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Why Another Set of Notes on the Epistle to the Hebrews?
(Preface)

Whether there is a need for another set of notes on Hebrews is debatable. These notes were not pro-
duced to bring something new and novel to the forum on Hebrews. Rather, they have been provided to
address a specific teaching context. Essentially, here is what the reader will find.

A T hmoses are designed first, for the typical believer, and secondly, for the pastor who minis-
ters to the congregation as a whole. For this reason, they are devotional in style. While the reader
will find many academic issues addressed, the notes are primarily a model for teaching or preaching
through Hebrews. This style precludes some more formal writing conventions.

A Troees are designed to tackle difficult problems head-on. They often begin where other com-
mentaries leave off when addressing the tough questions of Hebrews. While every effort is made to
represent the opinions of others fairly, these notes do commit to specific interpretive positions while res-
pecting divergent views.

A The not ethematic @xpdsitianal style which is best understood by reading. While care-
ful attention is paid to good language analysis, the weight of the lessons center around the great biblical
themes and arguments of Hebrews, rather than on syntax alone. They interpret the scriptures from the
perspective of Jesus Christ, our Messiah.

A Axtensive Table of Contents (rather than a simple one) is included purposely so that indi-
viduals seeking specific issues will be able to locate them easily.

A Finally, while no per son alspdtifically nane aridndergify these ,
movement and groups which tend to draw glory away from the Lord Jesus Christ in their theolo-
gy. While this may offend some, it should be noted that these groups also reserve to themselves the
right to point out those with whom they disagree. The popular practice of not naming names and organ-
izations has left the average Christian unequipped to obey 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Audio files (MP3) are available which correspond to these lectures.

*For purposes of exp@sonal outlining this authore ¢ o mme n d s D asroltlied of Welaréwks, avaialde
at www.Bible.org
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The edtorial comments and interpretive postures contained in this syllabus represent Mr. Steel's personal position

only and should not be construed as the position of any school or church where he may be serving.
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Preliminaries
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These notes are dedicated with gratitude to my loving wife, Anne, whose role as a loving
helpmate has enabled me in all my endeavors for Christ during the past forty years. Her con-
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Unless noted otherwise, all quotations are from the King James version and basic Greek definitions
cited are from Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-
Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

This material may be freely copied and distributed through any media so long as no alterations are
made to the text and no charge of any kind is associated with the distribution of these materials, includ-
ing charges for web access. All biblical quotations are from the King James Bible unless otherwise
noted.

These and similar materials represent a work of love added into an already full schedule. Suggestions
for improvement and clerical adjustments are always welcomed.
Contact: BibleTrainer@ CenterForBiblicalMinistries.com

The nature of this study:

Pastors looking for a deeply exegetical treatment of Hebrews will not find it here (See bibliography).
While every effort has been made to respect the Greek and use it when appropriate and necessary, the
notes in this text contain a mix of both information and exhortation. They are designed to be read and
understandable by adults in general. They are in a format which lends easily for use in preaching and in
teaching.

A Word About the Author

Jim Steel has served equally in church planting, missions, and Christian education endeavors. His doc-
trinal position is available at www.CenterForBiblicalMinistries.com. His ministry has focused heavily on
the centrality of Christ and he stands without apology for the full and complete inspiration of the Bible
and the doctrine of salvation by grace alone through the sacrifice of our risen Christ. Dr. Steel, who is
an instructor at Cornerstone Bible Institute in Hot Springs, South Dakota, is available for personal con-
tact through the web site noted above.
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