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Why Another Set of Notes on the Epistle to the Hebrews?
(Preface)

Whether there is a need for another set of notes on Hebrews is debatable. These notes were not pro-
duced to bring something new and novel to the forum on Hebrews. Rather, they have been provided to
address a specific teaching context. Essentially, here is what the reader will find.

A T hmoses are designed first, for the typical believer, and secondly, for the pastor who minis-
ters to the congregation as a whole. For this reason, they are devotional in style. While the reader
will find many academic issues addressed, the notes are primarily a model for teaching or preaching
through Hebrews. This style precludes some more formal writing conventions.

A Troees are designed to tackle difficult problems head-on. They often begin where other com-
mentaries leave off when addressing the tough questions of Hebrews. While every effort is made to
represent the opinions of others fairly, these notes do commit to specific interpretive positions while res-
pecting divergent views.

A The not ethematic @xpdsitianal style which is best understood by reading. While care-
ful attention is paid to good language analysis, the weight of the lessons center around the great biblical
themes and arguments of Hebrews, rather than on syntax alone. They interpret the scriptures from the
perspective of Jesus Christ, our Messiah.

A Axtensive Table of Contents (rather than a simple one) is included purposely so that indi-
viduals seeking specific issues will be able to locate them easily.

A Finally, while no per son alspdtifically nane aridndergify these ,
movement and groups which tend to draw glory away from the Lord Jesus Christ in their theolo-
gy. While this may offend some, it should be noted that these groups also reserve to themselves the
right to point out those with whom they disagree. The popular practice of not naming names and organ-
izations has left the average Christian unequipped to obey 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Audio files (MP3) are available which correspond to these lectures.

*For purposes of exp@sonal outlining this authore ¢ o mme n d s D asroltlied of Welaréwks, avaialde
at www.Bible.org
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The edtorial comments and interpretive postures contained in this syllabus represent Mr. Steel's personal position

only and should not be construed as the position of any school or church where he may be serving.
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Preliminaries
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These notes are dedicated with gratitude to my loving wife, Anne, whose role as a loving
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Unless noted otherwise, all quotations are from the King James version and basic Greek definitions
cited are from Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-
Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

This material may be freely copied and distributed through any media so long as no alterations are
made to the text and no charge of any kind is associated with the distribution of these materials, includ-
ing charges for web access. All biblical quotations are from the King James Bible unless otherwise
noted.

These and similar materials represent a work of love added into an already full schedule. Suggestions
for improvement and clerical adjustments are always welcomed.
Contact: BibleTrainer@ CenterForBiblicalMinistries.com

The nature of this study:

Pastors looking for a deeply exegetical treatment of Hebrews will not find it here (See bibliography).
While every effort has been made to respect the Greek and use it when appropriate and necessary, the
notes in this text contain a mix of both information and exhortation. They are designed to be read and
understandable by adults in general. They are in a format which lends easily for use in preaching and in
teaching.

A Word About the Author

Jim Steel has served equally in church planting, missions, and Christian education endeavors. His doc-
trinal position is available at www.CenterForBiblicalMinistries.com. His ministry has focused heavily on
the centrality of Christ and he stands without apology for the full and complete inspiration of the Bible
and the doctrine of salvation by grace alone through the sacrifice of our risen Christ. Dr. Steel, who is
an instructor at Cornerstone Bible Institute in Hot Springs, South Dakota, is available for personal con-
tact through the web site noted above.
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[Heb. 1:1]

An Ever-So-Brief Introduction to Hebrews

Our introductory study of Hebrews will address a few of the most important questions that are normally
considered when studying the book of Hebrews. We have intentionally avoided attention to detail in
these opening paragraphs, choosing, instead to get right to the meat of the text.

Just before beginning your study, please do three things:
1.) Look over our Goals for the Course in the Appendix. Do not expect to understand fully these goals
at this time. They will become clear as we progress. Just get an overview of the things which are im-

portant to the tone of this study.

2.) Look over Hebrews i A Quick Overview. This is also at the back for quick reference and easier re-
production.

3.) Read the footnote ! at the bottom of the page.
Who wrote the book of Hebrews?*

It appears that it was the author's intent to remain generally anonymous, though there are hints in the
book that indicate our author knew some of his readers and they knew and loved him. For the reci-
pients knew he was "in bonds." They knew Timothy as well. The book appears to have been written
from Italy. (Heb. 13:22-25)

Typically, the more influenced one is by mid nineteenth century textual criticism, the more one will lean
away from Pauline authorship. MacDonald insists that, in spite of the generalizations of early fathers,

AFew t oday, hmawntiaRauline autloorshipd Origin agreed that the contents were Pauline,

and there are some Pauline touches in it, bdHe t he s
adds that this does not rule out Pauline authorship. Typically, the more one leans on traditional

sources, the more |likely he wil!l |l ean toward Paul és

spill any blood over the issue.

