.  Rather than stopping my bike, I steadied myself, let go of the handlebar, tossed 
the cabbage from one hand to the other, and grabbed the handlebar with the other hand.  Much to 
my surprise, the bike did quite well on its own.  I immediately decided to try this stunt again, letting 
the handlebar go unattended for a longer period of time.   
 
I had learned an interesting principle that day.  There were laws of motion and gravity at play which 
could be used to my advantage.  They had been there all along but I had never taken advantage of 
them. Importantly, I had to go against my nature in order to experience these laws. 
 
That is very much the way it is with the New Covenant.  Folks are often not aware of the dynamics 
which are at their very finger tips, spiritual laws, which, for some Christians, go virtually untapped 
for much of their Christian walk.  In our previous study, we taught you how to ride the bike, so to 
speak.  We explained that it is the practical enjoyment of the presence of Christ which sheds the 
New Covenant light abroad in our lives.  The world needs to see Christ in us.  Now, we want to 
move a step further and talk about the "no hands" part of bicycle riding.   In order to do this we will 
emphasize four characteristics of the New Covenant.  Respectively, we'll see:   
 
  The Paradoxical Nature of the New Covenant 
  The Sacrificial Nature of the New Covenant 
  The Productive Nature of the New Covenant 
 
 

I. The Paradoxical Nature of the New Covenant 

 

A paradox is an apparent contradiction.  It is a very obvious paradox because we have just been 
taught about the wonderful superiority of the New Covenant, how that it's ministry outclasses in the 
Old Covenant every way, the Old Covenant that was the basis of Jewish hope.   
 
What we may not see is what a humiliating blow this Covenant delivered to Judaism.  The source 
of all their pride, their personal pride, their national pride and their racial pride can be traced to the 
giving of that Covenant, a covenant which Paul now claims has now been abolished.  The source 
of Jewish bragging was being eliminated. 
 
If the Jews had had previous reason to brag, we who have the administration of the New Covenant 
entrusted to we have ten thousand more reasons to brag.  And, that is exactly the thing which God 
hates.  He hates bragging.  He hates boasting.  He hates it because He alone is worthy of praise 
and glory.  Only God deserves that kind of glory. 
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So, how do we take this fire of the New Covenant into our bosom and not be burned by it?  How 
can we be the ministers of such a powerful covenant and not destroy ourselves with our own 
arrogance? How can we be the chosen vessels through which this New Covenant is ministered 
and not take on the dread "God and me syndrome" which humbler men than us have fallen victim 
to?  How can we handle this hot potato of the New Covenant and, not become proud??  The 
Answer lies in the paradox which we discover in verses 7-11: 
 

2Co 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us.  8  [We are] troubled on every side, yet not distressed; [we are] perplexed, but not 
in despair;  9  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;  10  Always bearing about 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.  
11  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh. (AV)  
 

Power like this, glory like this, deserves better.  Recently we argued that the nature of the product 
determines the nature of its distribution.  We said that hawking this gospel is like selling luxury 
homes on the back lot of a flea market.   We do not entrust the administration of this precious 
gospel to carnies!   
 
But, therein lies the problem, for we are all carnies and hucksters by nature.  None of us, in 
ourselves, are qualified to represent this covenant in any way.  When we seem to have the 
slightest success in so doing, we become arrogant and proud.  We need a solution for our proud 
spirits.  We find it in the fact that God has put this treasure in earthen vessels. 
 
Å It may be that Paul was making a reference to the story of Gideon at this point.  He was the man 
who was specifically instructed by God to drastically reduce the numbers in his army.  We read in 
Judges 2:7: 
 

Jud 7:2  And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that [are] with thee [are] too many for me to give 
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath 
saved me. (AV)  
 

In this particular story, the greatly outnumbered Israelites surround the Midianites with torches 
which have pottery placed over them.  When Gideon called out "The Sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon!" the vessels were all broken at once, providing the element of surprise.  The Midianites 
arose out of their sleep thinking themselves greatly outnumbered and began slaying one another in 
their great confusion. 
 