The pursuit of the human author of this "crown jewel" of the New Testament will likely rage until the re-
turn of Christ. It is the stuff of lively debates and its examination provides rich reward. It is our intent,
however, to respect the author of Hebrews' wishes and leave it at that. At the same time, this author
apologizes for any slip of the tongue that might reveal his own preference for the Apostle Paul!

The Real Struggle

The issue of human authorship is inconsequential when laid along side a far more critical question. To
whom was the book written? Beneath the superficial response that it was obviously written to the He-
brews, the Jews who were living in the middle of the first century lay deeper currents. Were these He-
brews believers? Were they unbelievers? Were they a mixed group of both believers and unbelievers?

When examining Hebrews, one's position regarding the recipients forms the lynchpin for his entire inter-
pretive model. There is simply no room for neutrality and emotions rise quickly as the discussion en-

! These notes are designed for basic simplicity and easy reading. A thorough examination of background studies is provided in
the required reading materials for the class. Readers who do not have access to the class will benefit from checking out the
www.bible.org website for excellent outlines and bibliographic recommendations. (See short annotated bibliography.)

2 MacDonald, Pg 2155
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sues. This will become very obvious as we examine the famous "warning" passages of Israel with their
severe declarations. If these warnings are directed to believers, the interpreter must do some serious
footwork in order to keep the doctrine of eternal security, taught everywhere else, in tact. If, on the oth-
er hand, these warnings are essentially for unbelievers, the interpreter is still obligated to explain the
occurrence of certain phrases such as "partakers of the Holy Spirit" which can be made to apply only to
brethren in Christ.

Make no mistake. The issue is worth addressing, and these notes leave no room for debating this in-
structor's position. [Note:l n t hi s a ut bpmion)the ideetmasHebreaws is not first and fore-
most an evangelistic thesis is incredible. This mentality robs us of our ability to use the book as God
intended us to and places heavy demands upon us to invent complex schemes in order to interpret the
warning passages.]

Gromacki notes: fAAs indicated before, the readers h
( 5 : Brd)wiates the issue off by noting that they had been severely persecuted and even killed, (12:3-

4). Based on that reasoning we are to assume that the book was written to Christians. It would be un-

wise to dispute that many such Hebrews did endure such suffering, but this does not imply that the book

was intended only for them. The recipients of this book were a mixed group consisting of both unrege-

nerate and newly regenerated Jews. Rather than mounting defenses for this position in advance of our

study they are integrated with the passages in question3.

It would be to our advantage to carry things one step further. Our purpose will also be to show that at
least a portion of the recipients of this thesis were participants in a Qumran like cult. The evidence that
connects us to this conclusion rises out of information we glean from the Dead Sea scrolls.* The strik-
ing relevance of Hebrews to these people is difficult to ignore.

A Few More Appetizers for Our Plate

It is generally assumed that this thesis-turned-letter was written within a twenty year period between 50
and 70 A.D though some commit to dating as late as 95°. Hester leans with Robertson in assigning
A.D. 69 as most acceptable. Most folks settle in around the year 68 and most are convinced that the
destruction of Jerusalem and its temple (A.D. 70) had clearly not occurred at the writing of Hebrews.
They also cite the sense of urgency in this book that admonishes these Jews to decide while it is "To-
day". This will be noted in our study.

The doctrinal contributions of this book are of inestimable value. The doctrine of faith is expanded and
defended as it is nowhere else in the Bible. The person of Jesus Christ, however, is the centerpiece of
this book and His superiority in every arena will be nailed down so tightly that there will be no wiggle
room left for even the most imaginative cultist. And, as the beauties and glories of our Savior are un-
folded one at a time we will immerse ourselves in the stunning tapestry of the priesthood which is above
all other priesthoods. We will be exhilarated by our discoveries as we examine a book written express-
ly for exhortation (13:22). But, be forewarned! Starting into Hebrews is like jumping off into the deep
end of the pool! From the moment we look at verse one we will see ourselves as trifling children walk-
ing through the treasure troves of a great Monarch.

The First Subject of Hebrews Is Revelation

Before we dig in too deeply, take an overview of verses 1-4:

® Students who would like to read an aggressive defense of the opposite position are encouraged to read Charlie Bing's Interpret-
ing Hebrews: Beginning With the Readers, in the July/Aug, 2002 issue of Grace in Focus, www.faithalone.org. These arguments,
though easily answered, are typical arguments in favor of those who hold the recipients to be believers only.

“Phi | i psadmngehtaybon Hebrews (cited throughout this paper) will provide thorough support for this argument.

*Dani el B. Wall acebds introductory outline to Hebrews provs.des a
Download it at www.Bible.org.
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(Heb 1:1-4 KJV) God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, {2} Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; {3} Who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his pow-
er, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
{4} Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more ex-
cellent name than they.

I. God's Method Changed

Though it may take a few readings before the observer notices it, the substance in verses 1-4 focuses
on the theme of revelation. We may well title this section, "Christ i A Superior Revelation!0 The
opening word of this book is God. His existence is simply assumed, as it is in Genesis 1:1 and in John
1:1. The fact that He communicates with us is simply assumed. We do not need to wonder about His
supposed silence. His voice has been heard in every generation.

His method of revelation, however, has changed. In times past, He spoke unto the fathers by the
prophets. In these last days He has spoken unto us by His Son. We have attached an important chart
on page 13 which helps us understand the big picture 7 the Bible's timelines in prophecy. At the top left
hand side of this chart you will see that the term last days had a slightly different connotation to these
readers. Jewish readers saw the beginning of the last days period as the end of the Babylonian captivi-
ty. It should be noted, that four hundred year period, between the end of the captivity and the coming of
Christ, was painfully silent. From the Jews' point of view it was very disconcerting. The voice that they
had been accustomed to hearing from heaven through the proclamations of the prophets had long be-
come silent. One hundred, two hundred, three hundred, and now, four hundred years have ticked off
while Israel wandered in darkness, never recuperating from a captivity that had separated whole gener-
ations of Jews from their prophecies and revelations. Then, at the exact moment in time, when the ten-
sion was at its highest, God spoke again from heaven. Only this time, His method of revelation had
changed. The prophets were replaced with His Son.

Il. God's Revelation Described.

Why is God's last days Revelation superior to the revelations given in "times past" in various times and
ways?

1. Like the former prophets of old the Son spoke God's Word, but unlike them, He is God's Word®. Jo-
seph Smith and Muhammad can make no such claims. Nor can any other true prophet who ever lived.

2. What separates Christ from the prophets is the fact that He represents a higher genre. He is a son.
With the higher genre comes a higher authority, or more specifically, a greater accountability to heed
the message! These Hebrew recipients may not set his message aside 1 and neither may we!

3. While there were many prophets, there is but one son. Later in Hebrews we will see the great impor-
tance of this "many to one" comparison. You may take a peek now at Hebrews 7:15 through 23 and ff.

4. The word spoken by the son is different than the words spoken by the prophets because His word is
complete and unfragmented. While the spirit of Messiah has taken over the spirits of the prophets
(such as David) in the Old Testament, these words of Messiah are unfiltered, unmasked. The usual
process of Old Testament inscripturation was certainly accurate and inspired in every sense, but the
revelation of Messiah Himself, in his own person, without the usual inscripturation through a prophet,
sheds a richer, deeper light on God's truth than man had ever seen before! God is the revelation!

5. Finally, His word is the last Word. He has spoken unto us once and for all (aorist), thus, signifying the
end of progressive revelation as it was known in times past. The difference is in the permanence of the

® Student note: Be sure to read Hughes' notes on this point carefully.
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New Covenant. While the Old Testament looked forward to this New Covenant, the fact that it is re-
vealed in an eternal Person, means that it is an unchanging revelation which will never be replaced. As
we will notice later in our study, the Book of Mormon, supposedly written in A.D. 400, not only regresses
into Old Covenant teachings, it seeks to replace the New Covenant with yet another covenant. God has
spoken unto us once and for all through His son.

These five statements argue the important fact that all those earlier prophets were really pointing to the
one Prophet. The road ahead promises to reveal new secrets about this marvelous Prophet.
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[Heb. 1:2]

The Son Appointed Heir

Intro: Find your way to Hebrews 1 and prepare to read verses 1 and 2 one remaining time:

(Heb 1:1-2 KJV) God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, {2} Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

In a former church a man reaching retirement age shared an incident from his childhood school days.
The class had just begun to examine the works of Shakespeare when one of the rather backward young
men from the hill country began to question the worth of it all. He wanted to know why anyone would
bother with such stuff, and what good would the knowledge of Shakespeare do for anyone anyway.
His teacher had one response and it was to the point. Her wor ds were fAMay God ha
you never |ive to understand the answer to your gque

That same remark is appropriate when it comes to understanding the difference between a Son and a

prophet. There is such a gap, such an ocean, such an infinite distance between Jesus Christ and all

who ever came before Him or after Him that no simple pastor or teacher could ever express it. But, we

catch a glimpse, a small glimpse, in the very words which we have just read. And we must look one

final ti me at these words bef or e wehatmio these lasndays spbkan | 0oV
unto us by His [or a] son. o

What does it mean to us when we learn that God has spokentousbyaSon? Let 6s | i ne up ¢
words.

. What Does It Mean to Be a Son?