This may be what Paul is referring to here the breaking of the earthen vessels.  This may be the 
simple lesson, lest we vaunt ourselves up and announce that we have served God by our own 
hand.  That is one possibility. 
 
Å Or the answer may be even simpler than that.  When Paul announced that we have this treasure 
in earthen vessels he may have just been referring to the common clay lanterns which were all 
around.  These inexpensive, disposable, clay lamps were at every marketplace.  They were brittle, 
easily broken, and constantly being replaced.  There really wasn't much beauty in them.  The 
beauty was in the light which was given off through their use. 
 
And that is the paradox of this covenant, it destroys the administrator.  When one stops to think 
about it, it really is the only way that God can manifest His life in human flesh.  And so we read: 
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Troubled...yet not distressed. 
Perplexed...but not in despair. 
Persecuted....but not forsaken. 
Cast down...but not destroyed. 
 
Why wouldn't we be distressed?  Why wouldn't we despair?  Why wouldn't we feel forsaken and 
devastated?  When the world gets in to this kind of position it gets angry.  Unbelievers shake their 
fists at God as though he has robbed them of something which is rightfully theirs!  The believer 
knows better.  He knows that in his dying is life. 
 
Unbelievers often take wild and crazy chances and when they are asked, why did you do such a 
crazy thing?  They reply, I just need to feel like I was alive!  The Christian, on the other hand, feels 
most alive when he is most dying.  His life is in his death. 
 
However, the analogy is very much like that no-handed bike ride we spoke of earlier.  You have to 
go against your nature to experience these laws!  We who make it such a priority to avoid 
persecution and trials of any and every kind are really the zombies who do not experience life.  
When the world says you cannot truly enjoy life until you are willing to die they do not know what 
they are saying.  Only a Christian can rightfully say such a thing.  For us, the life of Christ is 
manifest in our dying. 
 
So then, the first thing we have seen is the paradoxical nature of the New Covenant.  To live, we 
must die.  God will have it no other way. 
 
Notice secondly: 
 

II. The Sacrificial Nature of the New Covenant 

 
Start with verse 12. 
 

2Co 4:12  So then death worketh in us, but life in you.  13  We having the same spirit of faith, 
according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore 
speak;  13  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have 
I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;  14  Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus 
shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present [us] with you.  15  For all things [are] for your sakes, 
that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. (AV)  
 

When Paul announces: So then death worketh in us, but life in you, it is sometimes seen as a 
rebuke to the Corinthians, and, surely, there must be some element of rebuke in it.  These 
Corinthians have been acting like teenagers who have been enjoying the luxury of criticizing those 
who have provided everything for them, including their very existence, all the while contributing 
little or nothing themselves. 
 

When one encounters the fantasy world of early high schoolers he discovers that they all think they 
will be driving ñBeamersò in a few years and the world will be an entirely different place when they 
finally take control.  Fortunately, about the time they graduate from high school they begin seeing the 
world through a different, more responsible set of glasses. 
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We may say that Paul was rebuking these spiritually adolescent Corinthians.  But, more directly, I 
would rather believe that he is modeling, for these spiritual upstarts, what the goal of true ministry 
is all about.    
 
Every little baby who comes into the world thinks the world revolves around him.  Little by little we 
try to strip those impressions away from him.  Finally, the day comes when we see that we were 
really placed here to be a source of blessing to others, not the object of blessing 
 
So it is with new believers who really do think the spiritual world revolves around them!  They think 
that a church should be chosen based on its music, or its contemporary expression, or whatever 
criterion is on the mind at the moment.  They do not understand that the purpose of church is the 
application of the New Covenant, a sacrificial application.  We come together, not to plan how to 
build new buildings, as important as they are at times, we come together to plan how we can die.  
We come together to plan how we can sacrifice and how we can give ourselves in ministry to the 
newbies coming up behind us.  We want to set an example for them as our fathers set for us. 
 