A. Access. To be ason implies access.

John Owen wrote so beautifully: AThe Lord Jesus Chi
the womb filled with a perfection of gracious light, and knowl edge of God and ctdi s wi
agrees with Owen, but only to a point. We must never think that the Lord Jesus Christ knew everything

there was to know at any given point in time. As God, He was omniscient. But when Christ came as

the Son of God He laid aside the independent use of His divine privileges and, submitting Himself totally

to the will of the Father, only exercised those divine privileges and powers which were appropriate at the
timetodoingthe Fat her 6 s wi | |

So, while we must not say on the one hand that Christ was born with instantaneous knowledge of all
things we must understand that as surely as an earthly son has access to his father in a way which no
others have there was a relationship between Christ and the Father which no prophet could ever expe-
rience. The closest prophet to come to this, we will see in our study of Hebrews, was Moses, but not
even Moses could approach at will the living God. That privilege to approach a father at will is reserved
for sons.
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During the Clinton Administration we had a lot of media talk about access. Lincoln's White House bed-
room was unofficially renamed the Lincoln Bed and Breakfast. The Chinese Central Committee contri-
buted openly to the Democratic Central Committee, all in the name of access. Jesus Christ, however
does not need to purchase such influence. He is a son and has full access to the Father.

Secondly:

B. Ability. To be a son implies the ability to understand and communicate
the Fatherd6s message.

We hear from Owen once again:

iThe c¢ommi s s iamfurnishmgsofdhe 8am as incarnate and Mediator, with
abilities for the declaration of the mind and will of God unto the Church, were particular-
l'y from the Fatheréo

God spoke to and through His Son in a way we find nowhere else. We preachers are death on red-
letter editions of the Bible. We are death on them because they create the impression that the words
written in red are more inspired than the words written in black because Jesus spoke them. Those of us
who know Godbés Wor de.kWedkmow thdt avery wosd ofrthee Bible is inspired of God
and we know that every word of the Bible is equally inspired. We know that, in the final analysis, every
word in the Bible IS the Word of Christ. Even so, when we read those red letters we have only one re-
sponse,Aié Never a man s p alAmrdolr mkds returh queklytoahe wards of Christ Him-
self, as He spoke of Himself through the prophet| s a iThel.ordiGOD hath given me the tongue of the
| e ar nsa.&Q0:40

Was there ever a tongue like this? Was there ever speech like this? What are we saying? We are say-
ing that the sonship of Christ is reflected in His very words, and we would roll in uncontrollable laughter
at the ignorance of those imposters who claim any share of His glory, especially when they think to mim-
ic or improve upon His Words!

If the reader will endure a little humor, it was reported to me recently that one medical
finding has just revealed that, on the average, the area of the female brain which in-
volves communication skills has been found to be 20% larger than on their male coun-
terparts. The report went on to say that this is why women excel in certain professions
more than men. Not to be undone, the male radio personality posed a question to his
female partner wondering that, if the brain were 20% larger in the communication area,
what other portion of the brain had to shrink proportionately in order to accommodate it?
He went on to say that, perhaps, it was the logical portion of the brain which suffered
the loss. At this point the broadcast cut, wisely, to a commercial.

~

But, consider this. All of this time we have been announcing that no man or woman has ever used even
10% of his or her brain capacity. We have wondered if maybe Adam did before the fall. But, here is
another wildly different thought. Maybe this extra capacity was reserved for the One person who would
need to take on an earthly body, the One person who was the Son of God, who was so unique in every
way that no one has ever come near Him. In any case, this Son of God has an ability which the proph-
ets never had.

There is another implication of sonship:

Hebrews i James P. Steel - 10/30/2007 1 Page 18 of 236



C. Adaptation. To be a Son implies th

It is an issue of nature. Owen notes:

AThat J e s uHis Dviher naterd as henwas the eternal Word and Wisdom of the
Father, not by a voluntary communication, but eternal generation, had an omnisciency
of the whole nature and will of God as the Father Himself hath, their will and wisdom
bei ng the same. 0

| have purposed to settle for the beauty and not to delve too deeply into the theological implications of
that statement, but it bears reading again. This time, perk up when we come to the term eternal genera-
tion.

AThat Jesus Chri st ienwasHheseterial Wordrared Wisdom wfthe as h
Father, not by a voluntary communication, but eternal generation, had an omnisciency

of the whole nature and will of God as the Father Himself hath, their will and wisdom

bei ng the same. 0

One must never get on the bandwagon with some Johnny-come-lately who, in his own inimitable scho-

l arship comes up with the idea that Jes S&whadacherst w:
stands very much alone in the train of great biblical teachers who have grappled with these wonderful

and inexplicable truths.

These teachers could not find words to describe what little the scriptures have to say about the eternal
nature of the trinity, but they clung firmly to the doctrine of eternal generation. Jesus Christ was
ETERNALLY a Son, eternally proceeding from the Father. In a word, it is the nature of the second per-
son of the trinity, not just some earthly role He assumed.

But there is more to this matter of adaptation. It is not just that He is adapted to the nature of God. Itis
that this One who ftabernacledd a masn(dohn 1:14) was also adapted to our natures. That is, He
has become the bridge between two natures, the nature of God and the nature of man. He was one of
us in every way. Jesus Christ does not represent a mix of two natures; He is the conjunctive expression
of them. The evidence of this follows in the next phrase.

Aféwhom he hath appointed heir of all thingsbo

—h

With the insertion of this phrase, i é whom he hat h appoi ntheehdmah maiure and al
the messianic nature of Christ come into play. The prophets did not have this advantage. They could

only glance upon the nature of God from their human perspective.

With this discussion, all the tension between true Christianity and the cults comes into play. You see,
we are all confronted with the dilemma, with the ultimate question, is Jesus Christ God or is He man?
The answer is that He is both and both truths are equally important to us. Because this union of two
natures is seamless, pervasive, and conjunctive in every way it is virtually impossible to reduce the dis-
cussion to textbook terms. But, if you will just remember these simple thoughts you can be spared from
a lot of difficulty:

1. First, remember that Jesus Christ is completely God and therefore, as the son, has the nature of God.
He has Godbés nature.

2. Secondly, Jesus Christ is completely man and therefore has a human nature.
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3. Finally, you must fallea nature withsHés dumarartatere. mahe ddventists, for
example, fall into a terrible error here. Some Adventists assume that because Jesus had a human na-
ture it had to be a fallen nature. Ellen White said that Jesus had a mean and sinful spirit. But Jesus
was not fallen man. He was not in Adam as you and | were. He was born of a virgin, conceived of the
Holy Spirit. We have one final thought before we leave the discussion of heirship:

D. Authority. This Son, as heir possesses all things.

Keep this distinction in mind, it is the Son who is appointed heir, not the heir who is appointed Son. Je-
sus Christ is never appointed a Son. That position is never given to Him. He was only declared to be
the Son of God, and that declaration was made on several occasions. It was made in the Old Testa-
ment as we will see momentarily. It was made at His baptism, and it was made in the context of His
resurrection. The Sonship of Christ is always declared in scripture. It was never given to Christ as a
title.

But heirship? That is a different issue. It is an appointment, and it is one that He receives as a Son. So
|l etds ask ourselves a few critical questions.

# 1. What is an heir? An heir is one who receives the possessions of someone else, usually a near
relative. Itis as simple as that.

#2. 1 f Jesus Chri st is an heir, doesndt that mean He
claim his possession? The answer is, in our culture this is common but not necessarily in biblical cul-
ture. Any parent can opt to give any of his possessions to his heir, prior to his own death. In fact, it is
wise to do so when it is practical in order to avoid probate. But there is more to the discussion than this.

In Roman times a father normally adopted a child who came of age. That is, a child was declared to be

a son for legal purposes. Was he a son before this? Yes, but when the legal declaration was made he
became a legal son and a full heir. Under Roman law that son became full co-possessor of hisfat her 6 s
goods.

The story of the prodigal comes to mind. Have you ever noticed the arrogance of this son who de-
mands that his share of the inheritance be giventohimb ef or e hi s f &a Keepith® thought at h ?
firmly in your mind: While a will cannot be executed before the death of the testator, a possession can
be turned over to a son at any ti me. But | etds ask

#3. Doesno6t the fact that the father declares the So
inferior to the Father? The answer is no. The Son is no more inferior to the Father than my wife is infe-
rortome. Jesus Christ came t o d.oltig theeeforE mpohtantfd the vipoddrinf e c t
general, and the Jews in particular to see that the Father approved and acknowledged the sonship of

Christ.

#4. Just exactly what did Jesus Christ inherit?

a. First, as a son of Abraham he inherited all of the promises made to David. In the course of our study
of Hebrews we will learn aboutthel aws of Go d e wilbleamhat desus Christ is the rightful
curatorofallof Godos pr omi s e sinheritordof thebepromidde i s t he
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b. Secondly, he is the inheritor of the nations. In Psalm 2 we read these words spoken by the Father to
the Son:

7 | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day
have | begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession.

#5. What else does He inherit as the Son? According to the text before our eyes he has inherited all
things! And that is exactly the point of our author. No prophet ever received such authority. No prophet
ever received such possessions. In a word, a prophet could only speak the words of God. His authority
began and ended with thewords i Th us s ai t hThatlas the lanit df Biauthority.

That is not how it is with this Jesus Christ. He i s t he o rfe havetheard shatiit dias sa@ of
oldée but | (Mataby2&,22) No man spoke with such authority as this Christ.

That authority was asserted over the religious world. We read in Matthew 7:28 and 29:

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were asto-
nished at his doctrine:
29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

That authority was asserted over the demon world. We read in Mark 1:27:

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, say-
ing, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he
even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.