We want to teach them how to die, not how to live!  And when we fail to communicate this dynamic 
we produce rice Christians, cosmetic Christians, and stony ground Christians who add up to very 
little.  Such Christians are sterilized hybrids.  Everything, everything in the world, hangs on our 
ability to bring to believer to the point of maturity where he sees that he lives when he dies and he 
dies for those who have not yet matured to this place of spiritual understanding. 
 
The question is this:  How can we bring ourselves to the point of sacrifice and be willing to endure 
the ongoing struggle and affliction which this sacrifice demands?  Glance over verses 12-15 again.  
We understood the first part,  "So then, death worketh in us, but life in you.."   We understand that 
this is a sacrificial process.   But we must also grasp the rest of the intent of Paul in verses 13 and 
14: 
 

2Co 4:13  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; (AV) 2Co 4:14  Knowing that he which raised up the 
Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present [us] with you. (AV)  
 

There is only one thing that can motivate us to welcome such a high level of sacrifice.  It is in the 
kind of faith that can see all the way into eternity. 
 
Whatever does he mean with those words, we then having the same spirit of faith?  The same as 
what?  We believe Paul is saying that we have the same spirit of faith that the Psalmist 
demonstrated in his time of trial.  An example of this is in Psalm 116, vs. 8-10. 
 

Ps 116:8  For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, [and] my feet from falling. 
9  I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was 
greatly afflicted: (AV)  

 

We cannot find enough purpose in the kind of sacrifice which the New Covenant demands of us 
unless we can, with the eyes of faith, look forward, all the way to eternity.  
 

Let me illustrate it this way.  My first real computer was an Osborne.  Its processing chip had 29,000 
transistors in it.  It cost $1,800 and that was a deal.  That was a sacrifice. Later I gave it away to a 
missionary. Today, that same $1,800 will buy a computer no less than 10 million transistors in it.  
Today, if I owned that Osborne I would be too embarrassed to give it to a missionary. 
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What is the point?  Now, that I am in the future, that little Osborne computer which I dearly loved, 
seems like a worthless piece of trash.  When you and I are in eternity, the value, the purpose, of 
our sacrifices will finally be made known. 
 
Why, was Paul making all this sacrifice?  In his words, he was looking forward to the day when 
there would be a grand presentation day when the Father, the One who raised up the Lord Jesus, 
the firstfruits,  would also raise all of us up.  That single hour; that single point in time will make all 
the suffering worthwhile.  In fact, it will do more than that, it will trivialize it.  And, the things which 
had value now  will seem so foolish then! 
 
Look also at the third aspect and see: 
 

III. The Productive Nature of the New Covenant 

 
A. Its all you need right now.  Verse 16. 
 

2Co 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is 
renewed day by day. (AV)  
 

Once again we're back to that word faint which we discussed earlier.  Seeing we have this ministry 
we faint not.  The strength comes not from within us, but from the indwelling Holy Spirit.  We do not 
need to worry.  Though the outward man perishes, the inward man is renewed day by day.  How is 
he renewed?  He is renewed by enjoying the presence of Christ. 
 
 

B. The New Covenant is all you need to prepare you for eternity.  Verses 17 and 18: 
 

2Co 4:17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding [and] 
eternal weight of glory:18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are not seen [are] eternal. 
(AV)  
 

If you can touch it, if you can feel it, if you can taste it, if you can smell it, if you can see it, it will be 
destroyed.  It has no value in eternity.   There is no wormhole between here and heaven whereby 
your earthly goods may be transported to heaven.  Plant your treasures and tools for the next life 
alongside your mummified body if you must, but they will remain only to be destroyed in that final 
hour.    Only the New Covenant can give us this kind of eternal perspective which forces to re-
value all of lifeôs pursuits. 
 
 
 