That authority will ultimately be consummated in ultimate victory. As Paul noted, speaking of our resur-
rection in 1 Corinthians 15:24:

24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even
the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

Chr i st 6 sisdrectlytinked totHig heirship, and His heirship is directly linked to His sonship.
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| want to close this section, not from Hebrews, but from a passage in Galatians. Notice Galatians 3:26-
29. Itis important to do this because we need to be reminded just exactly where we fit in this great pic-
ture:

(Gal 3:26-28 KJV) For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. {27} For as many
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. {28} There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Chr-
ist Jesus. (29) And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

Did you catch all those key words? You are sons. You are heirs. The day you were baptized into Chr-
ist all of this became yours, sonship and heirship according to the promise! Yes, in Christ you (who
know Christ as Savior) share in the benefits and blessings of these positions.
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[1:2 7 Primacy of the Son]
The Primacy of the Son

Intro: In a word, we have been considering the primacy or superiority of the Lord Jesus Christ. To this
point, we have considered all but the last phrase of verse two as we have taken our first childish steps
on our journey into the heart and character of God as represented in His Son. We read concerning this
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spoke in times past unto the fathers by the prophets,
that He:

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of
all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

The first announcement is that God has spoken to us. This simple statement does away with all those
who accuse God of injustice for His silence. He has spoken in a clear, identifiable, and undeniable way.
And when God spoke through His Son He spoke in a way unlike any of His past revelations to men.
When God speaks it obligates us to listen. When God speaks to us we would be fools to shut His mes-
sage out.

The second announcement is that God has spoken to us by a Son. We have bathed, though only mo-
mentarily, in the rich glow of the Sonship of Christ as we have sought to extend the distance in our
thinking between being a son or being one of those times past prophets. When God speaks it obligates
us to listen. When God speaks through His Son we would be fools to shut His message out.

The third announcement is that, by virtue of His Sonship this son is also the heir of all things. And, by
virtue of his heirship, this Son has both title to all things, and authority over all things. When God speaks
it obligates us to listen. When God speaks through His Son we would be fools to shut His message out.
When God speaks through His Son who is the heir of all things we would be insane to turn a deaf ear.

We may say that we have seen primacy through agency. God spoke through Christ. We have seen
primacy through sonship. We have seen primacy through his heirship. We come to the fourth an-
nouncement which follows logically, not incidentally, after the third.

éby whom also he made the worl ds;

In these words that open the door to our present study we are going to consider the primacy of this Chr-
ist who is over and above all things. We are going to see:

I. The Primacy of Christ through the Creative Order.

A. Consider what is meant by the words, by whom also he made the
worlds.
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Because of our proximity to the English terminology we would make the immediate assumption that God
created the universe through this Son. And that is correct. That is what is being taught in this verse.
But the truth of the matter is that far more is being taught here than the simple fact that Jesus Christ was
the agency through whom the physical universe came into existence. Much more is being taught. The
actual Greek words read:

uo 8 g aUs Usgd Us¥ysUd
by whom also the worlds he made

And the Greek word aiona" (.aion, ahee-ohn') or worlds is a very inclusive word. It not only includes
creation itself, but it includes the creative order. It includes the biological orders and kingdoms and as
you know, there are many. It includes the spiritual orders and kingdoms. It even includes the historical
march of the ages. Jesus Christ is the originator of it all. In short, all of the meanings which are normal-
ly attached to the Greek word cosmos (kosmo" ), are included and in this word aiona" or worlds. All
orders of existence, both material and living were created by Jesus Christ. If it exists physically, biologi-
cally, or spiritually, He made it.

B. Consider the significance of the words, by whom also He made the
worlds.

The Son has primacy because He is the source of the creative order. He is the source of the creation
and all of its kingdoms and spheres. He is first. There is no one ahead of Him.

1. Order is important to God. There was, as one might suspect, an ancient heresy that arose insisting
that Christ must be inferior because He was the agent through which God created the world. We have
already countered that in other contexts.

a. We have explained that a son is not inferior to his father any more than a wife is inferior to her hus-
band and that, in fact, the very opposite is true. There is order in equality. We expect orderliness in the
mind of a God of order. Simple order never implies inequality. Agency never implies inferiority.

b. And there is another reason why we know that the creative agency of Christ does not make Him infe-
rior. It has to do with the how of the matter. How did God make the worlds through His Son? The Bible
tells us that God spoke the worlds into existence. In the beginning was the Word, the logos, and it was
the Word which was with God and the Word which was God, and it was the Word which became flesh
and ftablernacleddamong us according to John 1:14. Thus, to assign Christ responsibility for creation is
to argue His equality, not his inferiority.

2. The creation itself is important to God. There is more to this discussion. There is something so ba-
sic, so systemic, that we dare not pass it by even though it may seem incidental. It is a point so obvious
that we can waltz right past it in ignorance. When God created the heavens and the earth, through the
Word, the living Word, Jesus Christ, God pronounced it good, not bad. God does not make junk. We
make junk. It is a fundamental Gnostic error to assume that either matter or flesh is intrinsically evil.
God created both. Giant trees from little acorns grow. When we get it in our minds that matter or flesh
is evil we will ultimately have a problem with who Jesus Christ is because God became flesh through
Jesus Christ.

3. The creation was made perfect, reflecting the perfections of Christ in it. Please let me insert just one
more supplemental thought. Consider the Second Law of Thermodynamics. That law teaches us that
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everything in creation is going from a state of complexity to a state of simplicity or equilibrium. . But itis
not reverting to a disorderly state, as you will often hear scientists and philosophers speculate. It is not
returning to a disorderly state. The creation began in an orderly state. The second law was imposed
upon the orderly state when Adam sinned. Do not blame the disorder you see in creation, on the ineffi-
ciency of Christ. [ Not e, the very definition of this Law of E
ino the Second Law of Thermodynamics for full exposu

Letds get back to the mai nmimaceodJesus Chi¥tes sbea in the cseatigsen t h a
order. He is not the first createdasthes o cal | ed J e hov a thé GhurtMioftJasessChrists a n
of Latter Day Saints would have us believe, He is the first and only creator. John 1:3 says:

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.

Joseph Smith did not create anything but trouble. Muhammad did not create anything but trouble.
Buddha did not create anything but trouble. There was nothing left for them to create! Jesus Christ had
created all things.

We must move to the second thought. It is locked up in the first phrase of verse 3.

3 Who being the brightness of his glory,

Here we see:

[I. The Primacy of Christ Through the Shekinah Glory.

Again, it is extremely important that we look very carefully at the Greek where we find these actual
words:

o] wn apaugasma th"  doxh"

who being [the] effulgence of [his]  glory

The word which interests us is 541. apaugasma ( apaugasma, ap-ow'-gas-mah) from a comp. of G575
and G826; an off-flash, i.e. effulgence:--brightness.

It should never be rendered reflection, as it often is. Jesus Christ is the effulgence, the radiance, the
brightness of Godo6s gl ory.

There is no possible way that we can divert to this whole discussion of the Shekinah glory at this time in
order to tell you how important Godédés glory is to |
Godds glory is and h oalof thei@dhandaNew Teestamenit dcriptoresa Yhe didcus-

sion of the glory of God is everywhere, and we do mean everywhere, in our Bibles.

We will avoid that digression for now, but we urge you to remember one biblical concept which stands
above all ot hers when di srgaf GalismalgaysGssdoated inséparably with T h e
the presence of God. They are inseparable. The presence of the divine glory signifies the presence of
the divine Person. Period. No exceptions. God6s gl ory never went where HI
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And we beheld his glory, the gl

Thus, when we read: f
tho we are reading a confession that J

grace and tru

Concerning you and | who know Jesus Christ as Savior, we are comforted with the benediction of Jude
24

Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

What do we see Jude doing in these verses? First, we see him associating the glory of God with the
presence of God, and secondly, we see Him praying to the only wise God our Savior, offering glory, ma-
jesty, dominion, and power both now and forever to Him. So, who is the only wise God who has this
glory? Is it the Father or the Son? Clearly, they are both included!

Rest assured that Satan hates this truth concerning the radiant glory of Christ and that the ancient he-
reticsalsotriedt o detract from Christ by suggesting, once
inferiority. The false teacher would like you to think that Christ is only a reflectionof Godds gl ory
Christ reflected nohHisowragtotyehen) sirelgthedratlyer naust be more glorious.

These ancient heretics missed the boat completely. For, the scriptures clearly tell us that God is very
defensive about His glory. In Isaiah He declares:

Isaiah 48:11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will | do it: for how should
my name be polluted? and | will not give my glory unto another.

That verse stands in direct contradiction to John 17:24 where our Savior says to the Father..

24 Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world.

We cannot have our cake and eat it too. Either the Father has contradicted Himself or the glory given to

Messiah, the Fatherdés glory radiating from Messi ah, i

Again, at the risk of sounding redundant, no prophet, no great man of earth, has ever manifested the
glory of God. The glory was manifested solely by that one to whom it rightfully belongs, Jesus Christ.
And it belongs to Him because He is God. The glory of God always represents the presence of God.

Letds move t o our WEe haweasséen theopnirsacydobChast in tbercreative order as evi-
denced in the words by whom He also made the ages. We have seen the primacy of Christ in His She-
kinah glory as evidenced in the words who being the effulgence of His glory.

A final phrase:

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,
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While our cultist friends may express disdain at our insistence that Christ was not created, and while
they express even more dislike when we show that C
are no words that the cultists hate more than the words we now come upon.

lll. The Primacy of Christint he Expression of. Godo&s

Jesus Christ is the very expression of the living God.

The issue relates to this term express image. It is the word from which we get character. It is the idea
of an engraving or an exact stamped copy.

What the author is saying is that Jesuosessehce.iwhéen bear
there is an exact expression it means that there are no dissimilarities. It means that Jesus Christ, in no

way falls short of the character or nature or essence of God the Father. All of the glorious perfections

that belong to God belong to Christ and vice versa. He is exactly the same in every way. There is noth-

ing unique to the Father that is not unique to Christ. We cannot say that the Father is more wrathful and

the Son is more loving. We cannot say that the Father stronger and the Son is tenderer. There are no
differences, not one shred, not one hair, not one tiny little speck of difference, period. There could be

no stronger argument for the deity of Christ found anywhere in our Bibles.

The reader is clearly aware how embarrassing this is for Mormons who believe that Jesus Christ has not

yetarr i ved at the | evellntuwth th&e ateddtwo gmeps 6f dorman® regarding this

issue. Those Mormons who foll ow Brigham Youngbds Adam G«
Christ and that Adam physically cohabited with Mary in order to produce Christ. The other group be-

lieves that God the Father physically cohabited with Mary in order to produce Christ. The one group

makes Christ inferior to both Adam and the Father. The other group makes Him inferior only to the fa-

ther. But, if Jesus Christ has not arrived at the same level of Godhood that Elohim has arrived at then

how can the Bible say that He bears the exact stamp, the exact image of the Father? .

Jesus Christ can only be the exact essence of God if He is God. Do you know what the whole purpose
of the gospel is? Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 4:6.

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the perfect expression of God the Father. When we saw the face of Christ we saw the
face of God (though, of course, He is a spirit). When we saw the compassion of Christ we saw the
compassion of the Father. When we heard the words of Christ they were the very words of the Father.

You and | are beingchanged i nto the i mage of Christ by -Bkdhaalodi |
training. He, on the other hand, isand alwayswasi n t he Fat her és i mage.

What does this all mean to us?

If we believe in the Primacy of Christ in the creative order we are even happy with who we are, when we
were born, what our | ot in | i f dfwetalybebenedhatwdsastChri&to d 6 s
is the head of creation we willingly submit to Him as our creator. We accept our place in His order.
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If we believe that Jesus Christ is the glory of God we will court His presence in our daily walk and activi-
ties. We will want His lordship at every point in our lives so that His glory will shine through us. We will
not seek our glory. We will seek His.

If we believe that Jesus Christ is very essence and image of the Father we will not love one Person of
the trinity more than another. We will attribute to each person the glory and honor and authority that
belongs to Him.

And, most of all, we will understand that when one already has the best there is nowhere else to go.
There are no other alternatives. If salvation cannot be found in Christ there is no salvation. If hope
cannot be found in Christ there is no hope! If truth cannot be found in Christ there is no truth!

One is not a fanatic when he makes this Christ the center of his life. He is simply following the pattern
God set out for us. So, when you carry Him into the classroom and workplace this week carry Him for-
ward with pride. No one can hold a candle to the treasure which you bear about in your body, the trea-
sure of the glory of God, reflected in the face of Jesus Christ.
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[Heb. 1:2]

The Primacy of the Son. Part Il

Intro: We have been speaking about the primacy or superiority of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have
seen:

e Christds Primacy Through Agency. He is the

e Christdéds Primacy Through Sonship. He i s a
Christoés Primacy Through Heirship. He i s t
Christdéds Primacy Through The Creative Order
Chr i st @oy THaoughThe Shekinah Glory. He is it, not a reflection of it.
Christés Primacy Through The Expression o0é-

tween Christ and the Father.

R I S A I R I I I A

Reading all of verse 3 we will continue with the next statement made in the verse:

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

When we read the words upholding all things by the word of his power we are seeing the primacy of
Christ asserted in still another way. We are seeing:

I. The Primacy of Christ in the Forward Movement of All Things.

A. To Uphold is to Carry Forward

The word upholding represents the action that is taking place. It is from the Greek ferwn (phero, fer'-
0; ) and itto nrheBatrisineans more than just to bear something up. It carries with it the
thought of driving something forward. It is not enough simply to label this the doctrine of preservation or
sustenance. Christ does sustain the universe. He does preserve it. Colossians 1 adds to the weight of
this whole passage that wgoddfa usltootwrktheme:g at and it

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

Notice verse 17 agai lhthings,adhytim &ll¢hingssondise'f or e a

The word consist means to stand together. And that is the doctrine of preservation. Jesus Christ holds
everything together. But in the verse that is before us, we have something even more than just preser-
vation. We have direction. Christ, not only bears up the creative order, He drives it forward. That ar-
gues control. Preservation argues power, but bearing forward argues control and direction.

Hebrews i James P. Steel - 10/30/2007 1 Page 29 of 236

wo u



